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Lincoln Chapter Association of Government Accountants 

www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – January, 2008
President's Message:

Chapter members,

In just a few days the Chapter will be sponsoring an audio conference on Using Internal Controls to Improve Operations.  This is a topic that is very relevant to all of us no matter what our position is in our organizations.  I hope that many of you will be able to attend the audio and take back the information to your agencies for further discussion.  

Since this audio conference falls on the same day as our regular Chapter meeting for February we will be having a short Chapter meeting prior to the audio conference.  The meeting and lunch will begin at 12:30 p.m.  Come and join us for lunch!

One of our community service projects is coming up at the end of February.  For several years, Chapter members have volunteered to work at the Junior Bowl-a-thon counting money (one of the fun things for an accountant to do!).  I want to thank everyone who has signed up to assist with this project. 

Please remember our Professional Development Conference on April 22.  Try and keep warm!

Lynda Roesler

Chapter Meeting – Wednesday, February 6, 2008
There will be a short chapter meeting before the Audio Conference on February 6.  The meeting will start at 12:30.  Register for the audio conference on the chapter website.
Calendar of Events

February 6, 2008 - Wednesday – Chapter Meeting and Audio Conference - Using Internal Controls to Improve Operations - NSOB Lower Level F - 12:30
February 19 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – NSOB – 6th Floor – Education Conference Room B 

February 23 – Saturday – Junior Achievement Bowl-a-thon

March 5 – Wednesday – Chapter Meeting - 11:45

March 18 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – NSOB – 6th Floor – Education Conference Room B 

March 26, 2008 – Audio Conference - GASB Update – NSOB Lower Level A
April 2 – Wednesday – Chapter Meeting - 11:45

April 15 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – NSOB – 6th Floor – Education Conference Room B 

April 22, 2008 – Tuesday - Spring Seminar

May 7 – Wednesday – Chapter Meeting - 11:45

May 20 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – NSOB – 6th Floor – Education Conference Room B 

June 17 - Tuesday - Board Meeting - 12:00 – NSOB – 6th Floor – Education Conference Room B 

AGA Lincoln Chapter Spring Professional Development Conference Tuesday April 22
Speakers include:

· Jan Yager, National Talk Show Guest & Expert on Time Management, Communication & Careers 
· John Cook, University of Nebraska Head Volleyball Coach - Motivation & Leadership 
· Bob Kardell, BKD, Omaha - Fraud Investigations & Preventions 
· John Mallery, BKD, Kansas City - Computer Forensics & Network Security  
· Tim Schlegelmilch, Michelle Raphael, Tom Ryan - Payment & Stored Valve Cards
Location:  Country Inn & Suites – 5353 North 27th Street Lincoln, Nebraska (One mile south of Interstate 80 and 27th Street.

Register on the website for this great conference.

Junior Achievement Bowl-a-thon

The Junior Achievement Bowl-a-thon will be Saturday, February 23 at Parkway Lanes. As one of our chapter community service projects, we need volunteers to help count the money collected for the Bowl-a-thon. Shift times are 10:00, 12:00, 2:00, 4:00, 6:00 and 8:00. We need 2 -3 people per shift. Please contact Brenda Ladd at 472-5278 or bladd2@unl.edu to sign up.

Audio Conference – February 6 - Using Internal Controls to Improve Operations
	Date:
	Wednesday, February 6, 2008

	Time:
	1:00 - 3:00 p.m. CST

	Learning Objectives:
	Understanding how internal controls can be used to improve operations

	Prerequisite:
	Familiarity with internal control concepts 

	Location:
	Nebraska State Office Building, Room LLA (lower level F)

	CPE: 
	Two hours CPE

	Field of Study:
	Government Auditing

	Cost:
	$25.00 for Non-Members, Free for AGA Members

	Lunch:
	Feel Free to bring your lunch and drinks

	To Register:
	  http://www.lincolnneaga.org

	
	Click on Training and Click on February 6, 2008 Audio


CGFM Examinations Update

In 2007, AGA undertook a psychometric review and update of the three CGFM Examinations. To ensure the examinations' content reflects the current industry practices, AGA conducted a full-scale Job Analysis Study of the role of the Certified Government Financial Manager. While the core of the examination content remained the same, the three examination content outlines were updated, refreshed and streamlined. The weighting among the sub-content areas within each examination was adjusted, and the language of the content outlines was revised to provide additional depth and detail to support candidates preparing for the examinations. 

The revised examination content outlines may be found on http://www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/downloads/CGFMExamContentOutlines08.pdf
The Job Analysis process is described on http://www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/jobevalstudy.aspx.

The updated CGFM Examinations will be offered for the first time at the Intensive Review Course/CGFM Examinations event to take place before the Professional Development Conference in Atlanta on July 24-27, 2008. The updated examinations will be available in Prometric testing centers beginning on August 15, 2008. CGFM Examinations taken prior to that date will follow the existing examinations content outline (see http://www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/exams/).

AGA is in the process of revising the three CGFM Study Guides to reflect the updated examinations content outline. The updated study guides will be available in March. More information regarding the study guides update will be posted on the CGFM Examinations update page (<http://www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/examupdate.aspx>).

If you have any questions about the examinations update, please visit the CGFM Examinations Update: Frequently Asked Questions page (http://www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/update_faq.aspx) or contact the Office of Professional Certification at 800.AGA.7211, ext. 305.

CPA "Review Day"

UNITED WAY of Lincoln and Lancaster County
March 19th (Wednesday) -- 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. -- OR --1 to 5 p.m.
Requirements:
· CPA with active or inactive license
· It is not necessary to have experience in non-profit account to participate
· Training will be provided at the beginning of each shift

· Current Audit Resource Team members (CPAs)will be on hand for the day
· Each volunteer will be asked to sign a Statement of Confidentiality
Job Description
· Review of financial documentation for 2 or 3 human service agencies (per volunteer)
· Review is done for reasonableness of audited figures to:
· figures presented on the Program Application Financial Form

· allocation of Indirect Costs
· agency financial stability
· disposition of agency's year-end surplus or deficit

LUNCH will be provided Bring your skills - talents - appetite - United Way needs you!
Please contact United Way by February 15th
Robin Mahoney
Sr. Director of Fund Distribution and Community Planning
441-6070 or rmahoney@unitedwavlincoln.org
206S13thST, STE100
Lincoln, NE 68508
Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for chapter meetings please contact Amy Wilson at 471-7737 or amwilson@notes.state.ne.us.
CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES – January 9, 2008
The Jan 9, 2008 chapter meeting was held at the Starlite Lounge.  Todd Sneller from the Nebraska Ethanol Board spoke.  Todd noted that by the end of 2008, they expect to have more then 20 ethanol producing plants in Nebraska, producing nearly 1.3 billion gallons of ethanol each year—and requiring nearly 500 million bushels of grain in the process.  Nebraska ranks third nationally in ethanol production—and is the largest ethanol producer west of the Missouri River. Geographic position, abundant ethanol supply and reliable, competitive rail transportation give Nebraska a strategic advantage in serving ethanol markets in the western U.S.  In the United States, ethanol is usually made from corn, sorghum and other grain products. However, in the future other biomass resources such as forestry and agricultural waste, switch grass, or crops especially for energy use will be used.  He noted that ethanol has been around for years dating back to the early to mid 1900’s.  The first ethanol sold in Nebraska was in 1975.  The ethanol industry has proven to be great neighbors for the many communities they are in by providing any where from 35 to 285 permanent employees making an average income of $54,000.  It has been a great way to attract professionals to some of the smaller Nebraska communities due to the wide range of skills needed.  

For chapter business, Lynda recognized Terry Mitenko a new member from Omaha, NE and Ritch Bahe a guest with Jamie Johnson from BKD.  Welcome!  Tim Baker handed out the final agenda for the Spring seminar to be held on April 22nd at the Country Inn and Suites.  

The following members were present:  Dan Albrecht, Tim Baker, Kristi Bourke, Ron Carlson, Ruilin Cheng, Pat Cole, Lonnie Fiersten, Michelle Furby, Ramona Hartley, Sheryl Hesseltine, Julie Heyen, Clint Holmes, Jamie Johnson, Connie Kubat, Rich Kuzelka, Brenda Ladd, Melissa Maguire, Jennifer Mai, Ray Miller, Terrye Mitenko, Michelle Raphael, Dwayne Rauscher, Lynda Roesler, Dori Smidt, Robert Storant, Jason Walters, Amy Wilson, Colin Wilson, and Wei Zhao.  

Tim Baker was the winner of the free meal.  Congrats!

Presented by Dori Smidt
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES – January 15, 2008
In attendance:  Tim Baker, Ramona Hartley, Dori Smidt, Dan Albrecht, Tim Channer, Martha Carter, Brenda Ladd, Lynda Roesler, Michelle Raphael, Rich Kuzelka and Ron Carlson.

Motion by Rich, seconded by Ron to approve the minutes of the last board and chapter meeting as distributed and printed in the December newsletter.  Motion carried.

Old Business – Discussed offering some incentives to the winner of the student scholarship, Rachel Stigge.  Rich moved and Ramona seconded to pay the national dues, provide lunch at a meeting, and for free attendance at the spring seminar if Rachel.  Lynda volunteered to call Rachel to discuss these items with her to see if she is interested.  Motion passed. 

Treasurer’s Report – Dan presented the treasurer’s report with changes from last meeting.  He noted the first payment has been made for the main speaker for the spring seminar resulting in a $2,500 expense.  Dan also asked if anyone knew if AGA was tax exempt.  No one knows so it was suggested Dan call the state to find out.  Ron moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report and Tim B seconded.  Motion passed.

Director’s Reports:

Community Service – The Junior Achievement Bowl A Thon is February 23rd.  AGA has again volunteered to count money therefore people are still needed for many of the times.  Brenda asked that they contact her if interested.  She will announce again at the February meeting.  

Professional Certification – Michelle has put together a letter to send out to agencies and businesses about AGA.  Everyone is asked to send her addresses for any specific places they think it would be beneficial to send.  She also is working to promote March as CGFM month.  

Chapter Programs – Lynda noted that the February meeting is set and Amy is working on speakers for the rest of the meetings for the year.  Lynda also said she was going to start looking at options for an evening meeting.  This would be an Awards Banquet and time to mingle therefore no speaker would be needed.  Options would be James Arthur Vineyards where the cost is $18 for appetizers and drinks or some place where we could have a full meal.  Members would be asked to pay for part of the cost and the chapter would cover the rest.  Lynda will bring more information to the next meeting for discussion.   

Membership – Ramona noted she has only received one idea for the chapter survey.  Several board members suggested some other ideas and asked that she put something together to send to us so we can then add additional ideas we might have.     

Communications - Articles due for the newsletter by Jan 30th.   

Early Careers – Lynda said National AGA has sent us $150 to use towards recruiting.  They want a report by February 1 of what we will use the money.  Ideas included:  pay for accounting professors to attend seminar, create a brochure just about the Lincoln AGA chapter to hand out, invite a specific group or office to a meeting and pay for their meals, or additional mailings for the spring seminar.  Lynda will work on putting the report together to discuss some of these items as this would be far more then the $150.  

Education – Tim B handed out an updated spring seminar schedule.  The group reviewed and seeing no changes, Tim will print and mail out to some possible attendees.  Tim also mentioned that Jan Yager’s representative asked if we would be interested in purchasing some of her books to hand out at the seminar or if she could set up a booth to sell books after she talks.  The board decided it would be fine for her sell books after the seminar but didn’t see any value in purchasing her books for all attendees.  Tim C mentioned that his employer has several people they would like to send but is wavering on membership as it is not always the same people that come to the seminars.  The board discussed allowing a group membership where they would be able to send up to the number of members at member price to the seminar rather then just those specific people.  Item tabled for further discussion.  Also discussed the February Audio.  Dori has arranged for food so Lynda and Syed have updated the website and the e-mail announcements.  Anyone that signed up prior to the food being noted, Lynda will call to ask if they would like to eat.  

Meeting was adjourned.

Presented by:  Dori Smidt

Chapter Point Status as of October 31, 2007
	Our current standing as of October, 2007 is as follows:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Area
	Points
	Maximum
	Percentage

	
	Chapter Leadership Participation
	2,675
	3,000
	89%

	
	Education and Professional Development
	1,875
	4,000
	47%

	
	Certification
	775
	4,000
	19%

	
	Communications
	3,000
	3,000
	100%

	
	Membership
	175
	3,000
	6%

	
	Early Careers and Student Members
	100
	2,000
	5%

	
	Community Service
	100
	2,000
	5%

	
	Chapter Awards Program
	200
	1,000
	20%

	
	TOTALS
	8,900
	22,000
	40%


Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 
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	BUDGET INFORMATION
	 
	TREASURER'S REPORT
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2007-2008
	

	Year 2007-2008
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	December 1,2008
	 
	$18,949.35 
	

	Receipts:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Spring Seminar
	$13,000.00 
	$1,530.00 
	$11,470.00 
	 
	Receipts:
	 
	 
	

	 
	Fall Workshop
	$11,700.00
	$11,445.00 
	$255.00 
	 
	 
	Educational Event
	$56.00 
	 

	 
	Fund Development
	$190.00 
	$0.00 
	$190.00 
	 
	 
	Misc/ Income
	$30.00 
	 

	 
	Local Dues-Membership
	$375.00 
	$381.23 
	($6.23)
	 
	 
	Fall Seminar
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Educational Events
	$1,500.00 
	$189.00 
	$1,311.00 
	 
	 
	Local-Dues
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Meeting Meals 
	$50.00 
	$0.00 
	$50.00 
	 
	 
	Checking Interest
	$0.15 
	 

	 
	Misc. Income
	$175.00 
	$175.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Interest Income
	$5.00 
	$2.46 
	$2.54 
	 
	 
	   Total Receipts
	 
	$86.15 
	

	 
	Total Receipts:
	$26,995.00 
	$13,722.69 
	$13,272.31 
	 
	 Disbursements:
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Spring Conf. Expense
	$2,500.00
	 

	Disbursements
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Educational Event
	$45.39 
	 

	 
	National Conf.-Nashville
	$1,400.00 
	$0.00 
	$1,400.00 
	 
	 
	Speaker Meals
	$8.20 
	 

	 
	Spring Seminar Exp.
	$10,000.00 
	$2,678.69 
	$7,321.31 
	 
	 
	Fall Seminar
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Fall Workshop Exp.
	$6,000.00 
	$5,285.60 
	$714.40 
	 
	 
	Meal Drawing
	$10.00 
	 

	 
	Contingency
	$570.00 
	$0.00 
	$570.00 
	 
	 
	Meeting Expense
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Other Seminars-Travel
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Web Page Support
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Fund Development
	$150.00 
	$0.00 
	$150.00 
	 
	 
	Misc. Expense
	$30.00 
	 

	 
	Board Expense
	$75.00 
	$59.00 
	$16.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Disbursements
	$2,593.59 

	 
	Guest Meals
	$200.00 
	$121.69 
	$78.31 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Postage
	$100.00 
	$44.10 
	$55.90 
	 
	Dec. 31, 2008
	 
	$16,441.91 
	

	 
	Printing
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Meal Drawings
	$100.00 
	$50.00 
	$50.00 
	 
	 
	Bank
	$16,441.91 
	 

	 
	Speaker Gifts
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Certificates of Deposit
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Speaker Meals
	$100.00 
	$40.63 
	$59.37 
	 
	 
	 Total
	 
	$16,441.91 

	 
	Meeting Expense
	$400.00 
	$361.93 
	$38.07 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Education Events
	$2,200.00 
	$1,121.48 
	$1,078.52 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Scholarship
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member Incentives
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Advertising
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member of the Year
	$25.00 
	$25.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	CGFM Expense
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member Events
	$300.00 
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Web Page Support
	$500.00 
	$162.50 
	$337.50 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Miscellaneous
	$250.00 
	$180.00 
	$70.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Disbursements:
	$23,370.00 
	$10,430.62 
	$12,939.38 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


2007-2008 Chapter Officers and Board Members
 
President                                           Lynda Roesler                     471-7737            lyn.roesler@gmail.com 
President-Elect                                  Pat Cole                             471-5523          Patrick.Cole@ngpc.ne.gov
Secretary                                           Dori Smidt                          472-1934           dsmidt2@unl.edu
Treasurer                                           Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           dan.albrecht@hhss.ne.gov
Past-President                                   Randy Gerke                       471-9495            rgerke@npers.ne.gov 
 

Board Members 
Co-Directors of Communications
Tim Channer - Newsletter                 326-3043               t.channer@verizon.net
Ray Miller - Webpage                       471-1460               rmiller@notes.state.ne.us
Co-Directors of Education               
Syed Hassan -Audio Conferences     471-9159               shassan@notes.state.ne.us
Tim Baker - Seminars                       471-3571               tim.baker@nde.ne.gov
Frank Faughn - Seminars
Director of Community Service       
Brenda Ladd                                      472-5278              bladd2@unl.edu
Co-Directors of Membership          
Connie Kubat                                    471-5521              connie.kubat@ngpc.ne.gov
Ramona Hartley                          471-0622            rhartley@notes.state.ne.us
Director of Bylaws & Procedures   
Ron Carlson                                      471-0619               rcarlson@notes.state.ne.us
Co-Directors of Early Careers         
Tim Baker                                        471-3571               tbaker@nde.state.ne.us
Rich Kuzelka                                   437-5966               richard.kuzelka@fhwa.dot.gov
Director of Prof. Certification          
Michelle Raphael                              471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Director of Chapter Programs          
Amy Wilson                                     471-0616               amwilson@notes.state.ne.us
Director of Fund Development        
Martha Carter                             471-0072             mcarter@leg.ne.gov
Lincoln Chapter

Association Of Government Accountants

P.O. Box 94665

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4665
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