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Lincoln Chapter Association of Government Accountants 

www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – February, 2008
President's Message:

Dear Friends,

Most of us are aware that things often occur in cycles - for example, the economy has good times and bad times, and vinyl records are now making a comeback.  Our Chapter is currently enjoying a “good time” - our membership has grown this past year from a number in the low 60’s to 78 members as of last week.  We are experiencing increased attendance at our Chapter audio conferences and our Professional Development Conferences which indicates people are beginning to recognize that our Chapter can be an asset to help with education and networking.  On a national level, AGA is recognized as an emerging leader in the accounting world.  If you have ever heard Relmond Van Daniker, AGA Executive Director, speak about AGA, you know he has so much energy and passion for our organization in addition to a great vision where AGA should be in the next 10 years and beyond to serve government workers and taxpayers.

This is an exciting time for AGA at a national level and a local level.  Come and feel the energy by joining us for Chapter meetings on the first Wednesday of every month and join us at our Professional Development Conference on April 22.  We are currently in need of volunteers to serve on the Chapter Executive Committee, and I am asking that you please consider serving on the Committee and be a part of this “energy surge”.  Contact Tim Channer or myself if you have an interest in being on the Executive Committee to help develop our Chapter into a local community leader in the accounting business world.

Thank you.

Lynda Roesler - Chapter President
Chapter Meeting – Wednesday, March 5, 2007

Location: Valentino’s - 35th & Holdrege Street

Speaker:  Steve Hartman, Chief Information Security Officer, State of Nebraska

Presentation:  The Current Threat Landscape in Information Technology
The meeting starts at 11:45.  Register on the chapter website.  

Chapter Executive Board Nominations

Pat Cole has resigned as President for 2008-2009.  We need someone to serve as President for the coming Chapter year starting May 1, 2008.  The Chapter pays for the President to attend the National Professional Development Conference which is in Atlanta, Georgia this year.  AGA National is sponsoring a Sectional Leadership Meeting (SLM) in New Orleans on May 2 & 3 2008.  Chapter President-Elects, Incoming Chapter Membership or Early Career Chairs, Incoming Chapter CGFM Chairs, and Incoming Chapter Education Chairs, will be invited to attend.   AGA National will pay for all expenses. 
Tim Channer will be contacting chapter members to develop a slate of officers for next year.  If you are interested in serving as Chapter President or serving on the Chapter Executive Board contact Tim Channer at t.channer@verizon.net.
Calendar of Events

March 5 – Wednesday – Chapter Meeting - 11:45

March 18 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – NSOB – 6th Floor – Education Conference Room B 

March 26, 2008 – Audio Conference - GASB Update – NSOB Lower Level A
April 2 – Wednesday – Chapter Meeting - 11:45

April 15 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – NSOB – 6th Floor – Education Conference Room B 

April 22, 2008 – Tuesday - Spring Seminar

May 7 – Wednesday – Chapter Meeting - 11:45

May 20 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – NSOB – 6th Floor – Education Conference Room B 

June 17 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – NSOB – 6th Floor – Education Conference Room B 

AGA 2008 Survey
The Lincoln Chapter Board has requested all chapter members to go to the Internet link below and complete the survey.  If we have the highest participation rate we will receive a cash prize!!

AGA is sponsoring an online member survey to learn their thoughts about current and future government financial management issues. AGA Corporate Partner Grant Thornton LLP is administering the survey.  All responses are anonymous, and the results will be presented at the 2008 PDC in Atlanta.
To encourage responses to the survey, AGA will give the chapter with the highest response rate a cash award of $300; second highest will receive $200 and third will receive $100.  The award will be based on the number of responses received per chapter divided by the total registered membership of a chapter.  Please be sure to enter your chapter’s name when you fill out the survey.  http://inquisite.gt.com/cgi-bin/qwebcorporate.cgi?idx=9TNK34 You may need to control - click to follow the link. 
Thanks for your help in promoting the survey. If you have any questions about AGA’s research initiatives, please contact AGA’s Director of Research Anna Miller.  amiller@agacgfm.org
AGA Lincoln Chapter Spring Professional Development Conference Tuesday April 22
Speakers include:

· Jan Yager, National Talk Show Guest & Expert on Time Management, Communication & Careers 
· John Cook, University of Nebraska Head Volleyball Coach - Motivation & Leadership 
· Bob Kardell, BKD, Omaha - Fraud Investigations & Preventions 
· John Mallery, BKD, Kansas City - Computer Forensics & Network Security  
· Tim Schlegelmilch, Michelle Raphael, Tom Ryan - Payment & Stored Valve Cards
Location:  Country Inn & Suites – 5353 North 27th Street Lincoln, Nebraska (One mile south of Interstate 80 and 27th Street.

Register on the website for this great conference.

March is Certified Government Financial Manager Month 

Governor Dave Heineman will be presenting Lincoln Chapter AGA members with a proclamation declaring March 2008 "Certified Government Financial Manager Month".  Members are invited to attend the Governor's proclamation ceremony on Wednesday, March 13, 2008.  The proclamation ceremony will be in the Warner Chamber in the State Capitol beginning at 10:30 a.m.
Membership Renewal

Annual membership is due March 31. Renew your AGA membership on the national website. 

CPA "Review Day"

UNITED WAY of Lincoln and Lancaster County
March 19th (Wednesday) -- 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. -- OR --1 to 5 p.m.
Requirements:
· CPA with active or inactive license
· It is not necessary to have experience in non-profit account to participate
· Training will be provided at the beginning of each shift

· Current Audit Resource Team members (CPAs)will be on hand for the day
· Each volunteer will be asked to sign a Statement of Confidentiality
Job Description
· Review of financial documentation for 2 or 3 human service agencies (per volunteer)
· Review is done for reasonableness of audited figures to:
· figures presented on the Program Application Financial Form

· allocation of Indirect Costs
· agency financial stability
· disposition of agency's year-end surplus or deficit

LUNCH will be provided Bring your skills - talents - appetite - United Way needs you!
Please contact United Way by February 15th
Robin Mahoney
Sr. Director of Fund Distribution and Community Planning
441-6070 or rmahoney@unitedwavlincoln.org
206S13thST, STE100
Lincoln, NE 68508
Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for chapter meetings please contact Amy Wilson at 471-7737 or amwilson@notes.state.ne.us.
CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES – February 6, 2008
The Febr 7, 2008 chapter meeting was held at the State Office Building, LLF in conjunction with the Using Internal Controls to Improve Operations Audio Conference.
For chapter business, Ron recognized Linda Knox as a new member and Linda Dickinson a guest with Dori Smidt from UNL.  Tim Baker noted that 56 people have already registered for the spring conference so it is filling up fast.  Brenda asked for help with the Junior Achievement Bowl A Thon as she still has a couple spots that need filled.  

The following members were present:  Dan Albrecht, Amy Archuleta, Don Arp, Tim Baker, Ron Carlson, Martha Carter, Ruilin Cheng, Abby Debuse, Jim Dietsch, Lonnie Fiersten, Michelle Furby, Jennifer Gilmore, Ramona Hartley, Syed Hassan, Julie Heyen, Linda Knox, Connie Kubat, Brenda Ladd, Angie McClelland, Stefanie Meese, Terrye Mitenko, Cindy Nichols, Dorothy Porath, Dori Smidt, Bruce Snyder, Amy Wilson, Colin Wilson, and Wei Zhao.  

Michelle Furby was the winner of the free meal.  Congrats!

Presented by Dori Smidt

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES – February 19, 2008
In attendance:  Tim Baker, Dori Smidt, Dan Albrecht, Tim Channer, Martha Carter, Lynda Roesler, Syed Hassan, Ramona Hartley, Amy Wilson, Rich Kuzelka and Ron Carlson.

Motion by Ron, seconded by Ramona to approve the minutes of the last board and chapter meeting as distributed and printed in the January newsletter.  Motion carried.

Old Business – Lynda reported she has tried to reach the student who won the AGA scholarship, Rachel Stigge, but hasn’t had any luck.  Lynda also passed out some options for where to hold the May 7th awards banquet.  A few more suggestions were offered so she will look into a couple more options and we will discuss at the March meeting.  Dori suggested inviting all the past presidents as well and recognizing them so that new members can see who has been Presidents over the years.

New Business – Lynda reported that National AGA is reviewing the regions to determine if new sections are needed.  She also noted that SLM is May 2nd and 3rd in New Orleans with a mission project before the meeting.  She will find out how many the region will pay for from each chapter and talk to those people in the respective positions to see if they are available to attend.  Lynda also noted that on a regional level, Van, the Executive Director, has asked chapters to look into the need for a Citizen Centric Report for their city and Walt Darling, the Regional Vice President and member of the Topeka, KS chapter is working with the Dean of the College to send letters to the CPA firms to sponsor students at the PDC.  

Treasurer’s Report – Dan presented the treasurer’s report.  He noted $45 was paid for the first year of an Early Career member.  He also said the CD has been purchased.  Dan asked for a volunteer to do the tax reporting for this year since we will be over the $25,000 requiring different tax forms.  Rich said he would help Dan with them this year.  

Director’s Reports:

Community Service – The Junior Achievement Bowl A Thon is February 23rd.  AGA has again volunteered to count money and still have a couple spots to fill.   

Professional Certification – Lynda will ask Michelle if March was declared CGFM month again this year.  

Chapter Programs – The March 5th meeting will be at Valentinos with Steve Hartman, Chief Information Security Officer for the State of Nebraska presenting.  Amy noted that we are out of speaker gifts.  We discussed other options then the flashlights including personalized paper holders.  It was noted it would be nice to have a gift to give out at the professional development seminar that said Lincoln AGA to put on desks so that everyone has a reminder of AGA.  Martha moved and Rich seconded to get more flashlights for the speaker gifts.  Motion passed.  Dan then moved and Rich seconded to spend up to $6 per person for gifts for the seminar.  Motion passed.  Martha, Tim, and Amy agreed to look for ideas and order these items so we have them in time.
Membership – Ramona and Connie are meeting this week to discuss the survey and other items.

Communications - Articles due for the newsletter by Febr 26th.   

Early Careers – Tim noted that a student from Wesleyan, Ben Underwood, is interested in joining our chapter.  Ben is one of 20+ members of the new Accounting club started at Wesleyan.  Tim B moved and Tim C seconded that we cover Ben’s dues.  Motion passed.  He also said that Walt thought our idea of a recruitment folder is great and would like to see our finished product.

Education – Syed noted that he will be moving to Washington DC therefore this was his last meeting.  We thanked him for his hard work and commitment.  The audio is set for March.  It was decided not to have lunch at this audio and see if the lunch option is missed.  Tim noted that over 60 people have signed up for the PDC with most of them not members.  

Meeting was adjourned.

Presented by:  Dori Smidt

	Our current standing as of January 31, 2007 is as follows:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Area
	Points
	Maximum
	Percentage

	
	Chapter Leadership Participation
	3,000
	3,000
	100%

	
	Education and Professional Development
	2,525
	4,000
	63%

	
	Certification
	1,050
	4,000
	26%

	
	Communications
	3,000
	3,000
	100%

	
	Membership
	200
	3,000
	7%

	
	Early Careers and Student Members
	375
	2,000
	19%

	
	Community Service
	1,100
	2,000
	55%

	
	Chapter Awards Program
	200
	1,000
	20%

	
	TOTALS
	11,450
	22,000
	52%


Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 

Community Service, Leadership and Music: April 2008 New Orleans Habitat for Humanity Trip
By: Jeff Hart, CGFM, CFE, Denver Chapter, Immediate Past AGA National President
What do these three activities have to do with each other—community service, leadership and music? First, I will be leading a group of AGA members, family and friends on our second national community service project in New Orleans April 28 – May 2. Second, an AGA Sectional Leadership Meeting (SLM) for selected AGA chapters and other leaders will be held May 2 – 3. And third, the New Orleans Jazz Festival is set for the weekend before and after our community service project (actually, for three days before our work project, and for four days at the end). So, you have more than one good reason to come to New Orleans that week.
Why are we going back again this year? New Orleans still needs our help. By one estimate, as many as 20,000 buildings in the city remain uninhabitable. In fact, 27,500 families, mostly from New Orleans, are still living in tiny, 300-square-foot, government-issued travel trailers across the state, waiting for their homes to be repaired or for some kind of affordable housing to become available. Many other people remain in faraway cities. And hundreds—by some accounts, thousands—live on the city streets.
What are we going to do exactly? The work may be similar to what we did last year: installing floor joists, siding, soffits and fascia (exterior trim), interior molding, kitchen and bath cabinets, doors and door hardware, fencing and address numbers. We painted and scraped. Two volunteers spent a day playing with and reading to elementary school students whose parents were overstressed and overworked as they put their lives back together.
For me, it was one of the best vacations I have ever had. It was so uplifting to be working with my own hands, alongside like-minded people, knowing that we were making a difference with every hour we spent there. We also had plenty of time to go to a ballgame, check out the casino and visit some of the best restaurants and music haunts in the city fabled for its food and music. In the end, nine people volunteered from around the country last year, members of the New Orleans chapter also joined us at the work site, and two volunteers came from the USDA National Finance Center. Volunteer Raul Fierros, a member of AGA’s Inland Empire Chapter, also made an inspirational DVD of our experience last year. If you’d like a copy, please contact him at rfierros@dph.sbcounty.gov
This year, anyone can volunteer for any period of time, or for any kind of job (construction or administrative tasks, for example). Volunteers are responsible for their own accommodations and expenses. Last year, some chapters sponsored a member from their chapter by paying some of the travel expenses.
Here’s the calendar of activities:
April 25 – 27: New Orleans Jazz Festival
April 28: AGA volunteers may do various volunteer tasks in St. Bernard Parish (suburban New Orleans)
April 29 – May 2: AGA volunteers may build houses or other volunteer work in New Orleans for Habitat for Humanity (probably in Musicians' Village in the upper Ninth Ward again)
May 2 and 3: Select Section II AGA volunteer leaders attend SLM in New Orleans (by invitation only)
May 1 – 4: New Orleans Jazz Festival, including performances by the Neville Brothers, Stevie Wonder, Billy Joel, Jimmy Buffett, Tim McGraw, Santana, Maze, Sheryl Crow, Widespread Panic, Dr. John, Al Green, Diana Krall and many more. (http://www.nojazzfest.com/)
The Embassy Suites New Orleans Convention Center (downtown, where the SLM will be held for selected AGA leaders) has set aside 10 rooms for each night, Sunday through Wednesday, for $79. This is a great rate—almost 50 percent off the government rate, thanks to AGA’s “mission,” as the hotel refers to it.
Make reservations by calling the hotel directly at 1.800.EMBASSY. Note the following:
·      A special discounted rate of $79 per night, plus 13 percent room tax and a $2 occupancy tax, is available Sunday, April 27 through Wednesday, April 30. (Share a room with another volunteer, and save another 50 percent.)
·      The hotel block will be released 30 days prior to arrival, so make your reservations early to avoid a higher rate.
·      If you will attend the SLM, please make your reservations for ONLY the Habitat for Humanity dates you’ll be paying for on your own. SLM invitations and hotel reservations must be handled separately.
·      Please contact Julie Cupp at jcupp@agacgfm.org with specific questions about the Embassy Suites.
Volunteers may also stay at Habitat's new and improved "Camp Hope" dormitory for next to nothing, or in student dorms at the University of New Orleans’ (UNO) Pontchartrain Hall with semi-private accommodations for just $20.60 per person, per night. Contact Elizabeth Johnson at 504.280.7731 or eyjohnson@uno.edu. You may also contact New Orleans Chapter member and former RVP Peggy Javery at PEGGY.JAVERY@usda.gov for details. If you'd like to sign up to join us, please e-mail me at hart.jeff@epa.gov.
I'm looking forward to being with you all again this coming year. My wife, Roxy, a Habitat veteran, is also looking forward to building a house, and visiting the Crescent City for her first time. I hope you choose to come on this fun and worthwhile trip, and bring friends and family along with you!
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	BUDGET INFORMATION
	 
	TREASURER'S REPORT
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2007-2008
	

	Year 2007-2008
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	January 1,2007
	 
	$16,441.91 
	

	Receipts:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Spring Seminar
	$13,000.00 
	$8,150.00 
	$4,850.00 
	 
	Receipts:
	 
	 
	

	 
	Fall Workshop
	$11,700.00
	$11,445.00 
	$255.00 
	 
	 
	Spring-PDC
	$6,620.00 
	 

	 
	Fund Development
	$190.00 
	$0.00 
	$190.00 
	 
	 
	Local-Dues
	$88.05 
	 

	 
	Local Dues-Membership
	$375.00 
	$469.28 
	($94.28)
	 
	 
	Fall Seminar
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Educational Events
	$1,500.00 
	$189.00 
	$1,311.00 
	 
	 
	 
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Meeting Meals 
	$50.00 
	$0.00 
	$50.00 
	 
	 
	Checking Interest
	$0.15 
	 

	 
	Misc. Income
	$175.00 
	$175.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Interest Income
	$5.00 
	$2.61 
	$2.39 
	 
	 
	   Total Receipts
	 
	$6,708.20 
	

	 
	Total Receipts:
	$26,995.00 
	$20,430.89 
	$6,564.11 
	 
	 Disbursements:
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Spring Conf. Expense
	$282.66
	 

	Disbursements
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Educational Event
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	National Conf.-Nashville
	$1,400.00 
	$0.00 
	$1,400.00 
	 
	 
	Speaker Meals
	$8.53 
	 

	 
	Spring Seminar Exp.
	$10,000.00 
	$2,961.35 
	$7,038.65 
	 
	 
	Fall Seminar
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Fall Workshop Exp.
	$6,000.00 
	$5,285.60 
	$714.40 
	 
	 
	Meal Drawing
	$10.00 
	 

	 
	Contingency
	$570.00 
	$0.00 
	$570.00 
	 
	 
	Meeting Expense
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Other Seminars-Travel
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Web Page Support
	$81.25 
	 

	 
	Fund Development
	$150.00 
	$0.00 
	$150.00 
	 
	 
	Misc. Expense
	$45.00 
	 

	 
	Board Expense
	$75.00 
	$59.00 
	$16.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Disbursements
	$427.44 

	 
	Guest Meals
	$200.00 
	$121.69 
	$78.31 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Postage
	$100.00 
	$44.10 
	$55.90 
	 
	Jan. 31, 2007
	 
	$22,722.67 
	

	 
	Printing
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Meal Drawings
	$100.00 
	$60.00 
	$40.00 
	 
	 
	Bank
	$22,722.67 
	 

	 
	Speaker Gifts
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Certificates of Deposit
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Speaker Meals
	$100.00 
	$49.16 
	$50.84 
	 
	 
	 Total
	 
	$22,722.67 

	 
	Meeting Expense
	$400.00 
	$361.93 
	$38.07 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Education Events
	$2,200.00 
	$1,121.48 
	$1,078.52 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Scholarship
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member Incentives
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Advertising
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member of the Year
	$25.00 
	$25.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	CGFM Expense
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member Events
	$300.00 
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Web Page Support
	$500.00 
	$243.75 
	$256.25 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Miscellaneous
	$250.00 
	$225.00 
	$25.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Disbursements:
	$23,370.00 
	$10,858.06 
	$12,511.94 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


2007-2008 Chapter Officers and Board Members
 
President                                           Lynda Roesler                     471-7737            lyn.roesler@gmail.com 
President-Elect                                  Pat Cole                             471-5523          Patrick.Cole@ngpc.ne.gov
Secretary                                           Dori Smidt                          472-1934           dsmidt2@unl.edu
Treasurer                                           Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           dan.albrecht@hhss.ne.gov
Past-President                                   Randy Gerke                       471-9495            rgerke@npers.ne.gov 
 

Board Members 
Co-Directors of Communications
Tim Channer - Newsletter                 326-3043               t.channer@verizon.net
Ray Miller - Webpage                       471-1460               rmiller@nebraska.gov
Co-Directors of Education               
Syed Hassan -Audio Conferences     471-9159               shassan@notes.state.ne.us
Tim Baker - Seminars                       471-3571               tim.baker@nde.ne.gov
Frank Faughn - Seminars
Director of Community Service       
Brenda Ladd                                      472-5278              bladd2@unl.edu
Co-Directors of Membership          
Connie Kubat                                    471-5521              connie.kubat@ngpc.ne.gov
Ramona Hartley                          471-0622            rhartley@nebraska.gov
Director of Bylaws & Procedures   
Ron Carlson                                      471-0619               rcarlson@nebraska.gov
Co-Directors of Early Careers         
Tim Baker                                        471-3571               tbaker@nde.state.ne.us
Rich Kuzelka                                   437-5966               richard.kuzelka@fhwa.dot.gov
Director of Prof. Certification          
Michelle Raphael                              471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Director of Chapter Programs          
Amy Wilson                                     471-0616               amwilson@nebraska.gov
Director of Fund Development        
Martha Carter                             471-0072             mcarter@leg.ne.gov
Lincoln Chapter

Association Of Government Accountants

P.O. Box 94665

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4665
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