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Lincoln Chapter Association of Government Accountants 

www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – August, 2008
President's Message:

AGA continues to grow!  At the National Professional Development Conference (PDC) in Atlanta July 27-30, AGA announced that our organization now has 94 Chapters with over 15,000 members.  Additional Chapters will be starting soon, taking us over the 100 mark.  The National PDC was attended by 2,000 accountability professionals and I can tell you that the education opportunities were excellent.  A special thanks to Paul Carlson, Nebraska’s State Accounting Administrator, for being part of the Technical Committee in charge of this event.  Next year, the conference will be held June 21-24, 2009 in New Orleans.

Speaking of growing, our Chapter is very excited to welcome 39 new members to our AGA family from the Nebraska State Auditor’s Office.  We appreciate the strong support of State Auditor Mike Foley and his staff to join with us in Advancing Government Accountability.  Our Chapter membership total is 102.

Frank Faughn, our Director of Education for Conferences, has put together a great speaker line up for our Chapter conference on September 24th.  Space for this outstanding educational opportunity is filling up fast, so register today using our Chapter website and save $10.  If you have any questions about our Chapter PDC, please contact Frank at 540-1858.

Scott Kleeb, Nebraska’s Democratic candidate for the United States Senate will be the speaker at our next monthly Chapter meeting on Monday, September 8th.  We look forward to Scott’s remarks on his candidacy and his ideas relating to accountability at the national level.  Please register for this lunch opportunity using our Chapter website.  We are currently working with Mike Johanns, Republican candidate and past U.S. Agriculture Secretary, to be our October meeting speaker.

Looking for a good tax conference?  The Omaha AGA Chapter is having a tax conference on Friday, October 3rd.  This event is coordinated through the IRS and will address various federal and state topics as well as non-profit issues.  Contact Catherine Demes Maydew, Omaha Chapter President at 203-4243 for details.

Tim Baker - AGA Lincoln Chapter President

September Chapter Meeting – Monday, September 8, 2008 – Note this is a change of date from the normal Wednesday.
Location:  Lazlo’s - In the Haymarket
Time:  11:45 – Speaker starts at 12:00
Speaker:  Scott Kleeb – Democratic Candidate for U.S Senate
Food:  Selection from three entrees, price includes pop, tea, coffee, etc, tax and tips:

1.  Pub Club sandwich with fries, $12.85 - Ham, turkey, Monterey Jack, cheddar, bacon, lettuce and tomato, with sweet mayo.  
2.  Lalzo Burger with fries, $12.85 - Monterey Jack, honey mustard, lettuce, tomato and red onion.  
3.  Chicken Caesar Salad, $14.11 - Tossed with traditional Caesar dressing, sprinkled with croutons and fresh Parmesan and Hickory – Grilled Chicken.  
Note attendees will have to pay by cash (exact change) or a check made out to AGA and no substitutions are allowed.
Registration:  Because we need to get a count to Lazlo’s please register on the Chapter website by September 2 and email Jason at jason.walters@treasurer.org with your meal selection by September 2 also. 
Calendar of Events

Sept. 8 - Monday - Chapter Meeting – 11:45 – Lazlo’s, In the Haymarket 
Sept. 16 - Tuesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
Sept. 24 – Wednesday - Fall PDC

October 1 - Wednesday - Chapter meeting with speaker. Details TBA
October 21 - Tuesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
November 5 - Wednesday - Chapter meeting with speaker. Details TBA
November 12 - Wednesday – Audio Conference – Internal Controls - Details TBA
November 18 - Tuesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
December 3 - Wednesday - Chapter meeting with speaker. Details TBA
December 10 - Wednesday – Audio Conference – Century Financial Manager: New Mix of Skills and Education Levels - Details TBA

December 16 - Tuesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
February 11 - Wednesday – Audio Conference –Fraud - Details TBA
May 13 - Wednesday – Audio Conference – Ethics - Details TBA
AGA Fall Professional Development Conference – Wednesday September 24, 2008
See the attached file for information on the Fall Professional Development Seminar.  Register on the Chapter website.  

Guests

Bring a guest to a Chapter meeting.  They will get a free lunch.  If they join you get a free lunch.

CGFM Scholarship Drawing

 

This fall Lincoln Chapter AGA will offer one scholarship to a member of Lincoln Chapter AGA to pay for Exam 1, 2, and 3 of the CGFM.  The Lincoln Chapter AGA member must have applied and been accepted or will be applying and be accepted in the CGFM program.  The selected member must take and pass each of the CGFM exams in order to be eligible for reimbursement. The member must keep their membership current during the entire application, testing and reimbursement process, provide a copy of their CGFM eligibility letter, passing test score results and complete all three tests by the end of the three years following eligibility in order to receive reimbursement for all three exams. Individual exams will be reimbursed following submission of a passing exam score.  All expense reimbursement claims must be submitted by January 15, 2012.  
 

Lincoln Chapter AGA members interested in entering the scholarship drawing should email their name and contact information to Michelle Raphael at mrmrsralph@aol.com no later than October 2, 2008. Lincoln Chapter AGA will draw a submitted member name at the October 2008 meeting.  

 

"Certification programs are win-win-win--the certifiers benefit; the certified benefit; and so does any customer, client or employer who relies on the certification. That should explain why, within a decade, every market leader in every global industry will offer certification programs for its key employees." Fortune Magazine, 6.26.00
 

CGFM Exam ~ How do you Prepare???

 

The "How Do I Prepare?" section of AGA website (click on the link below) offers ways to prepare for the CGFM Examinations, including: additional reading resources, information on instructor led programs, and information on exam study guides. *Lincoln Chapter AGA is willing to purchase the self-study guides for all three parts of the CGFM exam to loan members if there is any interest in taking the CGFM exams.  

AGA website – How Do I Prepare?  http://www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/prepare/default.aspx
National AGA CGFM Chapter Promotion

Need an extra incentive to apply for the CGFM Program? 

Here it is:

From September 1 until November 30, 2008 national AGA will give a rebate of $20 for CGFM applications received with the assistance of AGA chapters.

In order to receive a $20 rebate, 

1. The complete CGFM application (application form, $85 application fee and copy of the transcript) must be received by AGA Office of Professional Certification during the period of September 1 through November 30, 2008. 

2. The CGFM application form must have the promotional phrase: "CGFM chapter promotion - [name of your chapter]" written at the bottom of the form. If the application is submitted online, the applicant must put this phrase in the last question: "How did you learn about the CGFM Program?"
Important notes:
- A full application fee of $85 must be paid at the time of application. The $20 check will be sent to the applicant by mail in January. 

- The applicant must put the words "CGFM chapter promotion" AND the name of your chapter on the application form in order to receive the rebate.
- It is preferable that the applications are submitted by the applicants themselves and not by the chapter. The applicant does not have to be a chapter member in order to receive the rebate.


You can apply for the CGFM program online at:
http://www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/downloads/CGFMapplicationform.pdf
Volunteer to Audit Chapter

A volunteer who is not on the Board is needed to audit the chapter financial records.  Please contact Dan Albrecht or Tim Baker to volunteer.

Email Addresses

Please remember to send any email address changes to Tim Channer so the mailing list can be updated.  Thanks

Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for chapter meetings please call or email Martha Carter - 471-0072, Mcarter@leg.ne.gov, Jason Walters 471-2793, Jwalters@treasurer.org, or Julie Heyen – 471-6621, Julie.heyen@nebraska.gov.
CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES – August 14, 2008
The August Chapter meeting was held on Aug 14th at 7:30 AM at the Ferguson House.  Our meeting was held in conjunction with the Nebraska State Government Chapter of the National Management Association.  Janis Heim’s, President of NMA, welcomed everyone and conducted the NMA business.  Tim Baker then welcomed everyone and thanked NMA for sharing their meeting with us.  He announced the Fall Seminar and handed out information.  There was no other business.  The guest speaker, Commissioner (and former Senator) Bob Wickersham was announced and gave his presentation on the Tax Equalization and Review Commission.  It was a very informative presentation.  Thanks!  

Those attending included Lonnie Fierstein, Ron Carlson, Tim Baker, Martha Carter, Frank Faughn, Jason Walters, Kristi Bourke, Dan Albrecht, Judy Alderman, Michelle Raphael, Don Arp, Julie Heyen, Michelle Furby and Dori Smidt.

Presented by Dori Smidt, Secretary
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES – August 19, 2008
In attendance:  Tim Baker, Dori Smidt, Frank Faughn, Ramona Hartley, Don Arp, Brenda Ladd, Lynda Roesler, Ron Carlson, Jason Walters, Amy Wilson, Michelle Raphael, Lonnie Fierstein, and Dan Albrecht.

Motion by Frank, seconded by Don to approve the minutes of the last board meeting as distributed and printed in the July newsletter with a correction in the last paragraph to change “were” to “where”.  Motion carried.

Business – Tim noted that all went great at the PDC in Atlanta.  He announced next year it will be in New Orleans.  He noted that numerous people at the PDC had heard of the Lincoln Chapter and the great things happening in Nebraska.  He pointed out that we still need some one to do the Chapter Audit therefore anyone with ideas of people who can help should let him know.  The regional chapter conference call was announced.  

Tim also noted that the State Auditors office has decided to allow all staff to join AGA in order to benefit from our CPE trainings.  It was moved by Ron and seconded by Frank to give the state a discount of $10 for their 24 members that would not get the early career rate.  Motion carried.  Tim said he is also working with other departments to continue to increase membership.  It was discussed if a set discount should be determined for departments with a certain number of people joining and it was felt this should be discussed on a case by case situation.

Treasurer’s Report – Dan noted that Frank has filed the IRS form update post card.  

The 2008-09 budget was presented and discussed.  Several lines were looked at to see if they would meet the needs of the year.  It was noted that the Meeting Income and Year End Meeting and the Education Events Audios both have some revenue but not enough if we do a lot of the food and have it reimbursed.  After further discussion it was decided they were adequate.  See further discussion on audio conferences below.  Discussed the Ernest Almonte Event Line and adjusted the expense to $250, see further detail below.  Discussed the speaker’s gifts and felt the $500 was high but decided to keep as is knowing we will approve expenses therefore won't spend that much unless needed.  Also noted that any participant gifts for the seminars will come out of the seminar line of budget.  Also changed the Member of the year to the $25 paid out already this year and will discuss increasing next year if we promote.  Also increased the Misc Exp by $25 and the Fall PDC by $500 to cover some additional costs.  Reviewed expenses through July 31st noting no additional changes.  Budget and Treasurer’s report was moved by Tim and seconded by Ron to be approved with revisions.  Motion carried.

Chapter Points – Nothing to report.

Director’s Reports:

Education –
Sept meeting is set for the 8th at Lazlo’s with Scott Kleeb presenting.  Will only have 3 menu choices that will have to be ordered ahead of time and those attending will have to pay at the door when they arrive with cash or check for their food.  A non alcoholic drink and tax/gratuity will all be included in the cost.  

Discussed the audio conferences.  Decided not to have food at this point for the audio conferences.  If it seems to be missed, we can reevaluate this decision.

Everything appears to be set and in place for a great fall conference.  Frank noted that he has a quote for $400 for all day computer support.  He is doing a walk around with County Inn and Suites and the company that will provide the computer support to make sure everything has been addressed before the day of the program.  He also has talked to Cornerstone printing and for $50 they will make all the name tags for the conference as the member that previously did them is not available to do so this year.  

Frank noted that the Ernest Almonte Program is set for Oct 13th in the afternoon.  All the details have not been worked out yet in regards to room location and costs.  Lincoln is helping the Omaha AGA Chapter to sponsor this and it was agreed that the costs would remain within the $250 budget set.  Lincoln AGA members will be allowed to participate for free but others would be charged however the amount has yet to be determined.  Frank will continue to work with Omaha on this program.    

Professional Certification –Michelle said she hasn’t heard anything from National AGA about promotions.  She thought it would be good to provide a local scholarship to promote the CGFM.  It was moved by Dori and seconded by Brenda to provide up to $200 toward the CGFM to a member payable after they have completed and passed the exam.  Motion carried.

Communications - Articles due for the newsletter by Aug 25th.

All other business tabled to the September meeting due to lack of time.

Meeting was adjourned.

Presented by:  Dori Smidt

Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 
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	BUDGET INFORMATION
	 
	TREASURER'S REPORT
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2008-2009
	

	Year 2008-2009
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	July 1, 2008
	 
	$21,201.51 
	

	Receipts:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Spring Conference
	$11,800.00 
	$1,520.00 
	$10,280.00 
	 
	Receipts:
	 
	 
	

	 
	Fall Conference
	$11,800.00
	$500.00 
	$11,300.00 
	 
	 
	Meeting
	$270.00 
	 

	 
	Meeting Income
	$300.00 
	$270.00 
	$30.00 
	 
	 
	Educational Events
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Educational Events-Audios
	$200.00 
	$0.00 
	$200.00 
	 
	 
	Fall - PDC
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Misc. Income
	$200.00 
	$0.00 
	$200.00 
	 
	 
	 
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Interest Income
	$200.00 
	$0.00 
	$200.00 
	 
	 
	Checking Interest
	$0.09 
	 

	 
	Omaha Event
	$100.00 
	$0.26 
	$99.74 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Receipts:
	$24,600.00 
	$2,290.26 
	$22,309.74 
	 
	 
	   Total Receipts
	 
	$270.09 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 Disbursements:
	 
	
	 

	 
	Disbursements:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Post Office Box Rent
	$42.00
	 

	 
	Spring 2009 PDC
	$8,000.00 
	$0.00 
	$8,000.00 
	 
	 
	Memorials & Donation
	$300.00 
	 

	 
	Fall 2008 PDC
	$7,000.00 
	$0.00 
	$7,000.00 
	 
	 
	Meeting Expenses
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	National PDC
	$1,700.00 
	$0.00 
	$1,700.00 
	 
	 
	Guest Meals
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Audio Conferences
	$1,200.00 
	$0.00 
	$1,200.00 
	 
	 
	Meal Drawing
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Meeting Expense
	$1,000.00 
	$783.55 
	$216.45 
	 
	 
	Postage
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Other Seminars - Exp.
	$750.00 
	$0.00 
	$750.00 
	 
	 
	Speaker Gifts
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Website Support
	$700.00 
	$0.00 
	$700.00 
	 
	 
	Fall Conf.
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Membership Support
	$700.00 
	$0.00 
	$700.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Disbursements
	$342.00 

	 
	Speaker Gifts
	$500.00 
	$0.00 
	$500.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Memorials & Donations
	$500.00 
	$300.00 
	$200.00 
	 
	July 31, 2008
	 
	$21,129.60 
	

	 
	Guest Meals
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member Events
	$300.00 
	$260.00 
	$40.00 
	 
	 
	Bank
	$11,129.60 
	 

	 
	CGFM Books
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Certificates of Deposit
	$10,000.00 
	 

	 
	Omaha Event
	$250.00 
	$0.00 
	$250.00 
	 
	 
	 Total
	 
	$21,129.60 

	 
	Member Incentives
	$200.00 
	$0.00 
	$200.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Advertising
	$200.00 
	$0.00 
	$200.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Misc. Expense
	$175.00 
	$0.00 
	$175.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Board Expense
	$150.00 
	$0.00 
	$150.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Postage
	$150.00 
	$0.00 
	$150.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Mentoring Program
	$150.00 
	$0.00 
	$150.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Printing
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Meal Drawings
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Speaker Meals
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Post Office Box Rent
	$50.00 
	$42.00 
	$8.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member of Year
	$25.00 
	$25.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Disbursements:
	$24,600.00 
	$1,410.55 
	$23,189.45 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


2007-2008 Chapter Officers and Board Members
 
President                                           Tim Baker                     
471-3571            tim.baker@nde.ne.gov 
President-Elect                                  Don Arp                             471-0040           Darp@leg.ne.gov
Secretary                                           Dori Smidt                          472-1934           Dsmidt2@unl.edu
Treasurer                                           Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           Dan.albrecht@dhhs.ne.gov
Past-President                                   Lynda Roesler                    471-7737            lyn.roesler@gmail.com 
 

Board Members 
Co-Directors of Communications
Tim Channer - Newsletter                 326-3043               t.channer@verizon.net
Lonnie Fierstein - Webpage               471-6822              Lonnie.fierstein@nebraska.gov        
Director of Education               
Frank Faughn – Seminars

540-1858
  frankjr1951@hotmail.com
Amy Wilson – Audio Conferences
471-0616               Amy.wilson@nebraska.gov
Director of Community Service       
Brenda Ladd                                      472-5278              Bladd2@unl.edu
Directors of Membership          
Ramona Hartley                                471-0622              Ramona.hartley@nebraska.gov
Director of Bylaws & Procedures and Chapter Historian   
Ron Carlson                                      471-0619               Ron.carlson@nebraska.gov
Director of Early Careers         
Rich Kuzelka                                   437-5966                richard.kuzelka@fhwa.dot.gov
Director of Prof. Certification          
Michelle Raphael                              471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Co-Directors of Chapter Programs
Martha Carter                             
471-0072               Mcarter@leg.ne.gov

               Jason Walters 

471-2793
jason.walters@treasurer.org
               Julie Heyen

471-6621
Julie.heyen@nebraska.gov
Lincoln Chapter
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