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Lincoln Chapter Association of Government Accountants 

www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – May, 2008
President's Message:

I’m back!  Sometimes opportunities come to us unexpectedly and I am very happy to return as your Chapter President for 2008-2009.  As the Lincoln Chapter continues to grow, we can all take pride in our accomplishments, our current financial position and our direction for the future.  This is an exciting time for our Chapter and I look forward to another great year.
A big thanks to Lynda Roesler for serving as our President last year.  Lynda worked very hard to improve our Chapter and build on our many strengths.  Looking forward, we welcome four new Board members – Don Arp, Julie Heyen, Jason Walters and Lonnie Fierstein.
Six of our Chapter leadership attended the AGA Section II Leadership Meeting (SLM) in New Orleans on May 2nd and May 3rd.  In addition to learning about the expectations and activities of AGA, we had the opportunity to network with AGA regional and national officers, many who stated they are impressed with our Chapter.  I am convinced this is the result of the great support of our membership and the efforts of our outstanding Board.
Frank Faughn is hard at work developing our Fall Professional Development Conference for a late September date.  Several timely topics are in the works and we look forward to making our conference announcement in late June.
Since June is a very busy month for everyone so there will not be a monthly Chapter meeting.  However, we do have two events to bring to your attention.  First, June 22nd is AGA night at Haymarket Park for Saltdogs baseball.  Our Chapter is providing free game tickets to you and your family members to attend this game.  Contact Brenda Ladd at 472-5278 by June 18th to reserve your seats.  Second, our Board will be having a retreat on June 28th to plan for the upcoming year.  If you have any ideas or suggestions for our Chapter, please take a moment to share them with me.
I hope you have a great summer and keep checking our Chapter website for upcoming announcements and activities.
Tim Baker - AGA Lincoln Chapter President

Calendar of Events

No June Chapter meeting
No June Board meeting on June 17th - will roll it into the Board Retreat on Saturday, 6/28
June 22 – Sunday – Saltdogs baseball game – 6:00 pm - Register with Brenda Ladd by June 18th
June 28 - Saturday - Board Retreat, starting at 8:30 am.  Location TBA soon
July 9 - Wednesday - Chapter lunch, location TBA.   This is networking time - without a speaker/program
July 15 - Tuesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
August 6 - Wednesday - Chapter meeting with speaker. Details TBA
August 19 - Tuesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
Sept. 3 - Wednesday - Chapter meeting with speaker. Details TBA
Sept. 16 - Tuesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
October 1 - Wednesday - Chapter meeting with speaker. Details TBA
October 21 - Tuesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
November 5 - Wednesday - Chapter meeting with speaker. Details TBA
November 18 - Tuesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
December 3 - Wednesday - Chapter meeting with speaker. Details TBA
December 16 - Tuesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
Saltdogs - AGA Summer Social
The AGA Lincoln Chapter is hosting another summer family event for AGA members. Mark your calendars for Sunday, June 22 at 6:00 pm and join us for a Saltdogs game! The Chapter will pay for game tickets for you and your family; however, if you do not attend you will be responsible for reimbursing the Chapter for the cost of the tickets (extenuating circumstances will be considered). These are fabulous lower level reserved seats behind home plate. If you have questions, or to RSVP, contact Brenda Ladd at 472-5278 or bladd2@unl.edu.  Brenda needs a final count by Wednesday June 18th.
Chapter Survey

Thanks to everyone who took the time to complete the Chapter Survey.  This information will be helpful in planning for future meetings and events.

Atlanta PDC Hotel Scholarship
AGA National will provide a scholarship good for hotel rooms to attend the AGA national PDC in Atlanta in July, 2008.  Contact Chapter President Tim Baker for more information.  The Chapter Executive Committee will consider providing a scholarship to cover meals, registration, and travel. 

SPECIAL CGFM OPPORTUNITY!
Sign up for AGA's Intensive Review Course and take the CGFM Examinations before the Professional Development Conference in Atlanta. The Intensive Review Course will take place on July 24-25, 2008. The CGFM Examinations will be offered by appointment only on July 26-27, 2008.  More information can be viewed at: http://www.agacgfm.org/pdc2008/cgfm_exams.htm
CGFM Books
The Chapter will purchase review books to be used by any member interested in studying to take the CGFM examination.

Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for chapter meetings please contact Amy Wilson at 471-7737 or amwilson@notes.state.ne.us.
CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES – May 7, 2008
The Awards Banquet was held on the evening of May 7, 2008 at the Knolls Country Club.  As a part of our 30th Year Celebration our emcee Frank Faughn read the list of the Chapter Charter Members.
The Past Presidents which were in attendance were recognized.  We also presented certificates of appreciation to our Corporate Sponsors – Ameritas, BKD, and US Bank and recognized our State Sponsors – Mike Foley & Paul Carlson.

Perfect attendance at meetings was attained by Julie Heyen, Amy Wilson, Dori Smidt and Tim Baker.  Several special awards were presented and the officers were given certificates of appreciation.

Other highlights of the evening included recognition of the Twenty Year Membership of Dan Albrecht and the Twenty Five Year Membership of Don Herz.   Our Member of the Year was Tim Baker.

The evening concluded with the President Lynda Roesler passing the gavel to Tim Baker.

Ramona Hartley - Membership
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES – May 13, 2008
In attendance:  Tim Baker, Dori Smidt, Dan Albrecht, Tim Channer, Martha Carter, Frank Faughn, Michelle Raphael, Ramona Hartley, Jason Walters, Don Arp, Lonnie Fierstein, Julie Heyen, and Ron Carlson.

Motion by Frank, seconded by Michelle to approve the minutes of the last board and chapter meeting as distributed and printed in the April newsletter.  Motion carried.

Old Business – Discussed the SLM Conference noting that Don Arp, Tim B, Michelle, Ramona, Amy, and Frank attended and had a great time.  There were 80 from the Midwest region so was a great chance to net work.

New Business – Discussed having a Board Retreat on June 28th from 8:30 to 12:00.  Ramona is going to look into the conference room at her Condos for the location.  Martha and Ramona also volunteered to help with food.  Decided we will continue to have board meetings on the third Tue of each month skipping June due to the retreat.  Therefore next meetings will be July 15th and Aug 19th.

Treasurer’s Report – Dan presented the treasurer’s report.  Frank asked about the additional filing requirements since we are over $20K.  He volunteered to work with Rich to see what needs done.  Noted that the $1K under the speaker gifts was for the pencil holders that were given out at the seminar to those attending along with the speakers.  Since there are several left, these will be used as speaker gifts for upcoming meetings.  Dan also noted he adjusted the budgets to more accurately reflect the current year activity.  Dori suggested that The Fund Development line be adjusted to at least show Rev higher or equal to Fund Development Costs.  Frank moved to approve the report as submitted and Jason seconded.  Motion approved.

Director’s Reports:

Professional Certification –Michelle noted she got lots of good ideas from SLM and made some good contacts.

Communications - Articles due for the newsletter by May 27th.

Lonnie said he is working with Lynda on determining the best way to get the website updated.  They are looking at him actually doing some of the updating rather then our website provider.  It was noted that the website hasn’t been updated for the newsletters since early in 2007 along with no information on our past current activities.  Also noted that sometimes when information is posted, the margins aren’t set properly therefore cutting off information.  It was also mentioned that some agencies do not always receive the newsletter because it is too big, it is spam jammed.  We discussed putting it into PDF or HTML and then e-mailing, or e-mailing out the website link when the newsletter is posted so people can go on-line to view.  Lonnie will look into the options. 

Community Service - Dori reported that the salt dog game is set for June 22nd for 6:00.  

Membership – Ramona reported that the Chapter Survey was sent out and about half the membership responded.  There were good comments and confirmed that overall the membership is happy with how things are going.  Will look at doing again in the future.  Also noted that several people haven’t renewed there membership.  Ramona will call to remind them to do so.

Education – Frank passed out a decision list of things to consider for the Fall Seminar.  Board members are to look at the list and get back to Frank with their thoughts.  Dori asked about the evaluation results from the Spring seminar and Frank said they have been compiled and will be sent to the board as well.

Martha asked what the groups thoughts are on summer meetings.  Per the survey that was sent, 1/3rd of those that responded thought we should have summer meetings and 2/3rd felt we shouldn’t.  The board felt that summers are a busy time for people personally and at work plus a lot people are gone for vacation.  However it was thought that having a networking luncheon might be fun and a good way to keep people thinking about AGA.  Therefore it was moved by Dori and seconded by Dori to have an open lunch on July 9th.  Motion approved.  The committee will work on finding a location.  Also set the following meeting dates:  Aug 6th, Sept 3rd, Oct 1st, Nov 5th, and Dec 3rd.

Tim noted that at SLM, it was noted that there will be 11 audio conferences offered this year.  They are to be sending out the package deals to encourage chapters to buy in advance.  Tim noted that there is an audio conference coming up in June called Integrating Cost and Performance in Financial Reporting however it was felt that June is too busy therefore we will wait until the package deals arrive to decide which ones we will participate in for the upcoming year.

Meeting was adjourned.

Presented by:  Dori Smidt

Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 

            [image: image3.png]


                    [image: image4.png]


[image: image5.png]AyancinG
GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY



 
2007-2008 Chapter Officers and Board Members
 
President                                           Tim Baker                     
471-3571            tim.baker@nde.ne.gov 
President-Elect                                  Don Arp                             471-0040           Darp@leg.ne.gov
Secretary                                           Dori Smidt                          472-1934           Dsmidt2@unl.edu
Treasurer                                           Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           Dan.albrecht@hhss.ne.gov
Past-President                                   Lynda Roesler                    471-7737            lyn.roesler@gmail.com 
 

Board Members 
Co-Directors of Communications
Tim Channer - Newsletter                 326-3043               t.channer@verizon.net
Lonnie Fierstein - Webpage               471-6822              Lonnie.fierstein@nebraska.gov        
Director of Education               
Frank Faughn – Seminars

540-1858
  frankjr1951@hotmail.com
Amy Wilson – Audio Conferences
471-0616               Amy.wilson@nebraska.gov
Director of Community Service       
Brenda Ladd                                      472-5278              Bladd2@unl.edu
Co-Directors of Membership          
Connie Kubat                                    471-5521              connie.kubat@ngpc.ne.gov
Ramona Hartley                                471-0622              Ramona.hartley@nebraska.gov
Director of Bylaws & Procedures   
Ron Carlson                                      471-0619               Ron.carlson@nebraska.gov
Director of Early Careers         
Rich Kuzelka                                   437-5966                richard.kuzelka@fhwa.dot.gov
Director of Prof. Certification          
Michelle Raphael                              471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Co-Directors of Chapter Programs
Martha Carter                             
471-0072               Mcarter@leg.ne.gov

               Jason Walters 

471-2793
Jwalters@treasurer.org
               Julie Heyen

471-0072
Julie.heyen@nebraska.gov
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