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Lincoln Chapter Association of Government Accountants 

www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – November, 2008
President's Message:

The holiday season is now upon us!  This is a great time to reflect on another year as we enjoy spending time with family and friends.  One special memory I have happened a few years ago while AGA was ringing bells for the Salvation Army during the holiday season.  A very young girl with her mother came up and put some money in the red pot.  I thanked them and wished them both a Merry Christmas.  After pausing a moment, the mother returned and thanked me for ringing bells.  She went on to tell me that a few years earlier, without any family and money, the Salvation Army provided her with food, a new coat and a Christmas gift.  While we all have demanding schedules, I hope you will take time to enjoy the holiday season and also do something special for others.  If you would like to ring bells inside Westfield Mall on December 3rd or 4th, please contact Brenda Ladd directly at 472-5278.

 

On December 10th we will hold a short Chapter meeting starting at noon in the State Office Building, Lower Level C.  We will have an optional lunch by Valentino's that includes pizza, salad, drink, tax, and tip for only $6.  Then after lunch, the AGA National Audio Conference on 21st Century Financial Managers will start at 1:00.  Register today for one or both events using our Chapter website.

Our Chapter is again sponsoring the Adopt-a-Family program.  This year we are sponsoring a single mother with a three-year-old boy and pregnant with a girl due in January.  Please bring wrapped gifts tagged for the mother, son or expected girl to our December 10th Chapter meeting.  See more information in this newsletter and contact Rich Kuzelka at 437-5966 with any questions.   

 

2009 will be an exciting time for our Chapter with several opportunities for you.  Be watching for details on our monthly Chapter meetings, our next Professional Development Conference in April, upcoming Audio Conferences, counting cash for the Junior Achievement Bowlathon, CGFM month, and our Chapter’s annual awards dinner.

Tim Baker - AGA Lincoln Chapter President

December Chapter Meeting – Wednesday, December 10, 2008

Time: 12:00  

Location: NSOB Lower Level C 
Food:  Valentino’s Pizza - $6 – Pizza, salad, drink, tax and tip
Speaker:  No speaker.  The Audio Conference starts at 1:00  

Audio Conference – Wednesday, December 10, 2008

The chapter is sponsoring an audio conference on December 10, 2008.  The topic is 21st Century Financial Management.  The audio conference is in NSOB Lower Level C and will be from 1:00 to 3:00.  Register today for one or both events using our Chapter website.
Calendar of Events

December 10 - Wednesday – Combined December Chapter Meeting and Audio Conference – Century Financial Manager: New Mix of Skills and Education Levels – Details TBA

December 16 - Tuesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
January 7 - Wednesday - Chapter meeting with speaker -  Details TBA
January 20 - Tuesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
February 4 - Wednesday - Chapter meeting with speaker - Details TBA
February 11 - Wednesday – Audio Conference –Fraud - Details TBA
February 17 - Tuesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
March 4 - Wednesday - Chapter meeting with speaker - Details TBA
March 17 - Tuesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
April 1 - Wednesday - Chapter meeting with speaker - Details TBA
April 21 - Tuesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
May 6 - Wednesday - Chapter meeting with speaker - Details TBA
May 13 - Wednesday – Audio Conference – Ethics - Details TBA
May 19 - Tuesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
Bell Ringing Community Service Event

Once again the Lincoln Chapter will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army Kettle Campaign. The dates are Wednesday, December 3 and Thursday, December 4 inside Westfield Gateway Mall near Younkers. There are two shifts each night, 5:00 - 7:00 and 7:00 to 9:00. There will be a sign up sheet passed around at the November 5 Chapter meeting, or you may contact Brenda Ladd at 472-5278 or bladd2@unl.edu to sign up.
AGA Lincoln Chapter Adopt-a-Family Update


In follow up to the October newsletter article on the Chapter sponsored Adopt-a-Family event we would like to provide additional information:  

The Lincoln Medical Education Program (LMEP) Young Families Program has requested that gifts be wrapped or in gift bags, tagged with age & gender.
Listed below is information on the family and their wish list.  Again, anyone who would like to purchase one of the gifts can drop it off at the Chapter meeting on December 10th.  Alternatively, arrangements can be made to drop off the gift to Brenda or me by December 17th.  Please visit with one of us if you decide to purchase a gift so that we can check it off the list. We will also be taking cash donations prior to and at the meeting.  Funds collected that are not used to purchase gifts will be applied to food or gas gift certificates

LMEP has told me that the mother is very excited and will be very appreciative of this special gift AGA Lincoln will be providing to her and her family.
Listed below is information on the family and their wish list.
Description of Family- Single mother of a 3 year old little boy and pregnant with a little girl due in January.  They are currently living in the mission but working toward a housing voucher and hoping to get settled in her own place by Christmas time.  Mom is currently working toward her GED and searching for employment. She immigrated here and has very little family support. She is in need of: 
· Household items: towels, bedding, dishes, cookware.  
· Items for a 3 yr. old Boy who enjoys cars and trucks and Christian books and wears a size 4T and shoes in size 8 to 9. 
· Items for a new born baby girl, including clothing, blankets and diapers. 

· Items for mom include, size small clothing-keep in mind she is pregnant though and size 8 ½ shoe size. 
· Gift Certificates to places like Wal-Mart, Target or Shopko would also be good options for this family.
LMEP & the Lincoln AGA Chapter really appreciate your assistance in helping this family.

Guests

Bring a guest to a Chapter meeting.  They will get a free lunch.  If they join you get a free lunch.

Why Certification Matters. Why CGFM.
By: John Radford, CGFM, CIA, CFE, Oregon State Controller 

People often ask me why certification is important. I tell them it's all about accountability.

Employers prefer staff members who are certified because they have undergone a rigorous testing procedure, proving they have specialized skills and knowledge.  Certification also shows that the employees are committed to continuing their professional education and upholding high ethical standards-requirements for maintaining their credential.

The pluses extend beyond the workplace, though. Citizens benefit from knowing the public's work is being done by professionals who have demonstrated their expertise. Certification boosts public confidence in government.

That's why I'm a big supporter of AGA's Certified Government Financial Manager (CGFM) certification. If there was a Good Housekeeping Seal of Approval for government finance professionals, this would be it. The CGFM is the mark of excellence. It is fast becoming the certification of choice for financial and fiscal employees at all levels of government.

Earning the CGFM requires a bachelor's degree, a minimum of two years of professional level government financial management experience, and passing three tough examinations that cover all three levels of government. Passing the exams is just the beginning. CGFM's must follow AGA's strict Code of Ethics and complete at least 80 hours of Continuing Professional Education (CPE) every two years.

Anyone who works in government finance will tell you that their work differs significantly from what their counterparts are doing in the public sector.  People who have passed the exams tell me that the process has helped them see more clearly how all the pieces of government financial processes fit together.

Consider what one new CGFM, an auditor for the Commonwealth of Virginia, said: "It has given me a better appreciation for the big picture. When you're new to working in the governmental environment it's such a strange animal compared to public sector accounting."

William D. Brown, who earned his CGFM credential after more than 20 years in New Jersey's most challenging fiscal offices, says: "If you are planning a career in government fiscal management, you need to earn this certification. It is the only program broad enough to measure the knowledge needed by today's professionals at the federal, state and local levels."

The demands on government financial managers are only going to increase. No longer relegated to back rooms, finance professionals are key members of decision-making teams for government programs. Government financial managers are constantly updating their skills to make financial information reliable, instantly accessible, and easy for program managers to understand to make everyday decisions and plan for the long term.

The field of government financial management will be far different tomorrow from what it is today. Having broad knowledge, a recognized professional designation and a requirement to stay abreast of the latest developments will be the way to distinguish you from the crowd.

Governments across the country are likely now entering a period of potentially great change. Our national regulatory environment may change, well known human capital challenges are already being felt, and state agencies may face renewed calls for efficiency and effectiveness. Now may be the time for state agencies and employees to consider making a commitment to the AGA's CGFM program.

For additional information, please visit the AGA CGFM Certification web site 

<http://www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/cgfmdefault.aspx>

 

Email Addresses

Please remember to send any email address changes to Tim Channer so the mailing list can be updated.  Thanks

Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for chapter meetings please call or email Martha Carter - 471-0072, Mcarter@leg.ne.gov, Jason Walters 471-2793, Jwalters@treasurer.org, or Julie Heyen – jheyen@arborday.org
CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES – November 5, 2008
The November Chapter meeting was held on Nov 5th at 11:45 at the Terrace Grill in the Cornhusker Hotel.  The speaker was Ms. Josie Rodriquez, Consumer Outreach Coordinator for the Consumer Protection Division at the Nebraska Attorney General’s Office.  Ms. Rodriquez gave an overview of the Division.  She noted that the purpose of the agency is to protect against fraud and scam.  It represents the state and not individuals but helps individuals who report fraud when they can.  They offer mitigation service to the public in some instances and provide legal services for the state.  They do a lot of Internet safety presentations.  She provided hand outs to everyone on their services as well.  Thanks Josie!  

Announced the upcoming Ernie Almonte presentation.  Brenda Ladd presented that the Chapter is again sponsoring a family through the Adopt a Family for Christmas.  Any one who would like to help make Christmas a little better for the family we have been assigned are to bring gifts wrapped with the recipients gender and age on the tag.  Brenda handed around a list of things the family would like.  She also noted that we will again be ringing bells for Salvation Army on Dec 3rd and 4th.  Several spots are still available so contact her if you can help.
Those attending included Dan Albrecht, Judy Alderman, Tim Baker, Ron Carlson, Martha Carter, Ruilin Cheng, Pat Cole, Frank Faughn, Lonnie Fierstein, Michelle Furby, Ramona Hartley, Linda Knox, Brenda Ladd, Lynda Roesler, Dori Smidt, Jason Walters, Richard Sanne, and Becky Tejral.
Guests included Cindy Miserez (brought by Tim Baker) and Connie Broe (brought by Lynda Roesler).

Don Arp was the lucky winner of the free meal.  Congrats!
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES – November 18, 2008
In attendance:  Tim Baker, Tim Channer, Dori Smidt, Lynda Roesler, Frank Faughn, Dan Albrecht, and Martha Carter.

Tim B. welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending.  

Business

Chapter Audit – Dan is gathering the info.
National Recruitment – Discussed uses of the $175 received from National as we have to report how we used it by the end of Jan. Besides the current activities we already do, it was suggested to have an open house for students to encourage government account.  Lynda suggested coordinating with the State.  It was felt this would be a good idea so further research will be done.
Motion made by Martha, seconded by Tim C to approve the minutes of the last board meeting as distributed and printed in the October newsletter.  Motion carried

Tim suggested we do something special for the Christmas board meeting.  It was thought catering a lunch for the meeting would be a nice change.
Treasurer’s Report – Dan presented the Treasurer’s report.  It was noted that we have $14.6K in the checking account therefore Dan will look into getting another CD for around $10K that way we will still have over $4K in checking and the other CD will mature before the next seminar therefore if funds are needed they will be available then.  

Treasurer’s report was moved by Frank and seconded by Lynda to be approved.  Motion carried.

CGFM update- Michelle has mentioned changing the month for AGA to be recognized by the state to February.  No one had any objections to this change.  It was also noted that she is working on a CGFM mailing to agencies but wants to include more about AGA and not just CGFM.  She is also looking for new contacts to send this letter therefore all members are asked to think of people and agencies who should be receiving this info.

Chapter Points - Noted that the points for each quarter should be put in the newsletter therefore Don will be asked to send to Tim Channer to add to the newsletter after he submits each quarter.

Audio Conferences - Rooms have been reserved for the next 3 audio conferences.  It was discussed that it was a great turn out at the November audio conference but it was noted that the audio wasn’t the best.  Amy will be asked to look into options to improve the audio such as adding speakers to the phone or finding a phone that might project better.
Spring PDC – Frank handed out suggested topics and possible speakers for the 2009 Spring PDC.  The date has been narrowed down but won’t be set until speakers are decided to remain flexible to meet their schedules.
Ernest Almonte – Frank noted that it went well.   

Chapter Meetings – Martha noted that the Dec meeting will be held at noon on Dec 10th with no speaker as the audio conference will begin at 1:00.  Valentino’s pizza will be catered for $6 a person with the chapter picking up the difference.  They are working on a speaker for the Jan meeting.  
Community Service update – Bell ringing will be December 3rd and December 4th.  Shifts are 5-7 pm and 7-9 pm.  Several spots are still available therefore any one available is asked to contact Brenda Ladd.  Also noted that gifts for the Adopt a family should be brought to the Dec 10th meeting wrapped with the gender and age of the recipient on the gift.  Brenda will then distribute.  The board voted to buy $100 gift card to Wal-Mart to be given to the family from Chapter Funds.  Lynda moved and Tim C seconded.  Motion approved.  Dori will get the card and give to Brenda.
Webpage – Noted the Dec chapter meeting and audio conference information has been added.

Newsletter – Tim C. needs the newsletter information by Nov 25th.
Other business –Discussed whether or not substitutes to our two PDC’s should be allowed where an agency could send someone else at member rate if the member cannot attend.  It was decided that this shouldn’t be allowed.  In special cases where a member registers and gets sick, it has traditionally been allowed someone else can attend in their place but it was felt that this is for emergency type situations only.

Also discussed a flat lunch fee for chapter meetings.  It was felt this should be left up to the committee but that they should try to keep it under $10 if they do choose to go with a flat rate and that it should include similar options for choices in order to keep it fair.  Also noted that members should be encouraged to come to the meetings and do not have to eat therefore would not have to pay for a flat lunch fee or buy a meal at all if they choose not to. 

Meeting was adjourned. 
Presented by Dori Smidt.
Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 
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	BUDGET INFORMATION
	 
	TREASURER'S REPORT
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2008-2009
	

	Year 2008-2009
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	October 1, 2008
	 
	$28,026.43 
	

	Receipts:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Spring PDC
	$11,800.00 
	$1,520.00 
	$10,280.00 
	 
	Receipts:
	 
	 
	

	 
	Fall PDC
	$11,800.00
	$12,425.00 
	($625.00)
	 
	 
	Meeting
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Meeting Income
	$300.00 
	$636.28 
	($336.28)
	 
	 
	Recruitment Income
	$175.00 
	 

	 
	Educational Events-Audios
	$200.00 
	$0.00 
	$200.00 
	 
	 
	Fall - PDC
	$640.00 
	 

	 
	Misc. Income
	$200.00 
	$0.00 
	$200.00 
	 
	 
	 
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Recruitment Income
	$175.00 
	$175.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	Interest Income
	$0.14 
	 

	 
	Interest Income
	$200.00 
	$188.58 
	$11.42 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Omaha Event
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Receipts
	 
	$815.14 
	

	 
	Total Receipts:
	$24,775.00 
	$14,944.86 
	$9,830.14 
	 
	 Disbursements:
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Meeting Exp.
	$0.00
	 

	 
	Disbursements:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Fall PDC Expense
	$3,787.58 
	 

	 
	Spring 2009 PDC
	$8,000.00 
	$0.00 
	$8,000.00 
	 
	 
	Guest Meals
	$36.00 
	 

	 
	Fall 2008 PDC
	$7,000.00 
	$6,858.93 
	$141.07 
	 
	 
	Meal Drawing
	$10.00 
	 

	 
	National PDC
	$1,700.00 
	$338.15 
	$1,361.85 
	 
	 
	Web Site Support
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Audio Conferences
	$1,200.00 
	$896.00 
	$304.00 
	 
	 
	Recruit./Mentoring
	$134.22 
	 

	 
	Meeting Expense
	$1,000.00 
	$1,045.83 
	($45.83)
	 
	 
	Speaker Meals
	$9.00 
	 

	 
	Other Seminars - Exp.
	$750.00 
	$0.00 
	$750.00 
	 
	 
	Misc. Expense
	$27.70 
	 

	 
	Website Support
	$700.00 
	$112.50 
	$587.50 
	 
	 
	   Total Disbursements
	$4,004.50 

	 
	Membership Support
	$700.00 
	$240.00 
	$460.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Speaker Gifts
	$500.00 
	$0.00 
	$500.00 
	 
	Oct. 31, 2008
	 
	$24,837.07 
	

	 
	Memorials & Donations
	$500.00 
	$300.00 
	$200.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Guest Meals
	$300.00 
	$48.35 
	$251.65 
	 
	 
	Bank
	$14,649.11 
	 

	 
	Member Events
	$300.00 
	$260.00 
	$40.00 
	 
	 
	Certificates of Deposit
	$10,187.96 
	 

	 
	CGFM Books
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	 Total
	 
	$24,837.07 

	 
	Omaha Event
	$250.00 
	$0.00 
	$250.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member Incentives
	$200.00 
	$0.00 
	$200.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Advertising
	$200.00 
	$0.00 
	$200.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Misc. Expense
	$175.00 
	$27.70 
	$147.30 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Board Expense
	$150.00 
	$0.00 
	$150.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Postage
	$150.00 
	$0.00 
	$150.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Recruitment/Mentoring
	$325.00 
	$134.22 
	$190.78 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Printing
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Meal Drawings
	$100.00 
	$20.00 
	$80.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Speaker Meals
	$100.00 
	$9.00 
	$91.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Post Office Box Rent
	$50.00 
	$42.00 
	$8.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member of Year
	$25.00 
	$25.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Disbursements:
	$24,775.00 
	$10,357.68 
	$14,417.32 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


2007-2008 Chapter Officers and Board Members
 
President                                           Tim Baker                     
471-3571            tim.baker@nde.ne.gov 
President-Elect                                  Don Arp                             471-0040           Darp@leg.ne.gov
Secretary                                           Dori Smidt                          472-1934           Dsmidt2@unl.edu
Treasurer                                           Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           Dan.albrecht@dhhs.ne.gov
Past-President                                   Lynda Roesler                    471-7737            lyn.roesler@gmail.com 
 

Board Members 
Co-Directors of Communications
Tim Channer - Newsletter                 326-3043               t.channer@verizon.net
Lonnie Fierstein - Webpage               471-6822              Lonnie.fierstein@nebraska.gov        
Director of Education               
Frank Faughn – Seminars

540-1858
  frankjr1951@hotmail.com
Amy Wilson – Audio Conferences
471-0616               Amy.wilson@nebraska.gov
Director of Community Service       
Brenda Ladd                                      472-5278              Bladd2@unl.edu
Directors of Membership          
Ramona Hartley                                471-0622              Ramona.hartley@nebraska.gov
Director of Bylaws & Procedures and Chapter Historian   
Ron Carlson                                      471-0619               Ron.carlson@nebraska.gov
Director of Early Careers         
Rich Kuzelka                                   437-5966                richard.kuzelka@fhwa.dot.gov
Director of Prof. Certification          
Michelle Raphael                              471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Co-Directors of Chapter Programs
Martha Carter                             
471-0072               Mcarter@leg.ne.gov

               Jason Walters 

471-2793
jason.walters@treasurer.org
               Julie Heyen



jheyen@arborday.org
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