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Lincoln Chapter  

Association of Government Accountants 

Newsletter – April, 2005

President's Message:

As the 2004-2005 AGA year comes to a close, this is my last President’s Message for our Chapter newsletter.  How did the year go by so fast?  With my term as your President now ending, it gives me the opportunity to reflect on our Chapter and the direction for our future.

A year ago, when Brenda Ladd was completing the slate of Officers for this year, my desire was to continue serving on our Chapter Board.  However, Brenda had a bigger idea and encouraged me to serve as your next President.  I accepted the opportunity and as the saying goes, the rest is history.  Thank you Brenda!

My goals for our Chapter was to increase our membership, provide you with additional educational opportunities, and to improve our financial position.  With your help, our membership is up by 21%, we provided you with 16 CPE seminar hours, and our Chapter bank account has tripled.  In addition, I am happy to announce that we have earned the Silver Designation Chapter Award by the AGA National Office.  Our success is the result of our strong membership support and the efforts of an outstanding Board.

Our Spring Seminar on April 25th was an overwhelming success.  Fifty-eight attendees enjoyed a wonderful educational experience that was sponsored by Ameritas.  We need to build on this growth to accommodate even a larger audience for next year.  My thanks to our Board members who gave their time and energy to plan and conduct our Spring Seminar.

Thanks to you, our Chapter is ready to meet many of our future needs and goals.  Now that we have overcome most financial limitations, we must use our resources wisely and continue to attract new members to AGA.  As I turn the Chapter over to Rich Kuzelka, I would like for us to consider the advantages of a future possibility – our own Chapter website.

Thank you for allowing me to direct your Chapter and for an enjoyable AGA year!

Tim Baker

May Chapter Meeting 

The May chapter meeting will be held Wednesday May 11, 2005, in the Nebraska State Office Building (NSOB) lower level room D.  Chapter meeting 12:30.  Val’s lunch 12:45.  Audio Conference 1:00.  See the attached registration form.  

Calendar of Events

May 3, 4, & 5 2005 Mid-Missouri Educational Conference – Tan-Tar-Ra Resort – Lake of the Ozarks 

    Missouri – Regional Meeting on May 3

May 11 - Wednesday – Chapter Meeting in conjunction with the Audio Conference – 12:30 - Lunch   

    12:45 – Audio Conference 1:00 to 3:00
May 24 - Tuesday - Chapter Executive Board Mtg. – 12:00 - State Office Building, Department of Education, Room B.

May 25 - Wednesday - Audio Conference - Payment Card Industry Security - New Requirements & Responsibilities.  Food at 12:30 and the Audio Conference 1:00-3:00.  State Office Building, Lower Room F.  A Registration Form will be sent as soon as it is available.

New Members
Kris Bourke with the Nebraska Department of Agriculture and Don Lanning with the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission are our newest Chapter members.  Welcome Kris and Don!  This brings our Chapter membership total to 57.

May 11th Chapter Meeting & Audio Conference

Remember to register for our last 2004-2005 Chapter meeting and audio conference on May 11th.  The Chapter meeting starts at 12:30, then Val’s lunch will be served at 12:45, followed by the Audio Conference starting at 1:00.  Topics will include abuse, improper payments, internal controls, independence, and continuing education requirements for government auditors.  The lunch price is only $5 and the Audio Conference is free to AGA members and only $20 for non-members.  All these activities will take place in the State Office Building, Lower Level D.

May 25th Audio Conference
Payment Card Industry Security—New Requirements & New Responsibilities 

NASACT, in conjunction with the AGA and the National Association of Local Government Auditors, is pleased to announce an audio conference about the new Payment Card Industry security requirements.  The requirements apply to all members, merchants and service providers that store, process or transmit cardholder data.  Governments that accept credit cards for payment of fees, fines, taxes and the like are subject to these requirements as well.  Speakers include representative from Visa (invited), Nick Carter, vice president, Information Technology, Link2Gov Corporation; Mike Irwin, director of sales, Link2Gov Corporation; Jeff Gardner, EVP operations, Link2Gov Corporation; Pam Callier, program manager, Dynamics Research Corporation; and Cynthia Most, senior security analyst, Dynamics Research Corporation. The session offers two CPE hours.  

Our Chapter will provide lunch for a small fee, starting at 12:30.  The Audio Conference will be from 1:00 to 3:00.  Both will be held in the State Office Building, Lower Room F.  Actual registration forms will be available very soon and sent to everyone – please respond back by May 19th.

Chapter Meeting Minutes – April 6, 2005

The Chapter met on Wednesday, April 6, 2005. Jane Quiring, Tim Baker, Dorothy Porath, Frank Faughn, Dan Albrecht, Dwane Rauscher, Patrick Cole, Lonnie Fienstein, Ray Miller, Dave Kroeker, Connie Kubat, Rich Kuzelka, Judy Alderman, Ron Carlson, Jennifer Mai, Jennifer Gilmore, Patty Richard, Bob Storant and Liz Thanel attended. Dori Schmidt introduced a new member, Jenny Gilmore, from UNL.  Liz Thanel introduced her guest, Terry Adams, from Lancaster County. 

Dori Smidt indicated the April 11th fundraiser at Culver's still has some unfilled slots.

The slate of officers was presented for 2005-2006 and the motion passed.  2005-2006 officers are Rich Kuzelka, President;  Randy Gerke, President-Elect;  Judy Alderman, Secretary;  Dan Albrecht, Treasurer;  Tim Baker, Past-President;  Tim Channer, Director of Communications;  Syed Hassan, Director of Education;  Brenda Ladd, Director of Community Service;  Connie Kubat, Director of Membership;  Ron Carlson, Director of Bylaws & Procedures;  Randy Gerke, Director of Early Careers;  Bruce Snyder, Director of Professional Certification;  Lynda Roesler, Director of Chapter Programs;  and Dori Smidt, Director of Fund Development. 

Tim Kemper, Director of Finance, from Lincoln Public Schools was the speaker.  Tim provided a profile of LPS:  32,000 students, $ 280 million of general funds plus lots of other funds, 5,000 employees and over 50 schools.  Tim indicated LPS is one of seven out of 15,000 school districts with an AAA bond rating.

LPS has several challenges

· Increased public demand to improve teacher salaries.  Nebraska is a benefit heavy state and benefits are not reflected in the National Education Association statistics so there may be a public misperception about the actual state of teacher salaries
· Age 55 is starting to be the normal retirement age
· Property tax issues
· Tax incremental financing issues
· Nebraska is a work "at will" state except for certified educators.  Certified educators have tenure so LPS must provide notice by April 15th of whether their contract will be renewed for the next school year
· State support to local school district revenue has been decreasing over the last several years
· Cash flow issues
Tim indicated several good things about LPS

· Effective property tax rates are amongst the lowest they've ever been

· Lincoln economy is very stable

· LPS is experiencing enrollment growth as Lincoln is still growing

· Assessor's office takes duties seriously so property is assessed very closely at market which is as it should be

· LPS has been able to keep all vacancies filled

· Lincoln is unique in that there are no suburbs, school district boundaries move as city limits grow

· State teacher retirement plan

· Paperless payroll system

Tim mentioned the new Superintendent, Susan Gourley, is encouraging all LPS staff to read a book called Good to Great in order to take LPS from a good to a great school system. 

Dan Albrecht won the free lunch drawing.

Being no further business the meeting was adjourned.  

Executive Board Meeting Minutes – April 19, 2005

The Executive Committee met on Tuesday, April 19, 2005.  Attendees included Jane Quiring, Rich Kuzelka, Frank Faughn, Tim Baker, Ron Carlson, Tim Channer, Dave Kroeker, Connie Kubat, Dan Albrecht and Bruce Snyder.  Lynda Roesler attended as a guest.  

The motion passed to approve minutes as published in the March newsletter.  

The Lincoln Chapter has two more new members:  Kris Bourke, Department of Agriculture, and Don Lanning, Game & Parks.  This brings membership to 57 members.

Tim B. indicated the chapter earned 14,350 points for the Chapter Recognition program.  This exceeds the 10,000 chapter goal and qualifies the chapter for Silver recognition.

Tim B. indicated some of our newsletters were submitted for the chapter newsletter contest.  

Tim B. reminded everyone to renew chapter dues.

The next chapter meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 11th from 12:30 - 3 p.m.  A short chapter meeting will be held before the lunch and audio conference.  The audio conference topic is "Yellow Book Update".  15 people are signed up to participate so far.

Frank reminded everyone of the April 25th Spring Seminar. There are 56 registrants:  3 free, 1 sponsor, 34 members and 18 non-members.  Frank anticipates a net of approximately $ 1,500.

The motion passed to approve the March Treasurer's Report.

Those budget line items where amounts were budgeted and nothing has been spent were briefly discussed.  The EC passed a motion these items should be addressed by next year's officers in May.

Newsletter articles are due date to Tim Channer by Tuesday, April 28th.  

Being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 

Chapter Recognition Program 2004-2005 Chapter Points
The chapter achieved a Silver Award for the year.  

	
	
	YEARLY
	2004-2005
	POINTS
	2004-2005
	POINTS
	AWARDED

	
	
	MAX. POINTS
	CHAPTER
	EARNED IN
	CHAPTER
	EXCEEDING
	CHAPTER 

	SECTION 
	CATEGORY
	POSSIBLE
	GOAL
	2004-2005
	YTD %
	YEAR MAX.
	POINTS

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SECTION I  
	LEADERSHIP
	            3,000 
	      2,000 
	        2,250 
	113%
	
	       2,250 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SECTION II
	EDUCATION
	            4,000 
	      2,500 
	        2,900 
	116%
	
	       2,900 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SECTION III
	CERTIFICATION
	            4,000 
	      1,000 
	           600 
	60%
	
	          600 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SECTION IV
	COMMUNICATIONS
	            3,000 
	      2,500 
	        5,325 
	213%
	         2,325 
	       3,000 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SECTION V
	MEMBERSHIP
	            3,000 
	      1,000 
	        3,050 
	305%
	             50 
	       3,000 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SECTION VI
	COMMUNITY SERVICE
	            2,000 
	      1,000 
	        2,150 
	215%
	            150 
	       2,000 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SECTION VII
	AWARDS
	            1,000 
	           -   
	           600 
	600%
	
	          600 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTALS
	
	          20,000 
	     10,000 
	      16,875 
	168.75%
	         2,525 
	     14,350 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	BRONZE
	10,000 - 12,500
	
	
	
	

	
	SILVER
	12,501 - 15,000
	
	
	
	

	
	GOLD
	15,001 - 17,500
	
	
	
	

	
	PLATINUM
	17,501 - 20,000
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Treasurers’ Report and Budget Information

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BUDGET INFORMATION
	 
	TREASURER'S REPORT

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2005

	Year 2004-2005
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Balance March. 1, 2005:
	 
	$2,953.96 

	Receipts:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Spring Seminar
	$2,500.00 
	$2,540.00 
	($40.00) 
	 
	 
	Receipts:
	 
	 

	 
	Fall Workshop
	$2,500.00 
	$1,625.00 
	$875.00 
	 
	 
	 
	Meeting Meals 
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Fund Development
	$650.00 
	$200.00 
	$450.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 Membership-Dues
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Local Dues-Membership
	$300.00 
	$352.50 
	$(52.50) 
	 
	 
	 
	Educational Events 
	$870.00 
	 

	 
	Educational Events
	$100.00 
	$1,210.00 
	$(1,110.00) 
	 
	 
	 
	Spring Seminar
	$1,440.00 
	 

	 
	Meeting Meals 
	$25.00 
	$95.00 
	$(70.00) 
	 
	 
	 
	Checking Interest
	$0.11 
	 

	 
	Misc. Income
	$15.00 
	$0.00 
	$15.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Interest Income
	$10.00 
	$1.19 
	$8.81 
	 
	 
	Total Receipts
	 
	$2,310.11 

	 
	Total Receipts:
	$6,100.00 
	$6,023.69 
	$76.31 
	 
	 
	 
	 Disbursements:
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Disbursements
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Educational Events
	$290.19 
	 

	 
	National Conf.
	$1,350.00 
	$1,332.50 
	$17.50 
	 
	 
	 
	Spring Seminar
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Spring Seminar
	$1,000.00 
	$125.00 
	$875.00 
	 
	 
	 
	Postage
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Fall Workshop
	$1,000.00 
	$995.90 
	$4.10 
	 
	 
	 
	Meal Drawing
	$10.00 
	 

	 
	Saving Acct.
	$750.00 
	$0.00 
	$750.00 
	 
	 
	 
	Guest Meals
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Travel
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	 
	Miscellaneous
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Fund Development
	$250.00 
	$0.00 
	$250.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 Speaker Meals 
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Board Expense
	$200.00 
	$0.00 
	$200.00 
	 
	 
	 
	   Total Disbursements
	$300.19 

	 
	Guest Meals
	$150.00 
	$110.32 
	$39.68 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Postage
	$100.00 
	$33.30 
	$66.70 
	 
	Balance April 1, 2005
	 
	$4,963.88 

	 
	Printing
	$100.00 
	$49.02 
	$50.98 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Meal Drawing
	$100.00 
	$80.00 
	$20.00 
	 
	 
	 
	Bank
	$4,963.88 
	 

	 
	Speaker Gifts
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	Certificates of Deposit
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Speaker Meals
	$100.00 
	$65.75 
	$34.25 
	 
	 
	 
	 Total
	 
	$4,963.88 

	 
	Meeting Expense
	$100.00 
	$95.00 
	$5.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Education Events
	$100.00 
	$896.19 
	$(796.19) 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Scholarship
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member Incentives
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Advertising
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member of the Year
	$50.00 
	$25.00 
	$25.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Miscellaneous
	$50.00 
	$50.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Disbursements:
	$6,100.00 
	$3,857.98
	$2,242.02 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


2003-2004 Chapter Officers and Board Members

President

Tim Baker

 471-3571
tbaker@nde.state.ne.us

President-Elect 

Rich Kuzelka

437-5966      
richard.kuzelka@fhwa.dot.gov


Secretary

Jane Quiring

471-9031
Jane.quiring@hhss.ne.gov
Treasurer

Dan Albrecht, CGFM
471-4618
Dan.albrecht@hhss.ne.gov 

Past-President

Brenda Ladd

472-5278
bladd2@unl.edu

Board Members:



Director of Communications
 
Tim Channer
471-3697      t.channer@verizon.net

Director of Education

 
Frank Faughn
540-1858      ffaughn@transfig.net 

Director of Community Service 

Dave Kroeker
441-7447      dkroeker@ci.lincoln.ne.us

Director of Membership 


Connie Kubat
471-5521      ckubat@ngpc.state.ne.us

Director of Bylaws & Procedures 
 
Ron Carlson
471-0619      rcarlson@notes.state.ne.us

Director of Early Careers 


Randy Gerke
471-9495      rgerke@npers.ne.gov

Director of Professional Certification 
Bruce Snyder
471-0620      bsnyder@notes.state.ne.us
Director of Chapter Programs
 
Rich Kuzelka 
437-5966      richard.kuzelka@fhwa.dot.gov
Director of Fund Development 

Dori Smidt
472-1934      dsmidt2@unl.edu
Lincoln Chapter

Association Of Government Accountants

1660 G. ST. # 203

Lincoln, NE 68508






