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Lincoln Chapter Association of Government Accountants 

www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – April, 2008
President's Message:

Dear Friends,

There are a lot of clichés that I could begin with – time goes fast when you are having fun, where did the time go, all good things must come to an end – but I won’t do that for my last message.  Instead I will say that life is about change, and our Chapter is having a change taking place as the gavel transfers from me to your new President, Tim Baker.  We also begin our Chapter’s 31st year with a few new faces on the Chapter Executive Committee.    Serving on the CEC is a great experience and I know that all the members will work hard so the Chapter can continue to offer great educational opportunities, in addition to some social activities, for its members.  I want to thank you for allowing me to serve as your President and I want to thank all the current CEC members for all their work and dedication to AGA.

By now you should have received an email about our annual Awards Banquet to be held on Wednesday evening, May 7th at the Knolls Restaurant.  I hope that you and your best friend will be able to attend as we will honor members for their service to the Chapter and community, and we will also celebrate the Chapter’s 30th anniversary.  I have heard rumors the Co-Director’s might have some “special awards” to hand out, in addition to a small gift for each Chapter member who attends.  Please come to laugh, reminisce, and have a good meal.  You can sign up on our web site:  http://www.lincolnneaga.org/chapter_meetings.php. 

Thanks for the memories!

Lynda

Chapter Meeting – Wednesday, May 7, 2008
Location: Knolls County Club – 2201 Old Cheney Road

Cost:  $18.50 Chapter will pay $8.50

Speaker:  None  
Presentation:  Awards Ceremony  
The meeting starts at 6:30 pm.  Register on the chapter website.  

May Chapter Executive Board Meeting

The first Chapter Board meeting for the 2008-2009 Chapter year will be Tuesday, May 13th in the NSOB, 6th Floor, Department of Education Board Room.  Note this is a date change from the previous Newsletter. 

Calendar of Events

May 7 – Wednesday – Chapter Meeting – Knolls Country Club - 6:30 pm
May 13 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – NSOB – 6th Floor – Board Room 

June 17 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – NSOB – 6th Floor – Education Conference Room B 

June 22 – Sunday – Saltdogs baseball game – 6:00 pm
Saltdogs - AGA Summer Social
The AGA Lincoln Chapter is hosting another summer family event for AGA members. Mark your calendars for Sunday, June 22 at 6:00 pm and join us for a Saltdogs game! The Chapter will pay for game tickets for you and your family; however, if you do not attend you will be responsible for reimbursing the Chapter for the cost of the tickets (extenuating circumstances will be considered). These are fabulous lower level reserved seats behind home plate. If you have questions, or to RSVP, contact Brenda Ladd at 472-5278 or bladd2@unl.edu.
Atlanta PDC Hotel Scholarship
AGA National will provide a scholarship good for hotel rooms to attend the AGA national PDC in Atlanta in July, 2008.  Contact Chapter President Tim Baker for more information.  The Chapter Executive Committee will consider providing a scholarship to cover meals, registration, and travel. 
CGFM Books
The Chapter will purchase review books to be used by any member interested in studying to take the CGFM examination.

Membership Renewal

Annual membership was due March 31. Renew your AGA membership on the national website.
2008-2009 Chapter Executive Board 

President – Tim Baker

President – Elect – Don Arp

Treasurer – Dan Albrecht 

Secretary – Dori Smidt

Past-President – Lynda Roesler

Co – Director of Communications – Newsletter – Tim Channer

Co – Director of Communications – Webpage – Lonnie Fierstein

Education – Audio Conferences – Amy Wilson

Co – Director of Education – Seminars - Frank Faughn

Co - Director of Chapter Programs - Jason Walters

Co - Director of Chapter Programs – Julie Heyen

Co - Director of Chapter Programs – Martha Carter

Community Service – Brenda Ladd

Co – Director of Membership – Connie Kubat

Co – Director of Membership - Ramona Hartley

Early Careers -Rich Kuzelka

Professional Certification – Michelle Raphael

Bylaws and Procedures – Ron Carlson

CGFM Examinations Update
In 2007, AGA undertook a psychometric review and update of the three CGFM Examinations. To ensure the examinations' content reflects the current industry practices, AGA conducted a full-scale Job Analysis Study of the role of the Certified Government Financial Manager. While the core of the examination content remained the same, the three examination content outlines were updated, refreshed and streamlined. The weighting among the sub-content areas within each examination was adjusted, and the language of the content outlines was revised to provide additional depth and detail to support candidates preparing for the examinations.
The revised examination content outlines may be found on http://www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/downloads/CGFMExamContentOutlines08.pdf

The Job Analysis process is described on http://www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/jobevalstudy.aspx.

The updated CGFM Examinations will be offered for the first time at the Intensive Review Course/CGFM Examinations event to take place before the Professional Development Conference in Atlanta on July 24-27, 2008. The updated examinations will be available in Prometric testing centers beginning on August 15, 2008. CGFM Examinations taken prior to that date will follow the existing examinations content outline (see http://www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/exams/).

AGA is in the process of revising the three CGFM Study Guides to reflect the updated examinations content outline. The updated study guides will be available in March. More information regarding the study guides update will be posted on the CGFM Examinations update page (<http://www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/examupdate.aspx>).
If you have any questions about the examinations update, please visit the CGFM Examinations Update: Frequently Asked Questions page (http://www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/update_faq.aspx) or contact the Office of Professional Certification at 800.AGA.7211, ext. 305.    

 

If you are interested in taking the CGFM examinations, please contact Michelle Raphael at mrmrsralph@aol.com to find out the chapter resources available to you.

OMAHA CHAPTER EDUCATIONAL EVENT

All accounting professionals welcome!  Proceeds fund accounting scholarships to area universities and colleges.
 
AGA’s Annual Educational Seminar – May 16th, 2008 at Bellevue University
 
You will not want to miss including this seminar in your CPE schedule for 2008.  Our line up of speakers includes the following:
 

New system implementation – things to consider when changing any system – Erich 
L. Krueger, Director of Finance & Administration, Continuum Worldwide 

Interpreting and evaluating financial statements for governmental
Entities – Carol Ebdon, Finance Director, City of Omaha

Internal Controls - recognizing and designing good internal controls - Catherine Demes Maydew, CPA, MBA


UBIT – Unrelated business income tax – what is it and how to handle it – Lori 
Egger, Sr. Tax Manager 
KPMG, LLP

FASB/GASB update – Robyn Devore, Sr. Manager BKD, LLP

Ethics (1hour of ethics CPE) – TBA

 

PLUS New this year - Break out sessions in software application tools that we use regularly as accountants!

 

Time: 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 – 8 hours of CPE (applied for to NE Board of Accountancy) including 1 hour of Ethics
 
Lunch will be provided along with continental breakfast beginning at 7:30.
 
Send registration information to 
Nancy Wittwer 
Mail Stop 4E/EP 
444 South 16th Street Mall
Omaha, NE 68101
Fax: 402-636-3926
Phone: 402-636-3684
 
Advanced registration required, register by May 13 to ensure space in seminar.  Walk-in registrations will be accepted depending on space availability on the day of event and subject to additional fee.  Two-day cancellation policy subject to a $25 handling fee. 

Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for chapter meetings please contact Amy Wilson at 471-7737 or amwilson@notes.state.ne.us.
CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES – April 2, 2008
The April 2, 2008 chapter meeting was held at the Valentino’s with Paul Koehler, CPA on the Report of the Quality of Single Audits.
He handed out a summary of the report issued in summer of 2007 by the Federal Government.  The report took 5 years to complete and reviewed 208 of the 40,000 audits single audits completed.  The results were surprising showing that almost 45% of all single audits were not done correctly.  Thanks Paul for the great info!

For chapter business, Lynda presented the slate of officers for 2008.  She asked for any volunteers or for nominations from the floor.  As none were noted, the slate was voted and passed with out exception.  Guests included Charlotte Scott with Michelle Raphael and Syl Lahring with Lynda Roesler.  

The following members were present:  Dan Albrecht, Judy Alderman, Don Arp, Jason Bailey, Tim Baker, Kristi Bourke, Ron Carlson, Martha Carter, Ruilin Cheng, Frank Faughn, Lonnie Fiersten, Michelle Furby, Ramona Hartley, Sheryl Hesseltine, Julie Heyen, Clint Holmes, Connie Kubat, Jennifer Mai, Terrye Mitenko, Dorothy Porath, Michelle Raphael, Dwayne Rauscher, Lynda Roesler, Dori Smidt, Bruce Snyder, Robert Storant, Amy Wilson, Colin Wilson, and Wei Zhao.  Other friends included Ron Carlson.  

Kristi Bourke was the winner of the free meal.  Congrats!

Presented by Dori Smidt
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES – April 15, 2008
In attendance:  Tim Baker, Dori Smidt, Dan Albrecht, Tim Channer, Martha Carter, Lynda Roesler, Amy Wilson, Frank Faughn, Michelle Raphael, Pat Cole, Brenda Ladd, Connie Kubat, Ramona Hartley and Ron Carlson.

Motion by Ron, seconded by Michelle to approve the minutes of the last board and chapter meeting as distributed and printed in the March newsletter.  Motion carried.

Old Business – Lynda thanked Tim Channer for putting together a great slate of directors for next year.  The May 7th awards ceremony will be held at the Knolls with the final cost being $18.50 with attendees paying $10 and the chapter covering the $8.50.  It was moved by Martha and seconded by Frank that the chapter pays for the meals for a representative of the companies that sponsors our seminars and for a couple directors of agencies that send a lot of people to our trainings.  Motion also included that past presidents will be invited and that the chapter will pay the $8.50 regardless if they are members.  Motion passed.  Anyone with historical boxes of AGA materials are asked to look for any listings of past presidents to make the process a little easier.  

Discussed the SLM Conference noting that Don Arp, Tim Baker, Michelle, Ramona, Amy, and Frank are signed up to attend.  

New Business – Lynda noted that the National AGA Chapter is offering an Emerging Leaders Scholarship for free hotel at the PDC in Atlanta the end of July.  Any early career members that are interested should contact Lynda for details.

Tim Baker noted that the Nebraska Society of CPA’s had an article about AGA in its last newsletter.  Tim Baker said that per discussions with the AICPA they have a speaker coming in for a half day conference in Nov and wondered if we would like to share speaker costs and have our conference around the same time.  Tim Baker will look into some options. 

CRP Update – Pat reported that we have maxed out most of the categories except in membership, early careers, and chapter awards.  Way to go everybody!  He will compile and submit to National by the due date.

Treasurer’s Report – Dan presented the treasurer’s report.  He noted approximately $6K in revenue has been received already in April towards the conference.  The main expenses of the month were for travel costs for the seminar speaker and postage to mail out CGFM letters.  Frank moved to approve the report as submitted and Ron seconded.  Motion approved.

Director’s Reports:

Community Service – Brenda noted that she has reserved tickets for a Salt Dogs Game on June 22nd right behind home plate.    

Professional Certification –Michelle noted that there are new CGFM books.  The current year books have only been used once therefore she recommended that we not purchase the new books until someone is interested in using them.

Communications - Articles due for the newsletter by April 29th.

Membership – Ramona reported that the Chapter Survey will be completed and sent out by April 18th.
Education – Tim Baker reported that over 100 people have registered for the seminar.  Gifts for the participants have been ordered.  It was motioned by Pat and seconded by Frank to give $20 Barnes and Nobles gift cards to those speakers that are not being paid.  Motion passed. 

Meeting was adjourned.

Presented by:  Dori Smidt

	Our current standing as of May 31, 2008 is as follows:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Area
	Points
	Maximum
	Percentage

	
	Chapter Leadership Participation
	3,000
	3,000
	100%

	
	Education and Professional Development
	4,000
	4,000
	100%

	
	Certification
	4,000
	4,000
	100%

	
	Communications
	3,000
	3,000
	100%

	
	Membership
	675
	3,000
	23%

	
	Early Careers and Student Members
	425
	2,000
	21%

	
	Community Service
	2,000
	2,000
	100%

	
	Chapter Awards Program
	900
	1,000
	90%

	
	TOTALS
	18,000
	22,000
	82%


Job Listing
Agency Name: Farm Service Agency, Farm Service Agency Job 

Location: US-MO-Kansas City Metro area, MO

Job Title: SUPERVISORY ACCOUNTANT 

Department: Department Of Agriculture

Agency: Farm Service Agency

Job Announcement Number: UK184930-FMD-VS

SUPERVISORY ACCOUNTANT Salary Range: 91,781.00 - 119,314.00 USD per year Open Period: Thursday, April 10, 2008 to Wednesday, April 30, 2008 

Series & Grade: GS-510-14 

Position Information: Full Time Career/Career Conditional 

Promotion Potential: 14 Duty Locations: 1vacancy - Kansas City Metro area, MO

Who May Be Considered:  US Citizens and Status Candidates 

Job Summary:  United States Department of Agriculture Farm Service Agency

Contact Tim Channer for the full email information
Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 
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	BUDGET INFORMATION
	 
	TREASURER'S REPORT
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2007-2008
	

	Year 2007-2008
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	March 1, 2008
	 
	$22,843.31 
	

	Receipts:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Spring Seminar
	$13,000.00 
	$9,080.00 
	$3,920.00 
	 
	Receipts:
	 
	 
	

	 
	Fall Workshop
	$11,700.00
	$11,445.00 
	$255.00 
	 
	 
	Spring-PDC
	$680.00 
	 

	 
	Fund Development
	$190.00 
	$0.00 
	$190.00 
	 
	 
	Educational Events
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Local Dues-Membership
	$375.00 
	$469.28 
	($94.28)
	 
	 
	Fall Seminar
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Educational Events
	$1,500.00 
	$308.00 
	$1,192.00 
	 
	 
	 
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Meeting Meals 
	$50.00 
	$0.00 
	$50.00 
	 
	 
	Checking Interest
	$0.10 
	 

	 
	Misc. Income
	$175.00 
	$175.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Interest Income
	$5.00 
	$2.80 
	$2.20 
	 
	 
	   Total Receipts
	 
	$680.10 
	

	 
	Total Receipts:
	$26,995.00 
	$21,480.08 
	$5,514.92 
	 
	 Disbursements:
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Spring Conf. Expense
	$493.50
	 

	Disbursements
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Educational Event
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	National Conf.-Atlanta
	$1,400.00 
	$0.00 
	$1,400.00 
	 
	 
	Speaker Meals
	$8.09 
	 

	 
	Spring Seminar Exp.
	$10,000.00 
	$3,454.85 
	$6,545.15 
	 
	 
	Printing
	$9.94 
	 

	 
	Fall Workshop Exp.
	$6,000.00 
	$5,285.60 
	$714.40 
	 
	 
	Meal Drawing
	$10.00 
	 

	 
	Contingency
	$570.00 
	$0.00 
	$570.00 
	 
	 
	Postage
	$65.12 
	 

	 
	Other Seminars-Travel
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Web Page Support
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Fund Development
	$150.00 
	$0.00 
	$150.00 
	 
	 
	Misc. Expense
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Board Expense
	$75.00 
	$59.00 
	$16.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Disbursements
	$586.65 

	 
	Guest Meals
	$200.00 
	$121.69 
	$78.31 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Postage
	$100.00 
	$109.22 
	($9.22)
	 
	March 31, 2008
	 
	$22,936.76 
	

	 
	Printing
	$100.00 
	$9.94 
	$90.06 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Meal Drawings
	$100.00 
	$80.00 
	$20.00 
	 
	 
	Bank
	$12,936.76 
	 

	 
	Speaker Gifts
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Certificates of Deposit
	$10,000.00 
	 

	 
	Speaker Meals
	$100.00 
	$57.25 
	$42.75 
	 
	 
	 Total
	 
	$22,936.76 

	 
	Meeting Expense
	$400.00 
	$361.93 
	$38.07 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Education Events
	$2,200.00 
	$1,254.93 
	$945.07 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Scholarship
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member Incentives
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Advertising
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member of the Year
	$25.00 
	$25.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	CGFM Expense
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member Events
	$300.00 
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Web Page Support
	$500.00 
	$318.75 
	$181.25 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Miscellaneous
	$250.00 
	$255.00 
	($5.00)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Disbursements:
	$23,370.00 
	$11,693.16 
	$11,676.84 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


2007-2008 Chapter Officers and Board Members
 
President                                           Lynda Roesler                     471-7737            lyn.roesler@gmail.com 
President-Elect                                  Pat Cole                             471-5523          Patrick.Cole@ngpc.ne.gov
Secretary                                           Dori Smidt                          472-1934           dsmidt2@unl.edu
Treasurer                                           Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           dan.albrecht@hhss.ne.gov
Past-President                                   Randy Gerke                       471-9495            rgerke@npers.ne.gov 
 

Board Members 
Co-Directors of Communications
Tim Channer - Newsletter                 326-3043               t.channer@verizon.net
Ray Miller - Webpage                       471-1460               rmiller@nebraska.gov
Co-Directors of Education               
Tim Baker - Seminars                       471-3571               tim.baker@nde.ne.gov
Frank Faughn – Seminars



  frankjr1951@hotmail.com
Director of Community Service       
Brenda Ladd                                      472-5278              bladd2@unl.edu
Co-Directors of Membership          
Connie Kubat                                    471-5521              connie.kubat@ngpc.ne.gov
Ramona Hartley                          471-0622            rhartley@nebraska.gov
Director of Bylaws & Procedures   
Ron Carlson                                      471-0619               rcarlson@nebraska.gov
Co-Directors of Early Careers         
Tim Baker                                        471-3571               tbaker@nde.state.ne.us
Rich Kuzelka                                   437-5966               richard.kuzelka@fhwa.dot.gov
Director of Prof. Certification          
Michelle Raphael                              471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Director of Chapter Programs          
Amy Wilson                                     471-0616               amwilson@nebraska.gov
Director of Fund Development        
Martha Carter                             471-0072             mcarter@leg.ne.gov
Lincoln Chapter

Association Of Government Accountants

P.O. Box 94665

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4665
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