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Lincoln Chapter  

Association of Government Accountants 

www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – November, 2006

President's Message:

I hope the Thanksgiving Holiday was good for all of you.  I was fortunate enough to be able to get away to see a new part of the country and visit my son and daughter-in-law who is in the Air Force stationed in South Carolina.  It was a relaxing and much needed trip.  I hope you all had similar experiences.  Well, it is newsletter time again.  Our chapter always has something going on so once again I have several things to report on.

Our Chapter meeting for November was held in conjunction with the Audio Conference on November 8, 2006.  The subject matter was the Yellow Book.  It was worth 2 CPE and was free for members.  The Lincoln Chapter is holding another Audio Conference on December 6, 2006.  The subject of this conference is “Procurement Cards: Successes and Challenges”.   The conference will be held at the State Office Building, Lower Level Conference Room F.  The meeting starts at 12:30pm with lunch catered from Blimpie Subs for $7.  The audio conference is from 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm and is free for members.  There is a $25 charge for nonmembers.  The conference again is worth 2 CPE.  Please register online at http://www.lincolnneaga.org/   

I would also like to announce that we will be having a regular chapter meeting on December 13, 2006.  Please note this is a different day than our normal regular chapter meetings.  This meeting will be held at the Game and Parks Building @ 2200 North 33rd here in Lincoln.  The subject will be "Natural-Resource Amenities and Nebraska's Economy:  Current Connections, Challenges, and Possibilities".  This should be a very interesting presentation.  More information on the subject can be found at http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/admin/niemereport.pdf. Lunch will be catered from Valentino’s for $7.  Please register online at http://www.lincolnneaga.org/.   Please note on your calendar that the January regular chapter meeting will be held a week late (the 2nd Wednesday) as well.  Location is yet to be determined.  Watch for further details.  Hope to see you all there.

Work has begun on our AGA Spring Seminar.  A tentative date for the 2007 Spring Seminar has been set for Thursday April 19, 2007.  We are working on getting some very interesting speakers and should be firming this up by this time next month.  Please watch for upcoming announcements and mark your calendars.  Again, anyone that would like to be part of the planning for this event is invited to contact either Lynda Roesler, Tim Baker or myself.

I would like to mention the Community service we do as a chapter.  The AGA prides itself in staying very active in the local community.  This month we are ringing bells for the Salvation Army @ Westfield Mall.  We are also participating in the Adopt A Family program.  Please contact Rich Kuzelka for ways to donate to this worthy cause.  Thanks to all those that help with these projects.

With that I think I will stop.  On behalf of the Lincoln AGA Board and myself I wish you all a happy and safe holiday season.  I hope to see you all soon.

Sincerely,

Randy Gerke - Lincoln Chapter AGA President

December Audio Conference – December 6, 2006
The subject of this conference is “Procurement Cards: Successes and Challenges”.   The conference will be held at the State Office Building, Lower Level Conference Room F.  The meeting starts at 12:30pm with lunch catered from Blimpie Subs for $7.  The audio conference is from 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm and is free for members.  There is a $25 charge for nonmembers.  The conference again is worth 2 CPE.  Please register online at http://www.lincolnneaga.org/   
Executive Board Meeting – December 6, 2006
We are going to have a quick Board meeting before the audio conference on 12/6 for purposes of finalizing some of the plans for the Spring Seminar.  Although it seems like a long time away we need to finalize speakers now.  Please plan on coming from 12-12:30 on the 6th to discuss this. 
December Chapter Meeting - December 13, 2006
The Lincoln AGA Chapter will be holding its regular monthly meeting a week late during the months of December and January.  The December meeting will be held December 13, 2006 at the Game and Parks Building, 2200 N. 33rd, Lincoln.  The December meeting will begin at 11:45 a.m. with optional lunch, Valentino's is catering ($7).  Please register on the Lincoln AGA website at http://www.lincolnneaga.org/ . Below is the meeting topic: 

 The topic title will be "Natural-Resource Amenities and Nebraska's Economy:  Current Connections, Challenges, and Possibilities".  The presentation will be the results of a study the Nebraska Game and Parks helped to fund/coordinate together with other partners: American Rivers, Center for Rural Affairs, Nebraska Dept of Economic Development (Travel & Tourism and Business Development Divisions), UNL Water Center, Senator Ben Nelson's Office and Congressman Jeff Fortenberry's Office.  The published results can be viewed at   http://www.ngpc.state.ne.us/admin/niemereport.pdf 
January Chapter Meeting - January 10, 2006
The Lincoln AGA Chapter will be holding its regular monthly meeting a week late during the month of January.  The January meeting topic and location is yet to be determined but is going to be January 10, 2007. 
Calendar of Events

December 6 – Wednesday – Audio Conference - Procurement Cards - Successes and Challenges

December 13 – Wednesday – Chapter Meeting
December 19 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – Retirement Conference Room

January 10 – Wednesday – Chapter Meeting 

January 16 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – Retirement Conference Room

February 20 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – Retirement Conference Room

February 28 – Wednesday – Audio Conference - Internal Controls
March 20 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – Retirement Conference Room

March 28 – Wednesday – Audio Conference - Procurement Fraud
April 17 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – Retirement Conference Room

April 19 – Wednesday – AGA Spring Seminar 

May 9 – Wednesday -- Audio Conference – Ethics 

May 15 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – Retirement Conference Room

Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for the spring seminar or chapter meetings please contact Amy Wilson at 471-7737 or amwilson@notes.state.ne.us.

Retirement Party
As you may know, the Chapter’s Bell Ringing maestro Dave Kroeker is retiring.  The County Board and Staff has invited Chapter members that know Dave to a get together they are hosting for Dave in Room 113 at the County City Building at 2:00 pm on December 14th.  I encourage you to attend and honor Dave for his many years of service to the City and our Chapter.  If you have any questions, please give me a call.  

Rich Kuzelka

Finance Manager

FHWA Nebraska Division

(402) 437-5966

richard.kuzelka@fhwa.dot.gov
Lincoln Action Program Adopt – A – Family

Don’t forget to sign up and bring a gift or donation to the December 6th meeting and audio conference.  LAP has provided a family that consists of a single mother, daughter (6) and two sons (4 & 2).  The mother is a full time student studying to be a nurse. The mother shops for groceries at the North Wal-Mart.

We had quite a few sign up to donate items at the November 8th meeting but we could still use some additional items.  Please contact Rich or Brenda to see what is still needed and sign up.

Thanks for helping us make the holiday merrier for this family!

Rich Kuzelka, 730-6182, Richard.Kuzelka@fhwa.dot.gov
Brenda Ladd - AGA Director of Community Service, 472-5278, bladd2@unl.edu
Take the CGFM Examinations before the NLC

AGA is once again offering a great opportunity to take the CGFM Examinations and earn your CGFM before the annual National Leadership Conference (NLC) in Washington D.C. Whether you've been thinking about earning your CGFM or have enrolled but found it difficult to find time to complete the three exams, this is your chance to get it done!

To help you reach that goal, we are offering a two-day Intensive Review Course on Thursday, February 8, and Friday, February 9, 2007 and an opportunity to take CGFM Examinations on February 10-11, 2007. The cost of the course is only $249 for qualified participants, and it offers 18 CPE hours. Special Bonus: the CGFM Examinations are offered at no cost to course attendees. 

This course is designed as a supplement to previous preparation for the CGFM Examinations, so this is a perfect opportunity for those individuals who have already attended CGFM training courses or have been preparing by using the CGFM Study Guides. Enrollment is limited and participants must first apply and be accepted into the CGFM Program, so don't delay.

More information and a registration form for this event are available on AGA website - http://www.agacgfm.org/nlc_2007/cgfm_exam.htm. If you have any questions, contact Katya Silver at 703-684-6931 ext. 305 or ksilver@agacgfm.org.
CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES – November 8, 2006


The November 8, 2006 AGA Chapter Meeting was held in conjunction with “The New Yellow Book” Audio Conference at the US Bank conference room from 12:30 to 3:00.  Food was catered in from Lazzari’s Pizza.  Those attending:  Dan Albrecht, Don Arp, Tim Baker, Ron Carlson, Martha Carter, Ruilin Cheng, Frank Faughn, Jenny Gilmore, Ramona Hartley, Syed Hassan, Clint Holmes, Rich Kuzelka, Lance Lambdin, Angie McClelland, Andre Mick, Raymond Miller, Steve Penas, Patty Richard, Lynda Roesler, Dori Smidt, Liz Thanel, Amy Wilson, Teresa Zalauf, and Cindy Nichols.

The winner of the free lunch was Angela McClelland.  

Before the audio conference began, Frank discussed the St Louis Chapter revitalization.  Rich shared that the chapter had decided to adopt a family for the holiday season.  He passed around a sign up sheet of items the family would like to receive.  Members are asked to bring the items they signed up for or other items that they feel the family would enjoy to the December chapter meeting.  Monetary donations can also be given and the AGA board will use these funds to fill in the gaps on the list for the family.

The audio conference was presented by Ray Harris, Jeff Steinholff, Jeanette Franzel and Marcia Buchanan all from the GAO, and Steve Morgan from the City of Austin, Texas.  The presentation went over the substantial changes recently made to the Government Auditing Standards (“Yellow Book 2006”).

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES – November 21, 2006

The November 21, 2006 AGA Board Meeting was held at the TierOne Bldg-1221 “N” Street, Suite 325 at 12:00.  Those members attending were: Randy Gerke, Dori Smidt, Tim Baker, Ron Carlson, Rich Kuzelka, Michelle Raphael, Syed Hassan, and Lynda Roesler.  

Motion made for approval of the October Board and Chapter minutes as submitted by Dori in the October Newsletter.  Motion made by Ron and seconded by Tim.  All in favor.

Tim discussed that the committee for the spring seminar has met and has begun working to narrow down topics and speakers.  They will meet again on the 28th of November.  

Tim noted that two classes will be visited at Wesleyan.  He suggested offering student AGA membership scholarships.  Dori moved that the first three students per college interested in joining AGA receive a membership scholarship good for one year’s membership to the Lincoln AGA chapter.  Ron seconded.  All in favor.  Tim will invite the students to a meeting where they will receive their first meal free for being a guest and then if they would like to join AGA, they would be eligible for a membership scholarship.  Tim also noted that he asked UNL about being part of their Career Day but was told that they only want businesses that actually “hire”.

Dori passed around the Bell Ringing schedule.  One spot is left to be filled therefore Tim will call a couple members to find a willing person. 

Randy noted that he recently attended an Omaha Chapter meeting and tax conference held in conjunction with Bellevue University.  He stated that they received 2 student memberships due to the conference and that it was very well attended with good speakers.  Since his attendance was compensated by the Omaha Chapter, it was felt that our Spring Conference should be compensated for the Omaha Chapter President.

It was decided that the monthly AGA meeting should not be held in conjunction with any audio conferences but rather as a separate meeting.  Therefore the December chapter meeting will be held on Dec 13th with details to be determined before the November newsletter is published.  It was also decided to have the January chapter meeting on the 2nd Wed in January, on the 10th.  Rich mentioned the idea of having an evening or morning meeting periodically rather then just at lunch.  At this time the board felt it was better to keep it during the lunch hour due to numerous morning and evening obligations.  

Rich said he had received names for at least one of all the items on the Adopt a Family list.  He will send out another e-mail asking for additional items such as clothing and cash donations.  He will also contact the agency to find out if the cash donations and the $100 the chapter is donating should be for gas or groceries and for which vendors.  

Rich and Tim brought up the fact that we have a very nice web site which has taken a lot of work by the Web Master who has not charged us for his work.  Therefore Dori moved and Rich seconded to pay a $500 stipend every August for Web Service Support.  This is to start in the current 2006-07 year.  This will be given as a thank you for the excellent job the Web Master has done.  Amount will be adjusted if changes in the web service are determined necessary.  

The next audio conference, Procurement Cards – Successes and Challenges, will be held on Dec 6th.  Syed will contact Blimpies about providing the food.  

It was mentioned that the National Website shows a different name than Association of Governmental Accountants.  Randy will contact National to see if the name change was ever passed or if the website has been prematurely updated.
No Treasurer’s report was submitted.

Being no further business, meeting adjourned. 

Presented by Dori Smidt, Secretary.

Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 
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Treasurers’ Report and Budget Information

	Balance October 1, 2006
	
	
	
	 $         10,102.46 

	
	Receipts:
	
	
	

	
	 Interest Income 
	
	 $          0.39 
	

	
	 Fall Workshop 
	
	      1,530.00 
	

	
	 Total Receipts 
	
	
	 $            1,530.39 

	
	Disbursements:
	
	
	

	
	 Fall Workshop Expenses 
	 $           0.00 
	

	
	 Guest Meals 
	
	            36.08 
	

	
	Meal Drawing 
	
	            20.00 
	

	
	 Advertising-Dues 
	
	              0.00 
	

	
	 Total Disbursements 
	
	
	 $                  56.08 

	Balance October 31, 2006
	
	
	
	 $           11,576.77 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	 Bank 
	
	 $ 11,576.77 
	

	
	BUDGET INFORMATION
	
	
	

	Year 2006-2007
	 
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining

	Receipts:
	
	
	
	

	Spring Seminar 
	
	 $   3,175.00 
	 $          0.00 
	 $             3,175.00 

	Fall Workshop
	
	7,455.00 
	7,155.00 
	300.00 

	Fund Development
	
	350.00 
	0.00 
	350.00 

	Local Dues-Membership
	
	375.00 
	359.60 
	15.40 

	Educational Events
	
	1,000.00 
	168.00 
	832.00 

	Meeting Meals
	
	50.00 
	0.00 
	50.00 

	Misc Income
	
	405.00 
	385.00 
	20.00 

	Interest Income
	
	5.00 
	2.29 
	2.71 

	Total Receipts
	
	 $ 12,815.00 
	 $   8,069.89 
	 $             4,745.11 

	Disbursements:
	
	
	
	

	National Conference-San Diego
	
	 $   1,915.00 
	 $   1,911.28 
	 $                    3.72 

	Spring Seminar Expense
	
	2,000.00 
	606.94 
	1,393.06 

	Fall Workshop Expense
	
	2,500.00 
	2,248.04 
	251.96 

	Establish Savings Account
	
	570.00 
	0.00 
	570.00 

	Other Seminars-Travel
	
	300.00 
	0.00 
	300.00 

	Fund Development Costs
	
	150.00 
	0.00 
	150.00 

	Board Expense
	
	50.00 
	0.00 
	50.00 

	Guest Meals
	
	150.00 
	55.52 
	94.48 

	Postage
	
	100.00 
	40.00 
	60.00 

	Printing
	
	100.00 
	0.00 
	100.00 

	Meal Drawings-Chapter Meetings
	
	100.00 
	30.00 
	70.00 

	Speaker Gifts
	
	300.00 
	0.00 
	300.00 

	Speaker Meals
	
	100.00 
	6.56 
	93.44 

	Meeting Expense
	
	100.00 
	0.00 
	100.00 

	Educational Events
	
	2,390.00 
	1,599.29 
	790.71 

	Scholarship
	
	100.00 
	0.00 
	100.00 

	Member Incentives
	
	100.00 
	0.00 
	100.00 

	Advertising-Dues
	
	155.00 
	153.78 
	1.22 

	Member of the Year
	
	25.00 
	25.00 
	0.00 

	CGFM Expense
	
	525.00 
	255.00 
	270.00 

	Misc Expense
	
	1,085.00 
	985.00 
	100.00 

	Total Disbursements
	
	 $ 12,815.00 
	 $   7,916.41 
	 $             4,898.59 


2006-2007 Chapter Officers and Board Members
 
President                                            Randy Gerke                       471-9495            rgerke@npers.ne.gov
President-Elect                                   Linda Roesler                     471-7737            lyn.roesler@gmail.com
Secretary                                            Dori Smidt                          472-1934           dsmidt2@unl.edu
Treasurer                                            Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           dan.albrecht@hhss.ne.gov
Past-President                                    Rich Kuzelka                      437-5966            richard.kuzelka@fhwa.dot.gov
 
Board Members
 
Director of Communications                      Tim Channer                326-3043               t.channer@verizon.net
Director of Education                                 Syed Hassan                471-9159             shassan@notes.state.ne.us
Director of Community Service                 Brenda Ladd                472-5278             bladd2@unl.edu
Director of Membership                             Connie Kubat              471-5521             ckubat@ngpc.ne.gov
Director of Bylaws & Procedures               Ron Carlson                471-0619               rcarlson@notes.state.ne.us
Director of Early Careers                            Tim Baker                   471-3571               tbaker@nde.state.ne.us
Director of Professional Certification         Michelle Raphael        471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Director of Chapter Programs                     Amy Wilson               471-7737               amwilson@notes.state.ne.us
Director of Fund Development                   Liz Thanel                   441-7446               lthanel@lancaster.ne.gov
Lincoln Chapter
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