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Lincoln Chapter  

Association of Government Accountants 

www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – February, 2007
President's Message:

Best wishes again to you all.  Even at times it may seem like a long way off spring is just around the corner and the Board members are finalizing plans for the rest of our meetings this year.  We have some big events coming up and I would like to make sure you have reserved these dates on your calendars.

The Lincoln Chapter is participating in 3 audio conferences scheduled yet for this year.  The topics and dates are as follows:  2/28/07 Risk Assessment and Internal Controls, 3/28/07 Procurement Fraud, and 5/9/07 Ethics.  The cost is free to members and $25 to non-members.  This is an excellent, affordable way to pick up those needed CPE.  Please register online at http://www.lincolnneaga.org/chapter_meetings.php
If you have not registered for the Spring Conference to be held on April 19, 2007, it is not too late to do so in order to take advantage of the early registration discount.  The agenda and registration information can be found on our website at http://www.lincolnneaga.org/april_seminar_2007.php   Tim Baker and members of the sub-committee have put together an excellent speaker line up.  We believe you will find this is going to be one of the best seminars we have hosted.   The day is going to be a bargain and provides the opportunity to pick up 8 CPE.  I have been asked to mention that 3 of these hours apply to the ethics requirement.

Our chapter meetings are being planned for the last few months of the year.  The March meeting will be held on March 7, 2007 at the Starlite Lounge (in the basement of Buzzard Billy’s-Haymarket).  The topic and presenter (Polly McMullen) will be on the Downtown Master Plan for downtown Lincoln.  It should be very interesting.  Once again please register online at the Lincoln AGA website.

On the National level, the Lincoln Chapter will have representatives at the National AGA Professional Development Conference (PDC) on June 24-27.  This is a very worthwhile conference and any member is welcome to attend.  This year the PDC is being held in Nashville, TN.  More information can be found on the AGA National website at http://www.agacgfm.org/homepage.aspx .  

Many of our chapter representatives will also be attending the Sectional Leadership Meeting (SLM) to be held in Dallas in May.  This is where many of the incoming directors for next year will get some valuable training about AGA and serving in a leadership capacity for our chapter.    It will also provide a chance to meet counterparts from other chapters in the area.

Thank you to all the people who volunteered at the Junior Achievement Bowl-a-thon on February 24th.  JA and the Chapter appreciate the time you spent on this event.

The last item I really need to make you aware of is that for the first time in Nebraska, March will be proclaimed CGFM month.  The Governor will be making this proclamation on March 14th at 10:30 am at the Capital.  We will also be honoring our CGFM’s at the March chapter meeting.  Please contact Michelle Raphael if you have a CGFM designation and would like to attend our meeting – lunch will be provided.  Michelle has done a great job this year of advancing the CGFM awareness forward.  Thanks Michelle.

As you can see we are a very active chapter.  I hope to see you at some of these events. 

Randy Gerke - Lincoln AGA Chapter President

March Chapter Meeting – March 7, 2007

The March 7th chapter meeting will be at 11:45 at the Starlite Lounge (in the basement of Buzzard Billy’s-Haymarket).  The speaker will be Polly McMullen the topic will be the Master Plan for downtown Lincoln.  It should be very interesting.  Once again please register online at the Lincoln AGA website.  Consider bringing a guest, their lunch will be free. 

Calendar of Events

March 7 – Wednesday – Chapter Meeting – Buzzard Billy’s (Starlite Lounge) - 8th & Q Street – 11:45   

March 20 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – Retirement Conference Room

March 28 – Wednesday – Audio Conference - Procurement Fraud
April 4 – Wednesday – Chapter Meeting  

April 17 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – Retirement Conference Room

April 19 – Thursday – AGA Spring Seminar 

May 2 – Wednesday – Chapter Meeting  

May 9 – Wednesday -- Audio Conference – Ethics 

May 15 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – Retirement Conference Room

AGA CGFM Certification holder:

 

Certified Government Financial Managers:  Please plan to attend the March 7th Lincoln Chapter AGA meeting.  CGFM's will be recognized that day as a part of the State proclamation designating March 2007 as "Certified Government Financial Manager" month. Please come and join us for a free lunch and recognition as a CGFM.  Please email Michelle Raphael at mrmrsralph@aol.com no later than March 5, 2007 if you are a CGFM and plan to attend.

Junior Achievement Bowl-a-thon

A big thank you to everyone who braved the weather on Saturday, February 24th to count money for the JA Bowl-a-thon!
AGA Spring Training Seminar – April 19

The spring training seminar will be held April 19th. The agenda and registration instructions can be found on the chapter website.  http://www.lincolnneaga.org/april_seminar_2007.php  

Spring Seminar Raffle
The Spring Seminar is scheduled for April 19.  If anyone has any suggestions for or wants to donate something for the fundraising raffle please contact Syed Hassan 471-9159 shassan@notes.state.ne.us  

Congratulations

  

Congratulations to Lincoln Chapter AGA member Cindy Nichols on passing the first part of the CGFM exam!  She was our first Lincoln Chapter AGA member to take advantage of the chapter's recent promotional offer for the CGFM program.

Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for chapter meetings please contact Amy Wilson at 471-7737 or amwilson@notes.state.ne.us.

CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES – February 7, 2007
The February 7, 2007 chapter meeting was held at the Imperial Palace on 27th and Vine Street.  The speaker was Dr. Susan Gourley, Superintendent of Lincoln Public Schools.  She discussed the challenges faced by LPS.  She stated that LPS currently serves 33,000 students with 1/3 of these students classified as low income per the free and reduced lunch program.  She stated that LPS focuses on language as a second language but does not teach each language due to the fact that LPS has the highest number of languages in the state of Nebraska (around 50 different languages).  Currently they have a 20% drop out rate which is the lowest ever for LPS.  They have accomplished this by trying to catch students before they drop out and by expanding their high school completion programs rather then encouraging these young adults to get GEDs.  Discussed the Backpack program sponsored by the Lincoln Food Bank where back packs full of food are sent home with qualifying students every Friday and how there is a need for more back packs.  She also discussed the coats and boots program that has recently been started for those kids that come to school without warm clothing.   She stated the largest challenge for all schools is the achievement gap and how the only way to keep this achievement gap low is to have the proper funding.  Overall there was a lot of good information shared and several questions were asked afterwards.
The following members were present: Dan Albrecht, Judy Alderman, Tim Baker, Ron Carlson, Martha Carter, Ruilin Cheng, Pat Cole, Jennifer Gilmore, Ramona Hartley, Connie Kubat, Brenda Ladd, Jennifer Mai, Ray Miller, Cindy Nichols, Dorothy Porath, Patricia Richard, Lynda Roesler, Dori Smidt, Bruce Snyder, Amy Wilson, and new member Julie Heyen.  The guests were Paul Koehler who came with Ron Carlson and Pam Peters who came with Tim Baker.  

Pat Cole won the drawing for the free lunch.  

Brenda Ladd passed around the sign up sheet for the Junior Achievement Bowl A Thon on February 24th.  
Presented by:  Dori Smidt
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES – February 20, 2007
The February 20, 2007 AGA Board Meeting was held at the TierOne Bldg-1221 “N” Street, Suite 325 at 12:00.  Those members attending were: Randy Gerke, Dori Smidt, Tim Baker, Michelle Raphael, Tim Channer, Dan Albrecht, Ron Carlson, Amy Wilson, Syed Hassan, and Lynda Roesler.  

Motion made by Ron and seconded by Michelle for approval of the January Board and Chapter minutes as submitted by Dori in the January Newsletter.  All in favor.

Next chapter meeting is to be held at the Starlite Lounge, 8th & Q Streets, starting at 11:45.  Our speaker will be Polly McMullen, who will discuss the Master Plan for Downtown Lincoln.  The next Board meeting is to be held March 20th.

Tim B discussed the Spring Seminar.  So far 28 people have signed up.  Discussed other options for advertising.  Dori will send Tim the link for the 10/11 Cable TV free advertising.  Randy will look into a radio appearance on a local morning show.  Tim will send information to the NE Society of CPAs.  Tim also mentioned that the lunch speaker is still questionable.  He will continue to work on a speaker but since it is not part of the CPE credits, it will not be a high priority.

The next Audio Conference, Risk Assessment and Controls, is to be held on February 28, 2007.  Very few people have signed up so Tim will send out another reminder.  Lunch will be from Val’s.  

Randy brought up the Sectional Leadership Meeting that will be held in Dallas, TX for our region on May 4th and 5th.  National AGA will pay for the cost for certain members to attend (based on leadership positions).  Lynda will look at our slate of upcoming officers and discuss the possibility of their attending in order to fill up the spots we are allowed.

Randy mentioned the PDC will be in Nashville, TN this year.  As in the past, the chapter will pay for the President at that time to attend (Lynda).  National AGA has allocated 2 hotel scholarships per chapter therefore Lynda will use one.  Lynda will look at others that might benefit and be interested in going to give the second scholarship too and all other cost would be at their own expense.

Michelle noted that Cindy Nichols recently passed the CGFM therefore will be reimbursed the $65 registration fee.  March has been declared CGFM month.  On March 14th, this will be proclaimed at the Warner Chamber in the Capital at 10:30.  Our chapter will recognize all CGFM members that we know of (around 14), members or not, at the March chapter meeting.  Michelle motioned that we pay for their lunch and Amy seconded.  Motion passed with the CGFM members in attendance sustaining from the vote.

The Junior Achievement bowl-a-thon is scheduled for Saturday.  All spots have at least 2 people signed up.  

Newsletter information is due to Tim C by the 28th.  

The Treasurer’s report was reviewed.  Noted $400 in revenue has been received for the Spring Seminar from Ameritas to sponsor the event.  Also noted that one student has joined AGA from Nebraska Wesleyan University therefore our chapter paid for that person’s registration.  Tim B presented a new budget for the spring seminar.  Tim B motioned and seconded by Ron to approve the budget with new numbers for the spring seminar.  All in favor.
Being no further business, meeting adjourned. 

Presented by Dori Smidt, Secretary.

Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 
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	BUDGET INFORMATION
	 
	TREASURER'S REPORT
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2006-2007
	

	Year 2006-2007
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Balance Jan. 1, 2007
	 
	$9,912.55 
	

	Receipts:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Spring Seminar
	$3,502.00 
	$400.00 
	$3,102.00 
	 
	Receipts:
	 
	 
	

	 
	Fall Workshop
	$7,455.00
	$7,455.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	Spring Seminar
	$400.00 
	 

	 
	Fund Development
	$350.00 
	$0.00 
	$350.00 
	 
	 
	Meeting Meals
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Local Dues-Membership
	$413.00 
	$412.10 
	$0.90 
	 
	 
	Educational Events 
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Educational Events
	$1,000.00 
	$503.00 
	$497.00 
	 
	 
	 
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Meeting Meals 
	$120.00 
	$119.00 
	$1.00 
	 
	 
	Checking Interest
	$0.36 
	 

	 
	Misc. Income
	$470.00 
	$468.00 
	$2.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Interest Income
	$5.00 
	$3.54 
	$1.46 
	 
	 
	   Total Receipts
	 
	$400.36 
	

	 
	Total Receipts:
	$13,315.00 
	$9,360.64 
	$3,954.36 
	 
	 Disbursements:
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Guest Meals
	$7.69
	 

	Disbursements
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Educational Events
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	National Conf.-San Diego
	$1,915.00 
	$1,911.28 
	$3.72 
	 
	 
	Member Events
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Spring Seminar Exp.
	$2,000.00 
	$1,856.94 
	$143.06 
	 
	 
	Web Page Support
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Fall Workshop Exp.
	$2,500.00 
	$2,248.04 
	$251.96 
	 
	 
	Meal Drawing
	$10.00 
	 

	 
	Establish Savings Acct.
	$570.00 
	$0.00 
	$570.00 
	 
	 
	Printing
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Other Seminars-Travel
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Miscellaneous
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Fund Development
	$150.00 
	$0.00 
	$150.00 
	 
	 
	Member Incentives
	$37.50 
	 

	 
	Board Expense
	$50.00 
	$0.00 
	$50.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Disbursements
	$55.19 

	 
	Guest Meals
	$150.00 
	$63.21 
	$86.79 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Postage
	$100.00 
	$40.00 
	$60.00 
	 
	Balance Jan. 31, 2007
	 
	$10,257.72 
	

	 
	Printing
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Meal Drawings
	$100.00 
	$60.00 
	$40.00 
	 
	 
	Bank
	$10,257.72 
	 

	 
	Speaker Gifts
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Certificates of Deposit
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Speaker Meals
	$100.00 
	$6.56 
	$93.44 
	 
	 
	 Total
	 
	$10,257.72 

	 
	Meeting Expense
	$100.00 
	$102.20 
	($2.20)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Education Events
	$2,390.00 
	$2,098.70 
	$291.30 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Scholarship
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member Incentives
	$100.00 
	$37.50 
	$62.50 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Advertising
	$155.00 
	$153.78 
	$1.22 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member of the Year
	$25.00 
	$25.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	CGFM Expense
	$525.00 
	$255.00 
	$270.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member Events
	$885.00 
	$885.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Web Page Support
	$500.00 
	$500.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Miscellaneous
	$200.00 
	$283.00 
	($83.00)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Disbursements:
	$13,315.00 
	$10,526.21 
	$2,788.79 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


2006-2007 Chapter Officers and Board Members
 
President                                            Randy Gerke                       471-9495            rgerke@npers.ne.gov
President-Elect                                   Linda Roesler                     471-7737            lyn.roesler@gmail.com
Secretary                                            Dori Smidt                          472-1934           dsmidt2@unl.edu
Treasurer                                            Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           dan.albrecht@hhss.ne.gov
Past-President                                    Rich Kuzelka                      437-5966            richard.kuzelka@fhwa.dot.gov
 
Board Members
 
Director of Communications                      Tim Channer                326-3043               t.channer@verizon.net
Director of Education                                 Syed Hassan                471-9159             shassan@notes.state.ne.us
Director of Community Service                 Brenda Ladd                472-5278             bladd2@unl.edu
Director of Membership                             Connie Kubat              471-5521             ckubat@ngpc.ne.gov
Director of Bylaws & Procedures               Ron Carlson                471-0619               rcarlson@notes.state.ne.us
Director of Early Careers                            Tim Baker                   471-3571               tbaker@nde.state.ne.us
Director of Professional Certification         Michelle Raphael        471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Director of Chapter Programs                     Amy Wilson               471-7737               amwilson@notes.state.ne.us
Director of Fund Development                   Liz Thanel                   441-7446               lthanel@lancaster.ne.gov
Lincoln Chapter

Association Of Government Accountants

P.O. Box 94665

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4665
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