[image: image1.png]


 [image: image2.png]AyancinG
GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY




Lincoln Chapter  

Association of Government Accountants 

www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – January, 2007
President's Message:

Greetings from the President’s desk.  I hope everyone is surviving the winter.  About this time of the year I start really looking forward to spring.

The AGA Lincoln Chapter has several events coming up for the month of February that I would like to highlight.  First of all our February 7th regular chapter meeting will be held at Imperial Palace, 27th and Vine Streets.  Our speaker will be Dr. Susan Gourley, Superintendent of Lincoln Public Schools.  Please mark your calendars and plan to attend.  Please pre-register online at http://www.lincolnneaga.org/ .

Also, on February 24th, the Lincoln Chapter will be volunteering to help with the Junior Achievement Bowl-a-thon.  We need several volunteers to help count money.  Please contact Brenda Ladd at 472-5278 or bladd2@unl.edu if you can help.  

The other item we are involved with in February is the National AGA Audio Conference that will be held Wednesday, February 28th from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  The topic is “Practical Guidance for Auditors and Management in Effectively Assessing Risk and Controls”.  This will qualify for 2 CPE hours.  The event is free to all AGA members and $25 to non-members.  This will be held in the State Office Building.  Once again please pre-register on the chapter website.

I would like to remind you about the upcoming spring seminar to be held April 19th.  I am sure you have received information already but if not the agenda and registration instructions can be found on the chapter website.  http://www.lincolnneaga.org/april_seminar_2007.php  Tim Baker has once again put together an outstanding event.  Thanks Tim!!!

I would like to let you know about another item that Michelle Raphael, Director of Professional Certification has been working on.  Michelle has been working very hard to encourage participation in the CGFM program.  We are working on having a little recognition for those of you that have this designation at our March meeting.  We have also asked the Governor for a proclamation to declare March CGFM month.  For more information on this program contact Michelle Raphael.  

I hope to see many of you at the coming events.  Have a great month!

Randy Gerke - AGA Lincoln Chapter President 

February Chapter Meeting - February 7, 2007

The February 7th chapter meeting will be at Imperial Palace located at 701 N 27th Street (southwest corner of 27th and Vine Streets) 11:45.  Order from the menu.  The speaker will be Dr. Susan Gourley, Superintendent of the Lincoln Public Schools. Consider bringing a guest, their lunch will be free.
Calendar of Events

February 7 – Wednesday – Chapter Meeting - Imperial Palace located at 701 N 27th Street – 11:45 

February 20 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – Retirement Conference Room

February 24  - Saturday - Junior Achievement Bowl-a-thon
February 28 – Wednesday – Audio Conference - Internal Controls
March 7 – Wednesday – Chapter Meeting – Buzzard Billy’s (Starlite Lounge) - 8th & Q Street – 11:45   

March 20 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – Retirement Conference Room

March 28 – Wednesday – Audio Conference - Procurement Fraud
April 14 – Wednesday – Chapter Meeting  

April 17 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – Retirement Conference Room

April 19 – Wednesday – AGA Spring Seminar 

May 2 – Wednesday – Chapter Meeting  

May 9 – Wednesday -- Audio Conference – Ethics 

May 15 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – Retirement Conference Room

Junior Achievement Bowl-a-thon

Mark your calendars!  The JA Bowl-a-thon is Saturday, February 24th at Parkway Lanes.   I am looking for volunteers to count money during the following times:  10:00, 12:00, 2:00, 4:00, and 6:00.  The goal is to have 3 volunteers per shift.  Please contact Brenda Ladd at 472-5278 or bladd2@unl.edu if you are able to help or have any questions.   I will need your address and t-shirt size.  I will also have the sign up sheet available at the February Chapter meeting.

Audio Conference – February 28

National AGA Audio Conference will be held Wednesday, February 28th from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  The topic is “Practical Guidance for Auditors and Management in Effectively Assessing Risk and Controls”.  Nationally known speakers Frank Crawford and Arthur Hayes will lead this lively discussion.  This will qualify for 2 CPE hours.  The event is free to all AGA members and $25 for non-members.  The conference will be held at the State Office Building, Lower Level Conference Room F.  The meeting starts at 12:30pm with lunch catered from Valentinos’ for $7.  Once again please pre-register on the chapter website. 
AGA Spring Training Seminar – April 19

The spring training seminar will be held April 19th. The agenda and registration instructions can be found on the chapter website.  http://www.lincolnneaga.org/april_seminar_2007.php  

Spring Seminar Raffle
The Spring Seminar is scheduled for April 19.  If anyone has any suggestions for or wants to donate something for the fundraising raffle please contact Syed Hassan 471-9159 shassan@notes.state.ne.us  

Business Ethics Lecture – February 12
The UNL Program in Business Ethics is sponsoring a lecture by Lynn Brewer (Enron Whistleblower) on February 12, 2007, 2:30-3:30 p.m. at the Lied Center.  This lecture will be free and open to the public.  Please join us and bring your friends, family and colleagues.  You can find more information about the speaker at www.LynnBrewer.info .  Click on "Video" for a short, intriguing taste of her lecture. A description of the Lecture is below.   

"Confessions of an Enron Executive":     
A riveting opportunity to go inside the corporation that has become the poster child for corruption. Lynn Brewer, a former Enron executive and author of Confessions of an Enron Executive: A Whistleblower's Story , will discuss her personal insight into the scandals spanning over her career at Enron, talk about her decision to blow the whistle, and discuss her fateful meeting with convicted CEO Ken Lay - just two weeks before his untimely death.  Brewer will provide a roadmap from Enron to the current risk landscape that will leave listeners shocked as they realize how likely they are to work for a company just like Enron.  
Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for chapter meetings please contact Amy Wilson at 471-7737 or amwilson@notes.state.ne.us.

CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES – January 10, 2007
The January 10, 2007 chapter meeting was held at the Old Country Buffet.  The speaker was Brian Runge, CPA and tax manager with Dana F Cole & Company.  He provided a hand out and presentation with recent IRS changes for Individuals.  Some relate to 2006 and some to start in 2007.  Lots of good information was shared and several questions asked afterwards.
The following members were present: Dan Albrecht, Judy Alderman, Tim Baker, Ron Carlson, Ruilin Cheng, Lonnie Fierstein, Randy Gerke, Jennifer Gilmore, Ramona Hartley, Mark Herman, Clint Holmes, Connie Kubat, Brenda Ladd, Jennifer Mai, Ray Miller, Steve Penas, Dorothy Porath, Michelle Raphael, Dwayne Rauscher, Lynda Roesler, Dori Smidt, Bruce Snyder, Robert Storant, Jason Walters, and Amy Wilson.  The guests were Julie Heyen who came with Lynda Roesler.  Additional guests included Jamie Johnson and Tony Hulbert who are both in process of joining AGA.  

Dorothy Porath won the drawing for the free lunch.  

Tim Baker passed out the agenda for the Spring Seminar to be held April 19, 2007 at the Villager Hotel.  Speakers have been lined up for all the CPE hours and he is currently in the process of finding a Keynote speaker for after lunch.
Presented by:  Dori Smidt
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES – January 16, 2007
The January 17, 2007 AGA Board Meeting was held at the TierOne Bldg-1221 “N” Street, Suite 325 at 12:00.  Those members attending were: Randy Gerke, Dori Smidt, Tim Baker, Michelle Raphael, Tim Channer, Dan Albrecht, Ron Carlson and Lynda Roesler.  

Motion made for approval of the December Regular Board, Special Board, and Chapter minutes as submitted by Dori in the December Newsletter with the following revisions to the December 19th Board minutes:  2nd paragraph should read “Additional speakers are in the works including US Bank…”    4th paragraph should read “Based upon earlier actions, there are currently 4 people invited for free, the President of the National Association of State Comptrollers,….” Motion made by Ron and seconded by Tim C.  All in favor.
The next chapter meeting is to be February 7, 2007 at the Imperial Palace on 27th and Vine at 11:45.  The speaker for this meeting will be announced.  The next Board meeting is to be held February 20th.

The next Audio Conference, Risk Assessment and Controls, is to be held on February 28, 2007.  Tim will suggest to Syed that we look into Runza and if it is over the $7 price range go with Val’s.  Lynda will put out on the website as soon as the food is established.
Tim B mentioned the Junior Achievement Bowl a Thon is to be held February 24th.  He will send the sign up sheet he received soliciting help counting money to Brenda Ladd.

Tim B and Randy noted that the contract with the Villager is in the works.  A large room, that will accommodate 75 or more, has been booked for that date.  Two contracts have been received one with a minimum of 75 and the other a minimum of 100.  They will discuss with Villager the minimum in hopes of making the contract not have limits but yet the better prices.  The committee is working on confirming a speaker for the first slot of the day as US Bank will not be able to present as originally thought.  The FBI in Omaha has been asked and Tim is waiting a response.  Otherwise BKD has said they might have a speaker available.  A speaker for the lunch hour is also still up in the air therefore the committee will try to contact a couple more options and if no success will not have a speaker for the lunch as the agenda will have the 8 hours of needed CPE already.   A proposed budget is in the works.

Tim B also handed out an e-mail from Janice Lawrence at UNL inviting AGA to the Lynn Brewer (Enron Whistleblower) lecture on February 12, 2007 from 2:30 to 3:30 at the Lied Center.  The event is free and open to the public.  Tim suggested offering free registration to her students for the Spring Seminar to see Patrick Kuhse speak.  After discussion the board thought free registration for Patrick would be fine but if the students would like to stay for the whole day, the student rate of $25 would be charged to cover the food for the day.  Tim will ask for RSVP’s for students whether staying for just Patrick or for the whole day to ensure we have enough tables set up.

Dan presented the treasurer’s report.  Discussed the large balance in the miscellaneous expense line and decided to split out the cost of the Salt Dogs game this summer into a separate category called Member Events.
Ron motioned to approve the budget with the revision and Tim B seconded.  All in favor.
Information for the January newsletter is to be sent to Tim C by January 31st.

Being no further business, meeting adjourned. 

Presented by Dori Smidt, Secretary.

Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 
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	BUDGET INFORMATION
	 
	TREASURER'S REPORT
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2006-2007
	

	Year 2006-2007
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Balance Dec. 1, 2006
	 
	$11,790.72 
	

	Receipts:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Spring Seminar
	$3,502.00 
	$0.00 
	$3,502.00 
	 
	Receipts:
	 
	 
	

	 
	Fall Workshop
	$7,455.00
	$7,455.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	Misc. Income
	$83.00 
	 

	 
	Fund Development
	$350.00 
	$0.00 
	$350.00 
	 
	 
	Meeting Meals
	$119.00 
	 

	 
	Local Dues-Membership
	$413.00 
	$412.10 
	$0.90 
	 
	 
	Educational Events 
	$181.00 
	 

	 
	Educational Events
	$1,000.00 
	$503.00 
	$497.00 
	 
	 
	 
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Meeting Meals 
	$120.00 
	$119.00 
	$1.00 
	 
	 
	Checking Interest
	$0.47 
	 

	 
	Misc. Income
	$470.00 
	$468.00 
	$2.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Interest Income
	$5.00 
	$3.18 
	$1.82 
	 
	 
	   Total Receipts
	 
	$383.47 
	

	 
	Total Receipts:
	$13,315.00 
	$8,960.28 
	$4,354.72 
	 
	 Disbursements:
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Spring Seminar
	1250
	 

	Disbursements
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Educational Events
	$216.44 
	 

	 
	National Conf.-San Diego
	$1,915.00 
	$1,911.28 
	$3.72 
	 
	 
	Member Events
	$885.00 
	 

	 
	Spring Seminar Exp.
	$2,000.00 
	$1,856.94 
	$143.06 
	 
	 
	Web Page Support
	$500.00 
	 

	 
	Fall Workshop Exp.
	$2,500.00 
	$2,248.04 
	$251.96 
	 
	 
	Meal Drawing
	$10.00 
	 

	 
	Establish Savings Acct.
	$570.00 
	$0.00 
	$570.00 
	 
	 
	Printing
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Other Seminars-Travel
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Miscellaneous
	($702.00)
	 

	 
	Fund Development
	$150.00 
	$0.00 
	$150.00 
	 
	 
	Meeting Expense 
	$102.20 
	 

	 
	Board Expense
	$50.00 
	$0.00 
	$50.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Disbursements
	$2,261.64 

	 
	Guest Meals
	$150.00 
	$55.52 
	$94.48 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Postage
	$100.00 
	$40.00 
	$60.00 
	 
	Balance Dec. 31, 2006
	 
	$9,912.55 
	

	 
	Printing
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Meal Drawings
	$100.00 
	$50.00 
	$50.00 
	 
	 
	Bank
	$9,912.55 
	 

	 
	Speaker Gifts
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Certificates of Deposit
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Speaker Meals
	$100.00 
	$6.56 
	$93.44 
	 
	 
	 Total
	 
	$9,912.55 

	 
	Meeting Expense
	$100.00 
	$102.20 
	($2.20)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Education Events
	$2,390.00 
	$2,098.70 
	$291.30 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Scholarship
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member Incentives
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Advertising
	$155.00 
	$153.78 
	$1.22 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member of the Year
	$25.00 
	$25.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	CGFM Expense
	$525.00 
	$255.00 
	$270.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member Events
	$885.00 
	$885.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Web Page Support
	$500.00 
	$500.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Miscellaneous
	$200.00 
	$283.00 
	($83.00)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Disbursements:
	$13,315.00 
	$10,471.02 
	$2,843.98 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


2006-2007 Chapter Officers and Board Members
 
President                                            Randy Gerke                       471-9495            rgerke@npers.ne.gov
President-Elect                                   Linda Roesler                     471-7737            lyn.roesler@gmail.com
Secretary                                            Dori Smidt                          472-1934           dsmidt2@unl.edu
Treasurer                                            Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           dan.albrecht@hhss.ne.gov
Past-President                                    Rich Kuzelka                      437-5966            richard.kuzelka@fhwa.dot.gov
 
Board Members
 
Director of Communications                      Tim Channer                326-3043               t.channer@verizon.net
Director of Education                                 Syed Hassan                471-9159             shassan@notes.state.ne.us
Director of Community Service                 Brenda Ladd                472-5278             bladd2@unl.edu
Director of Membership                             Connie Kubat              471-5521             ckubat@ngpc.ne.gov
Director of Bylaws & Procedures               Ron Carlson                471-0619               rcarlson@notes.state.ne.us
Director of Early Careers                            Tim Baker                   471-3571               tbaker@nde.state.ne.us
Director of Professional Certification         Michelle Raphael        471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Director of Chapter Programs                     Amy Wilson               471-7737               amwilson@notes.state.ne.us
Director of Fund Development                   Liz Thanel                   441-7446               lthanel@lancaster.ne.gov
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