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Lincoln Chapter  

Association of Government Accountants 

www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – October, 2006

President's Message:

Greetings to all.  It is newsletter time again.  Once again it has been a busy month and I have several things to report on.

We have had our second monthly Chapter meeting for the year.  This was held at Spaghetti Works on October 4, 2006 and was very well attended by members and guests.  Democratic candidate for Governor Dave Hahn was the guest speaker.

Our next monthly Chapter meeting will be held November 8, 2006 in conjunction with the audio conference “The New Yellow Book-What you need to know”.   The conference will be held at US Bank, 13th & M Streets, (Training Room) in downtown Lincoln.  The meeting starts at 12:30pm with lunch ($7).  The audio conference is from 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm and is free for members.  There is a $25 charge for nonmembers.  The conference is worth 2 CPE.  Please register online at http://www.lincolnneaga.org/ .  

Work is beginning on our AGA Spring Seminar.  A date for the 2007 Spring Seminar has not been set at this time.  Anyone that would like to be part of the planning for this event is invited to attend an open meeting on Thursday, October 26th to discuss topics and speakers.  This is your opportunity to provide ideas and suggestions relating to our seminar program.  The meeting will be held at the Nebraska Department of Education, Conference Room B, Sixth Floor of the State Office Building - starting at 12:15.  Feel free to bring your lunch with you.

I would like to say again this month that the chapter is now the proud owner of a set of CGFM study guides that members can check out.  If you are interested in being a CGFM and you make application before November 30, 2006 your registration can be free.  Contact Michelle Raphael at mrmrsralph@aol.com for all the information about this program.  I do know we have had at least “one taker” on this offer so far.

I would like to remind everyone that Brenda Ladd is still looking for Bell Ringers for the Salvation Army as one of our community service projects.  We will be ringing bells at the Westfield Mall on November 29 & 30, 2006.  Please contact Brenda Ladd at bladd2@unl.edu if you would like to help.  

One last item, during our monthly board meeting we discussed ways that we might do some fundraising.  You may or may not know that the local Lincoln Chapter of the AGA offers an annual scholarship to an accounting student at UNL.  The local chapter also does community service projects such as the Adopt a Family project here during the holidays.  These funds are used for worthwhile projects of this sort.  If you have any fundraising ideas or want to help with fundraising projects please contact Liz Thanel at  lthanel@lancaster.ne.gov .

Please keep working on those new members (I have heard we have 2 more this month).  I hope to see you all soon.

Sincerely,

Randy Gerke - Lincoln Chapter AGA President

November Chapter Meeting

Our next monthly Chapter meeting will be held Wednesday, November 8, 2006 in conjunction with the audio conference “The New Yellow Book-What you need to know”.   The conference will be held at US Bank, 13th & M Streets, (Training Room) in downtown Lincoln.  The meeting starts at 12:30 pm with lunch ($7).  Lunch will be pizza from Lazarris.   The audio conference is from 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm and is free for members.  There is a $25 charge for nonmembers.  The conference is worth 2 CPE.  See details and register online at http://www.lincolnneaga.org/ .  

Calendar of Events

November 8 – Wednesday - Audio Conference - The New Yellow Book 

November 21 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – Retirement Conference Room

December 6 – Wednesday – Audio Conference - Procurement Cards - Successes and Challenges
December 19 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – Retirement Conference Room

February 28, 2007 – Wednesday – Audio Conference - Internal Controls
March 28, 2007 – Wednesday – Audio Conference - Procurement Fraud
May 9, 2007 – Wednesday -- Audio Conference – Ethics

Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for the spring seminar or chapter meetings please contact Amy Wilson at 471-7737 or amwilson@notes.state.ne.us.

Bellringing

The Salvation Army Bell Ringing will be on Nov 29th and Nov 30th from 5 to 9 each night.  Brenda Ladd is looking for volunteers to work a two hour shift either of those evenings.  

Lincoln Action Program - Adopt – A – Family

As we did last year, AGA will be adopting a needy family for the holiday season through the Lincoln Action Program.  This will be a community service event for our Chapter.  I am awaiting information from LAP, but have requested a family of four with at least two children.  I will try to get information out to chapter members within the next few days on what is needed.  Any assistance we provide will be greatly appreciated.  In addition to the items requested from the family, you may also donate cash or food for a holiday dinner.

If you would like to donate a gift for this family, you may bring it to the December AGA Chapter meeting, or you may contact Rich Kuzelka or Brenda Ladd anytime prior to December 18.

Thanks for making the holiday merrier for those less fortunate!

Rich Kuzelka - 730-6182, Richard.Kuzelka@fhwa.dot.gov
Earning a Certified Government Financial Manager (CGFM) designation - a step-by-step guide. 

Interested in the CGFM designation? Want to know where to start or what happens next?

Here is a step-by-step guide on how you can earn the CGFM designation:

Step 1 - Applying for the CGFM Program.   Submit an application form for the CGFM Program via Internet, fax or mail, including the application fee of $85.  Fax or mail a copy of your transcript from an accredited college or university. The transcript must show that a degree (bachelor's or higher) was awarded and must list at least 24 credit hours of courses in financial management or related topics. Your name and the name of the college or university must appear on all transcripts. 


Step 2 - Eligibility Letter. Once your application, payment and degree documentation are received and processed, the Office of Professional Certification will mail you an Eligibility Letter with instructions on how to purchase your CGFM Examinations. Your eligibility for taking the CGFM Examinations expires in three years from the date your CGFM application was processed. 

Step 3 - Work Verification. Submit a Verification of Government Financial Management Work Experience form as soon as you have at least two years of professional-level experience in the government financial management field. You do not have to submit this form before taking the examinations, but the experience requirement must be met before the designation can be granted.

Step 4 - Studying for Examinations. You have several options, including classroom courses, study guides and a reading resources list. You may also want to contact a local AGA chapter to find out if there are any study groups or other support available to help you prepare for the examinations.

Step 5 - Examination Purchase. Following the instructions on your Eligibility Letter, purchase CGFM Examination(s) through the AGA website and print the Test Authorization Letter.  Examination fees are $109 for each of the three examinations.

Step 6 - Taking the Examinations. Follow the instructions on the Test Authorization Letter to schedule a testing appointment at a Prometric Test Center near you. Show up at the testing center on your appointment date (be sure to read and follow the testing procedures described on the Test Authorization Letter).

Step 7 - Score Reporting and Retakes. After you complete an examination at a Prometric Test Center, you will immediately receive a pass/fail score on the computer.  Numerical scores are not provided. If you did not pass your exam, there is a 30-day waiting period before you can repurchase and retake that examination. If you fail the same exam more than once, the waiting period is 90 days. 

Step 8 - Award Letter. Once you pass all three CGFM Examinations, and your Verification of Government Financial Management Work Experience form has been submitted and accepted, the Office of Professional Certification will send you an award letter announcing your new CGFM designation. You can start using the "CGFM" after your name only after you receive the official award letter from AGA.

Step 9 - CGFM Certificate. A CGFM certificate will be mailed within a few weeks of issuing the award letter. An excellent source of additional information on the CGFM Program is the AGA website (www.agacgfm.org, select "CGFM Certification" on the navigational bar).  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the Office of Professional Certification at 1.800.AGA.7211, ext. 306 or 305. 
CGFM Continuing Professional Education

IT'S THAT TIME OF THE YEAR AGAIN - MAKE SURE YOU HAVE YOUR CPEs

Are you one of the CGFMs who received their designation in 1996, 1998, 2000, 2002 or 2004? Then you need to have at least 80 Continuing Professional Education (CPE) hours earned within the two-year period of January 1, 2005 and December 31, 2006.

If short, you can take advantage of the grace period of January 1 - March 31, 2007 to catch up on your CPEs (these hours then cannot be counted towards your next cycle of 2007-2008). 

If you have not yet reached your mark, you still have time.  What you have to do is remind yourself that every activity might serve a dual purpose.  If you are earning a graduate degree, if you are teaching or writing, or if you are earning CPEs for another certification, you might be able to count these CPEs towards your CGFM certification requirement. Review the opportunities available to you for earning CPE hours, and you will realize that there are many ways in which you can maintain your CGFM certification without undue cost or time demands.

Consider: 

-- Online CPE opportunities, including AGA's "Journal CPE Online" that offers CPE hours for reading The Journal of Government Financial Management and taking the relevant quizzes and online courses offered through Micromash and SmartPros, two educational organizations in partnership with AGA (www.agacgfm.org/education/educationdefault.aspx).

-- CPE offered by AGA chapters and state CPA or other government finance officer societies and other organizations.

-- Opportunities to earn CPE hours for teaching a relevant course (not to exceed 40 CPE hours in any two-year period), publishing an article or book that contribute directly to CGFM's professional proficiency (up to 20 CPE hours) or taking applicable college courses.

Not all CPEs can count towards the CGFM designation. The hours earned must be in government financial management topics or related technical subjects applicable to government financial management areas. Applicable CPEs would need to maintain or enhance your professional proficiency in government financial management, and you have to keep back-up documentation of the completed CPE for at least three years. This documentation may be requested by AGA if you are selected to be audited; however, CGFMs should not automatically send information on their CPE hours to AGA at the time of renewal.

For more detailed information about earning CPE hours, what topics and subjects can qualify for CPEs and answers to commonly asked CPE questions, please visit www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/maintain/cpe_requirements.aspx.  If you have any additional questions, contact AGA's Office of Professional Certification at 800.AGA.7211, ext. 305.

Katya Silver - Director of Professional Certification Administration

AGA - Advancing Government Accountability

2208 Mount Vernon Avenue

Alexandria, VA 22301-1314

Phone: 703.684.6931, ext. 305  Toll Free: 800.AGA.7211, ext. 305       Fax: 703.562.0361

ksilver@agacgfm.org       www.agacgfm.org

CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES – October 4, 2006


The October 4, 2006 AGA Chapter Meeting was held at Spaghetti Work’s at 11:45.  Those attending:  Lance Lambdin, Angie McClelland, Liz Thanel, Cindy Nichols, Martha Carter, Don Arp, Frank Faughn, Brenda Ladd, Jenny Gilmore, Dori Smidt, Tim Baker, Jason Walters, Michelle Raphael, Rich Kuzelka,  Bruce Snyder, Ray Miller, Ruilin Cheng, Dwane Rauscher, Jennifer Mai, Ramona Hartley, Ron Carlson, Kristi Bourke, Lonnie Fierstein, Steve Penas, Randy Gerke, Dan Albrecht, Robert Storant, and four guests, Jamie Johnson (Dori’s guest), Becky Zavala (Brenda’s guest), Teresa Zulauf (Randy’s guest) , and Clint Holmes (Steve’s guest ).  

Randy welcomed everyone and introduced the guests.  Randy also welcomed the 5 new members that recently joined our chapter that were in attendance for the first time.  Brenda Ladd announced that the Salvation Army Bell Ringing will be on Nov 29th and Nov 30th from 5 to 9 each night.  She is looking for volunteers to work a two hour shift either of those evenings.  

Frank Faughn announced our speaker, Dave Hahn, Democratic candidate for Governor.  Dave spoke on his concern for the future return of Nebraska.  He feels that Nebraska is not moving forward therefore limiting the growth of the state and hampering the health.  He stated that the fastest growing business in Nebraska is Paycheck Advancement companies.  If elected he plans to introduce a new Energy Plan using alternative fuels and wind.  As Nebraska is one of the few states with 100% publicly owned energy, he felt we needed to use this to our advantage.  He also wants Broadband Internet to be provided by the power companies in order to make available to all of Nebraska not only for personal use but for use in schools, hospitals, and other businesses.  He feels we are loosing many technology jobs because of the lack of high speed Internet in Nebraska therefore hopes that this will help bring those companies to Nebraska as well.

The meeting was ended with the drawing for the free meal going to Brenda Ladd for the 2nd month in a row!

Presented by:  Dori Smidt

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES – October 17, 2006

The October 17, 2006 AGA Board Meeting was held at the TierOne Bldg-1221 “N” Street, Suite 325 at 12:00.  Those members attending were: Randy Gerke, Dori Smidt, Dan Albrecht, Tim Baker, Ron Carlson, Liz Thanel, Rich Kuzelka, and Lynda Roesler.  

Motion made for approval of the Sept Board and Chapter minutes as submitted by Dori in the Sept Newsletter.  Motion made by Rich and seconded by Ron.  All in favor.

The next audio conference, the New Yellow Book, will be held on Nov 8th in the US Bank Tower Training room.  Tim B will make sure the room is set up and ready to go.  Randy will make sure there is a computer and projector available for our use and will talk to Frank about printing the slides.  Rich will line up the food.  As the website says pizza, he will look into some other pizza options besides Val’s with the price remaining at $7.00.  Dan will bring the phone and take money.  Rich also discussed that so many meetings are using web conferencing now.  He will contact National AGA about switching these audio conferences to web conferences.  

Dan presented the Treasurer’s report.  Dori noted that the items discussed in the Sept meeting in regards to moving expenses out of miscellaneous into the proper categories had not been done.  Dan will make these changes.  Rich motioned to approve the Treasurer’s report as amended and Ron seconded.  All in favor.

Liz discussed some possible fundraising ideas.  It was noted that since the chapter had a strong fall seminar, it would be better to focus the fundraising on doing something that would promote AGA members getting to know each other better.  Liz will look into some ideas.  Also decided that the raffles are nice to do in conjunction with the seminars so Liz will also look into a raffle for the spring seminar.  

Tim discussed the need for a committee to start working on the spring seminar.  No date will be set at this time until the committee has a chance to look at possible speaker’s schedules first.  The committee will consist of Frank, Tim, and Syed as board members and they will also recruit other chapter members.  One speaker idea was Patrick Kuhse.  The committee will begin work and report back.  

Rich suggested doing the Adopt A Family again this year and volunteered to be in charge of the effort.  Lynda moved and Liz seconded to Adopt A Family for AGA, ask the members to make donations, and have the chapter contribute $100 for family necessities such as groceries or gas. All were in favor.

Dori passed around the Bell Ringing schedule.  One spot is left to be filled therefore will be passed around at the Nov Audio Conference.

Dan said he contacted the foundation about the scholarship and found that one $1,000 scholarship was awarded this year.  He said the Foundation is suppose to notify us of the recipient and the recipient is suppose to send a thank you letter as well which has not yet been received.  Discussed that some sort of award recognition for this scholarship would be nice either at an Award's ceremony sponsored by UNL or at an AGA chapter meeting.  

Being no further business, meeting adjourned. 

Presented by Dori Smidt, Secretary.

Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 
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Treasurers’ Report and Budget Information

	Balance July 1, 2006
	
	
	
	 $ 8,859.62 

	
	Receipts:
	
	
	

	
	 Fall Workshop 
	
	 $ 1,670.00 
	

	
	 Local Dues-Membership 
	         59.60 
	

	
	 Misc Income 
	
	       385.00 
	

	
	 Interest Income 
	           0.73 
	

	
	 Total Receipts 
	
	
	 $ 2,115.33 

	
	Disbursements:
	
	
	

	
	 Educational Events 
	 $ 1,120.00 
	

	
	 Postage 
	
	         40.00 
	

	
	 Advertising-Dues 
	       142.05 
	

	
	 CGFM Expense 
	       255.00 
	

	
	 Misc Expense 
	
	       985.00 
	

	
	 Total Disbursements 
	
	
	 $ 2,542.05 

	Balance August 31, 2006
	
	
	
	 $ 8,432.90 

	
	 Bank 
	
	 $ 8,432.90 
	

	
	BUDGET INFORMATION
	
	
	

	Year 2006-2007
	 
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining

	Receipts:
	
	
	
	

	Spring Seminar 
	
	 $ 4,000.00 
	 $        0.00 
	 $ 4,000.00 

	Fall Workshop
	
	3,000.00 
	1,670.00 
	1,330.00 

	Fund Development
	
	350.00 
	0.00 
	350.00 

	Local Dues-Membership
	
	375.00 
	359.60 
	15.40 

	Educational Events
	
	1,500.00 
	168.00 
	1,332.00 

	Meeting Meals
	
	50.00 
	0.00 
	50.00 

	Misc Income
	
	15.00 
	385.00 
	(370.00)

	Interest Income
	
	5.00 
	1.57 
	3.43 

	Total Receipts
	
	 $ 9,295.00 
	 $ 2,584.17 
	 $ 6,710.83 

	Disbursements:
	
	
	
	

	National Conference-San Diego
	
	 $ 1,400.00 
	 $ 1,911.28 
	 $   (511.28)

	Spring Seminar Expense
	
	2,000.00 
	606.94 
	1,393.06 

	Fall Workshop Expense
	
	1,300.00 
	0.00 
	1,300.00 

	Establish Savings Account
	
	570.00 
	0.00 
	570.00 

	Other Seminars-Travel
	
	300.00 
	0.00 
	300.00 

	Fund Development Costs
	
	150.00 
	0.00 
	150.00 

	Board Expense
	
	50.00 
	0.00 
	50.00 

	Guest Meals
	
	150.00 
	0.00 
	150.00 

	Postage
	
	100.00 
	40.00 
	60.00 

	Printing
	
	100.00 
	0.00 
	100.00 

	Meal Drawings-Chapter Meetings
	
	100.00 
	10.00 
	90.00 

	Speaker Gifts
	
	300.00 
	0.00 
	300.00 

	Speaker Meals
	
	100.00 
	0.00 
	100.00 

	Meeting Expense
	
	100.00 
	0.00 
	100.00 

	Educational Events
	
	2,200.00 
	1,599.29 
	600.71 

	Scholarship
	
	100.00 
	0.00 
	100.00 

	Member Incentives
	
	100.00 
	0.00 
	100.00 

	Advertising-Dues
	
	100.00 
	142.05 
	(42.05)

	Member of the Year
	
	25.00 
	25.00 
	0.00 

	CGFM Expense
	
	525.00 
	255.00 
	270.00 

	Misc Expense
	
	50.00 
	985.00 
	(935.00)

	Total Disbursements
	
	 $ 9,820.00 
	 $ 5,574.56 
	 $ 4,245.44 


	Balance September 1, 2006
	
	
	
	 $   8,432.90 

	
	Receipts:
	
	
	

	
	 Interest Income 
	
	 $          0.33 
	

	
	 Fall Workshop 
	
	      3,955.00 
	

	
	 Total Receipts 
	
	
	 $   3,955.33 

	
	Disbursements:
	
	
	

	
	 Fall Workshop Expenses 
	 $   2,248.04 
	

	
	 Guest Meals 
	
	           19.44 
	

	
	 Speaker Meals 
	
	             6.56 
	

	
	 Advertising-Dues 
	
	           11.73 
	

	
	 Total Disbursements 
	
	
	 $   2,285.77 

	Balance September 30, 2006
	
	
	
	 $ 10,102.46 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	 Bank 
	
	 $ 10,102.46 
	

	
	BUDGET INFORMATION
	
	
	

	Year 2006-2007
	 
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining

	Receipts:
	
	
	
	

	Spring Seminar 
	
	 $   3,175.00 
	 $          0.00 
	 $   3,175.00 

	Fall Workshop
	
	7,455.00 
	5,625.00 
	1,830.00 

	Fund Development
	
	350.00 
	0.00 
	350.00 

	Local Dues-Membership
	
	375.00 
	359.60 
	15.40 

	Educational Events
	
	1,000.00 
	168.00 
	832.00 

	Meeting Meals
	
	50.00 
	0.00 
	50.00 

	Misc Income
	
	405.00 
	385.00 
	20.00 

	Interest Income
	
	5.00 
	1.90 
	3.10 

	Total Receipts
	
	 $ 12,815.00 
	 $   6,539.50 
	 $   6,275.50 

	Disbursements:
	
	
	
	

	National Conference-San Diego
	
	 $   1,915.00 
	 $   1,911.28 
	 $          3.72 

	Spring Seminar Expense
	
	2,000.00 
	606.94 
	1,393.06 

	Fall Workshop Expense
	
	2,500.00 
	2,248.04 
	251.96 

	Establish Savings Account
	
	570.00 
	0.00 
	570.00 

	Other Seminars-Travel
	
	300.00 
	0.00 
	300.00 

	Fund Development Costs
	
	150.00 
	0.00 
	150.00 

	Board Expense
	
	50.00 
	0.00 
	50.00 

	Guest Meals
	
	150.00 
	19.44 
	130.56 

	Postage
	
	100.00 
	40.00 
	60.00 

	Printing
	
	100.00 
	0.00 
	100.00 

	Meal Drawings-Chapter Meetings
	
	100.00 
	10.00 
	90.00 

	Speaker Gifts
	
	300.00 
	0.00 
	300.00 

	Speaker Meals
	
	100.00 
	6.56 
	93.44 

	Meeting Expense
	
	100.00 
	0.00 
	100.00 

	Educational Events
	
	2,390.00 
	1,599.29 
	790.71 

	Scholarship
	
	100.00 
	0.00 
	100.00 

	Member Incentives
	
	100.00 
	0.00 
	100.00 

	Advertising-Dues
	
	155.00 
	153.78 
	1.22 

	Member of the Year
	
	25.00 
	25.00 
	0.00 

	CGFM Expense
	
	525.00 
	255.00 
	270.00 

	Misc Expense
	
	1,085.00 
	985.00 
	100.00 

	Total Disbursements
	
	 $ 12,815.00 
	 $   7,860.33 
	 $   4,954.67 


2006-2007 Chapter Officers and Board Members
 
President                                            Randy Gerke                       471-9495            rgerke@npers.ne.gov
President-Elect                                   Linda Roesler                     471-7737            lyn.roesler@gmail.com
Secretary                                            Dori Smidt                          472-1934           dsmidt2@unl.edu
Treasurer                                            Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           dan.albrecht@hhss.ne.gov
Past-President                                    Rich Kuzelka                      437-5966            richard.kuzelka@fhwa.dot.gov
 
Board Members
 
Director of Communications                      Tim Channer                326-3043               t.channer@verizon.net
Director of Education                                 Syed Hassan                471-9159             shassan@notes.state.ne.us
Director of Community Service                 Brenda Ladd                472-5278             bladd2@unl.edu
Director of Membership                             Connie Kubat              471-5521             ckubat@ngpc.ne.gov
Director of Bylaws & Procedures               Ron Carlson                471-0619               rcarlson@notes.state.ne.us
Director of Early Careers                            Tim Baker                   471-3571               tbaker@nde.state.ne.us
Director of Professional Certification         Michelle Raphael        471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Director of Chapter Programs                     Amy Wilson               471-7737               amwilson@notes.state.ne.us
Director of Fund Development                   Liz Thanel                   441-7446               lthanel@lancaster.ne.gov
Lincoln Chapter

Association Of Government Accountants

P.O. Box 94665

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4665
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