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Lincoln Chapter  

Association of Government Accountants 

www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – September, 2006

President's Message:

Hello to all.  The days are rolling by very quickly.   The Lincoln AGA Chapter is off and running on a new and exciting year. 

We have had our first monthly Chapter meeting.  This was held at Tico’s Restaurant on September 6, 2006.  Our speaker was Norman Agena, the Lancaster County Assessor.    He gave a very interesting presentation regarding property valuations and other County Assessor business.

Our next monthly Chapter meeting will be held October 4, 2006 at the Spaghetti Works @ 228 N. 12th in downtown Lincoln.  The meeting starts at 11:45.  I believe for this meeting we will be eating before our speaker’s presentation.  The speaker this month is Dave Hahn, Democratic candidate for Governor.  Please register online at http://www.lincolnneaga.org/ under the menu item Chapter Meetings.  This might be a good time to bring a new member prospect.

We held our AGA Fall Seminar on September 21, 2006.  We feel it was a huge success.  There were 61 people in attendance who can receive 8 CPE credits for the day.  Nearly one third of the people in attendance were non-members.  If you were one of the folks attending please take a minute and fill out the evaluation form that can be found at http://www.lincolnneaga.org/sept2006_eval.php .  Thanks in advance.  This helps us plan for our next seminar.  I also want to thank Tim Baker for his extreme efforts on making the seminar such a success.  I also want to thank Syed Hassan and Frank Faughn.  We could not have done it without you guys.

The chapter is now the proud owner of a set of CGFM study guides that members can check out.  If you are interested in being a CGFM and you make application before November 30, 2006 your registration can be free.  Contact Michelle Raphael at mrmrsralph@aol.com for all the information about this program.

The last thing I would like to mention is that due to efforts by our chapter members we have added 6 new members this month.  We also have had one member whose membership had lapsed rejoin.  This makes our numbers look much better but we are not done yet.  We still need about 3 more new members to get us back up to where the Chapter was a year ago.   Please, if you have someone that you think would enjoy the membership in AGA bring them to lunch on October 4, 2006.  They will get to hear an interesting presentation and get a free lunch to boot.  Don’t forget if they join, you as sponsor get a free lunch too).

I hope to see you all soon.

Sincerely,

Randy Gerke - Lincoln Chapter AGA President

October Chapter Meeting

Wednesday, October 4th at Spaghetti Works, 228 N 12th Street at 11:45. The speaker for this meeting will be Mr. Dave Hahn, the Democratic candidate for governor.  RSVP by noon Tuesday, October 3 on the chapter website.

Calendar of Events

October 4 – Wednesday - Spaghetti Works - 11:45

October 17 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – Retirement Conference Room

November 8 – Wednesday - Audio Conference - The New Yellow Book 

November 21 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – Retirement Conference Room

December 6 – Wednesday – Audio Conference - Procurement Cards - Successes and Challenges
December 19 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – Retirement Conference Room

February 28, 2007 – Wednesday – Audio Conference - Internal Controls
March 28, 2007 – Wednesday – Audio Conference - Procurement Fraud
May 9, 2007 – Wednesday -- Audio Conference – Ethics

Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for the spring seminar or chapter meetings please contact Amy Wilson at 471-7737 or amwilson@notes.state.ne.us.

AGA Puts Out Call for National Awards Nominations

The Association of Government Accountants honors financial professionals working in federal, state and local government as well as the private sector who deserve special recognition for outstanding contributions to the government financial management AGA is looking for deserving nominees to be honored at its National Leadership Conference early next year. The deadline to submit a nominee is October 27, 2006. Please help AGA acknowledge financial professionals at the federal, state and local level of government as well as the private sector who are leading the way! (You might even consider nominating yourself.) Nominees do not need to belong to AGA. Awards will be presented at AGA’s Fifth Annual National Leadership Conference, February 12-13, 2007, in Washington, D.C. Submit your nominations today! Complete information can be found at www.agacgfm.org/ membership/awards/. Available categories include:

  Distinguished Federal Leadership Award.

  Excellence in Government Leadership Award.

  William R. Snodgrass Distinguished Leadership Award.

  Distinguished Local Government Leadership Award.

For more information contact Rosanna Ortiz at rortiz@agacgfm.org, or call (800) AGA-7211, ext. 309.

Mid-Missouri Regional PDC

Good afternoon one and all!  Attached is the Flash News on the 2006 Mid-Missouri Regional PDC.  The direct website address is:

http://www.midmoaga.org/CPE/PDC06/2006PDC.htm

We have a great agenda that will be of interest to anyone attending the conference, so I invite you all to attend.  Please let me know if you have questions or need additional information.

Thank you.

Carol Fischer - President, Mid-Missouri Chapter AGA

(573) 751-1812  carol.fischer@sos.mo.gov

CGFM Promotion

Are you interested in applying for the CGFM Program? Have you been talking to a colleague who is "thinking about" applying for the CGFM?

AGA national wants to help and is offering a promotion to assist Chapters.  From September 1 until November 30, 2006 AGA National will give a rebate of $20 for CGFM applications received with the assistance of AGA chapters.

In order to receive a $20 rebate, 

1. The complete CGFM application (application form, $85 application fee and copy of the transcript) must be received by AGA Office of Professional Certification during the period of September 1 through November 30, 2006. 

2. The CGFM application form must have the promotional phrase: "CGFM chapter promotion – Lincoln Chapter AGA" written at the bottom of the form. If the application is submitted online, the applicant must put the following phrase "CGFM chapter promotion – Lincoln Chapter AGA” in the last question: "How did you learn about the CGFM Program?”

Important notes:

- A full application fee of $85 must be paid at the time of application.  The $20 check will be sent to the applicant by mail in January. 

- The applicant must put the words "CGFM chapter promotion" AND the name of your chapter (Lincoln Chapter AGA) on the application form in order to receive the rebate.

- It is preferable that the applications are submitted by the applicants themselves and not by the chapter.  The applicant does not have to be a chapter member in order to receive the rebate.
CGFM application form can be found on http://www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/downloads/CGFMapplicationform.pdf. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Lincoln AGA Chapter Members


If you are a member of Lincoln AGA and are interested in using the CGFM Exam 1, 2 or 3 study guides purchased on behalf of Lincoln AGA, please contact Michelle Raphael at mrmrsralph@aol.com.  The study guides can be checked out only individually and for a month at a time.  Members agree not to write in, highlight, or damage the study guides, and to return them back to Lincoln AGA Chapter CGFM Director at the end of one month.  The CGFM Director will maintain a list of interested members.  The guides will be available on a first come first serve basis.  If the study guide is damaged, lost or stolen, the borrowing member will be responsible to replace the study guide at his or her own cost.


Study guides available: 
CGFM – Certified Government Financial Manager Exam 1 Study Guide
CGFM – Certified Government Financial Manager Exam 2 Study Guide
CGFM – Certified Government Financial Manager Exam 3 Study Guide

More information about the Certified Government Financial Manager Program (CGFM) may be viewed online at: http://www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/cgfmdefault.aspx
Lincoln Chapter AGA CGFM Program promotion:

Any current Lincoln Chapter AGA member already registered in the CGFM program or registering prior to November 30, 2006 and any new Lincoln Chapter AGA member registering for the CGFM program between July 1, 2006 and November 30, 2006 will be eligible for a $65 reimbursement from the Chapter if they meet the following criteria:

1.  The individual must remain a paid member of Lincoln Chapter AGA from the application period thru the reimbursement period.  

2.  The member will be reimbursed upon successful completion of one of the three CGFM Exams. Documentation of applicant registration indicating the CGFM program registration date and a copy of the results indicating successful completion of one of the three CGFM exams must be submitted to the Lincoln Chapter AGA for reimbursement.   

Earning a Certified Government Financial Manager (CGFM) Designation – a step-by-step guide.

Interested in the CGFM designation? Want to know where to start or what happens next?

Here is a step-by-step guide on how you can earn the CGFM designation:

Step 1 - Applying for the CGFM Program.   Submit an application form for the CGFM Program via Internet, fax or mail, including the application fee of $85.  Fax or mail a copy of your transcript from an accredited college or university. The transcript must show that a degree (bachelor's or higher) was awarded and must list at least 24 credit hours of courses in financial management or related topics. Your name and the name of the college or university must appear on all transcripts. 

Step 2 - Eligibility Letter. Once your application, payment and degree documentation are received and processed, the Office of Professional Certification will mail you an Eligibility Letter with instructions on how to purchase your CGFM Examinations. Your eligibility for taking the CGFM Examinations expires in three years from the date your CGFM application was processed.

Step 3 - Work Verification. Submit a Verification of Government Financial Management Work Experience form as soon as you have at least two years of professional-level experience in the government financial management field. You do not have to submit this form before taking the examinations, but the experience requirement must be met before the designation can be granted. 

Step 4 - Studying for Examinations. You have several options, including classroom courses, study guides and a reading resources list. You may also want to contact a local AGA chapter to find out if there are any study groups or other support available to help you prepare for the examinations. 

Step 5 - Examination Purchase. Following the instructions on your Eligibility Letter, purchase CGFM Examination(s) through the AGA website and print the Test Authorization Letter. Examination fees are $109 for each of the three examinations.

Step 6 - Taking the Examinations. Follow the instructions on the Test Authorization Letter to schedule a testing appointment at a Prometric Test Center near you. Show up at the testing center on your appointment date (be sure to read and follow the testing procedures described on the Test Authorization Letter).

Step 7 - Score Reporting and Retakes. After you complete an examination at a Prometric Test Center, you will immediately receive a pass/fail score on the computer.  Numerical scores are not provided. If you did not pass your exam, there is a 30-day waiting period before you can repurchase and retake that examination. If you fail the same exam more than once, the waiting period is 90 days.

Step 8 - Award Letter. Once you pass all three CGFM Examinations, and your Verification of Government Financial Management Work Experience form has been submitted and accepted, the Office of Professional Certification will send you an award letter announcing your new CGFM designation. You can start using the "CGFM" after your name only after you receive the official award letter from AGA.

Step 9 - CGFM Certificate. A CGFM certificate will be mailed within a few weeks of issuing the award letter.

An excellent source of additional information on the CGFM Program is the AGA website (www.agacgfm.org, select "CGFM Certification" on the navigational bar).  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the Office of Professional Certification at 1.800.AGA.7211, ext. 306 or 305. 

CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES – September 6, 2006


The September 6, 2006 AGA Chapter Meeting was held at Tico’s at 11:45.  Those attending:  Judy Alderman, Tim Baker, Kristi Bourke, Ron Carlson, Ruilin Cheng, Frank Faughn, Lonnie Fierstein, Randy Gerke, Jenny Gilmore, Ramona Hartley, Connie Kubat, Brenda Ladd, Jennifer Mai, Dorothy Porath, Raymond Miller, Michelle Raphael, Dwane Rauscher, Patty Richard, Lynda Roesler, Bruce Snyder and one guest, Steve Penas.  

Randy welcomed everyone to the 1st meeting of the year and introduced his guest, Steve Penas with the State Retirement System.  Frank Faughn unveiled the new AGA Lincoln Chapter banners.  The Chapter purchased two banners for $140 that conforms to current AGA standards.  The old banner had “Nebraska Chapter” and the old AGA logo.  Tim Baker spoke about the fall seminar scheduled for Sept. 21.  There are currently 36 registrants, including 12 non-members.  

Linda Roesler introduced the speaker, Norman Agena.  Mr. Agena is the Lancaster County Assessor/Register of Deeds.  He provided the Chapter with the following information:

There are approximately 105,000 real estate accounts in Lancaster County.  In 2005 the value base was $15.9 billion.  After the reappraisal in 2006, the value base increased $2.2 billion to $18.1 billion.  There were 10,307 valuation protests.  Of those, 6,561 were adjusted; 5,300 for residential, 218 agricultural, and 1,043 commercial.

The County Assessor’s office implemented a new operating system which has reduced costs.  They encountered some problems during the revaluation process that led to restructuring of the department, particularly the commercial area.  Overall the revaluation went better than expected.  The current budget for the County Assessor’s office is approximately $3.5 million.  That has remained stagnant from the previous year.  There have been some savings due to the new operating system and staff changes.  He noted that about 85% of his budget is personnel costs.

The functions of the department include real property value equalization, personal property, homestead exemptions, other exemptions, and registered deeds.  The website has undergone some changes and more maps and lot sizes will be available in the next 2 months.  The website averages approximately 1.2 million hits per month.

The meeting was ended with the drawing for the free meal going to Brenda Ladd.

Presented by:  Brenda Ladd

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES – September 19, 2006

The Sept 19, 2006 AGA Board Meeting was held at the TierOne Bldg-1221 “N” Street, Suite 325 at 12:00.  Those members attending were: Randy Gerke, Dori Smidt, Dan Albrecht, Tim Channer, Tim Baker, Brenda Ladd, Ron Carlson, Michelle Raphael, Liz Thanel, Syed Hassan, and Lynda Roesler.  

Motion made for approval of the August Board minutes as submitted by Dori and seconded by Brenda.  All in favor.

It was discussed reimbursing all members interested in taking the CGFM for the registration fee after they pass the first part of the exam.  Normally this fee is $85 but currently National AGA is doing a promotion for a $20 rebate until Nov 30th.  Ron motioned that all current members that sign up for the CGFM before Nov 30, 2006 and any new member that has registered for the CGFM between the dates of July 1, 2006 to Nov 30, 2006 be reimbursed $65 to cover the registration fee after they pass the first part of the exam.  In order to receive reimbursement they must show proof of passing and proof of registration during the noted time period.  Tim B seconded this motion.  All in favor.

Michelle will provide information on CGFM and a write up about this reimbursement to those attending the AGA Fall seminar and those attending the Oct/Nov chapter meetings.

Tim B stated that all is set for the AGA Fall seminar.  Currently there are 58 registered to attend.  Of these 6 are new members and several are nonmembers.  The handouts have gone to press and several extras will be ordered.  Door prizes will be given out including an AGA bag, a $25 gift certificate donated from the Villager for Sadie’s Restaurant, and a free registration for the spring seminar.  Dori will do name tags for all participants previously registered and note those that are AGA members.  Dori will also bring the tickets for the door prize drawings.

Connie Nass, the key speaker, will be arriving on Wed night.  Anyone wanting to go for supper with Connie should contact Tim B.  The chapter will cover the $25 fee for the room for supper at Misty’s along with Connie’s meal.

The next audio conference, the New Yellow Book, will be held on Nov 8th in the US Bank Tower Training room.  Tim B will make sure the room is set up and ready to go.  There is no charge for using this room.

Dan presented the Treasurer’s report.  Currently $1,422.05 is shown as Misc Expense.  It was decided that the following items be adjusted:  any amounts related to the post office box charge be moved to postage, money paid for the banner moved to advertising, and money paid for CGFM be moved into a new category specifically for CGFM.   Tim B motioned to approve the Treasurer’s report as amended and Tim C seconded.  All in favor.

Being no further business, meeting adjourned. 

Presented by Dori Smidt, Secretary.

Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 
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2006-2007 Chapter Officers and Board Members
 
President                                            Randy Gerke                       471-9495            rgerke@npers.ne.gov
President-Elect                                   Linda Roesler                     471-7737            lyn.roesler@gmail.com
Secretary                                            Dori Smidt                          472-1934           dsmidt2@unl.edu
Treasurer                                            Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           dan.albrecht@hhss.ne.gov
Past-President                                    Rich Kuzelka                      437-5966            richard.kuzelka@fhwa.dot.gov
 
Board Members
 
Director of Communications                      Tim Channer                326-3046               t.channer@verizon.net
Director of Education                                 Syed Hassan                471-9159             shassan@notes.state.ne.us
Director of Community Service                 Brenda Ladd                472-5278             bladd2@unl.edu
Director of Membership                             Connie Kubat              471-5521             ckubat@ngpc.ne.gov
Director of Bylaws & Procedures               Ron Carlson                471-0619               rcarlson@notes.state.ne.us
Director of Early Careers                            Tim Baker                   471-3571               tbaker@nde.state.ne.us
Director of Professional Certification         Michelle Raphael        471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Director of Chapter Programs                     Amy Wilson               471-7737               amwilson@notes.state.ne.us
Director of Fund Development                   Liz Thanel                   441-7446               lthanel@lancaster.ne.gov
Lincoln Chapter

Association Of Government Accountants

P.O. Box 94665

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4665
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