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Lincoln Chapter Association of Government Accountants 

www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – June, 2008
President's Message:

It is wise that we all have an annual health check.  With that said, this spring we did a “health check” on our AGA Chapter by asking our membership to complete a survey.  Over 50% of our membership completed the survey, which is a high response.  I am happy to report that the “health” of our Chapter is very good.  Most impressive is that 97% of responses said that our Chapter education conferences meet their education needs and 94% said our conference registration fees are reasonable.  In addition to providing us with some good speaker ideas and topics, half of the responses said they would like more audio conferences.  Some good suggestions were also made relating to our future monthly Chapter meetings.  Thanks for everyone that took time to complete the survey.

A big thanks to our Board members for giving up a Saturday morning to attend our retreat on June 28th.  Several plans are in progress to provide you with another outstanding year of programs, conferences and activities.  Keep checking our website for upcoming announcements and events.

The final arrangements are being made to our Chapter Professional Development Conference to be held on September 24, 2008.  This 8-hour CPE conference will be held at the Lincoln Country Inn & Suites and we are happy to offer you this event at the same low registration fee as last year.

The last week in July I will be attending the AGA National Professional Development Conference in Atlanta.  In addition to receiving the Platinum Chapter Award for Lincoln, I also look forward to the many opportunities to network with regional and national officers, sharing several ideas to best serve our membership in the year ahead.

Tim Baker

AGA Lincoln Chapter President

AGA Midwest Regional Vice-President Elect

Chapter Meeting – Wednesday, July 9, 2008
Location: Lazzari's Pizza - 1434 O Street
Speaker:  None – This is a networking lunch.  
The meeting starts at 11:45.    

Calendar of Events

July 9 - Wednesday - Chapter lunch, Lazzari's Pizza - 1434 O Street, This is networking time - without a speaker/program. 11:45
July 15 - Tuesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
August 6 - Wednesday - Chapter meeting with speaker. Details TBA
August 19 - Tuesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
Sept. 3 - Wednesday - Chapter meeting with speaker. Details TBA
Sept. 16 - Tuesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
Sept.24 – Wednesday - Fall PDC

October 1 - Wednesday - Chapter meeting with speaker. Details TBA
October 21 - Tuesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
November 5 - Wednesday - Chapter meeting with speaker. Details TBA
November 12 - Wednesday – Audio Conference – Internal Controls - Details TBA
November 18 - Tuesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
December 3 - Wednesday - Chapter meeting with speaker. Details TBA
December 10 - Wednesday – Audio Conference – Century Financial Manager: New Mix of Skills and Education Levels - Details TBA

December 16 - Tuesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
February 11 - Wednesday – Audio Conference –Fraud - Details TBA
May 13 - Wednesday – Audio Conference – Ethics - Details TBA
Volunteer to Audit Chapter

A volunteer who is not on the Board is needed to audit the chapter financial records.  Please contact Dan Albrecht or Tim Baker to volunteer.

Chapter Award

The AGA National Office will be awarding the Lincoln Chapter the Platinum Chapter Award for 2007-2008.  The Platinum Award is the highest level awarded to Chapters, recognizing the performance of a well-rounded Chapter that meets AGA standards, goals and mission.  Our Chapter will receive this award at the AGA National Professional Development Conference on July 30th in Atlanta.

A special thanks to our Past President, Lynda Roesler, our hard working Board members and for your support of the AGA Lincoln Chapter.

Certified Government Financial Manager Program (CGFM):

If you are a member of Lincoln AGA and are interested in taking the CGFM Exam, please contact Michelle Raphael at mrmrsralph@aol.com.  Lincoln Chapter AGA is willing to purchase the set of new study guides if a member is interested in taking the exams. 

You may view more information about the Certified Government Financial Manager Program (CGFM) at: 

http://www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/cgfmdefault.aspx
The three comprehensive examinations that make up the core requirement of the CGFM program are:

Examination 1: Governmental Environment 

Examination 2: Governmental Accounting, Financial Reporting and Budgeting 
Examination 3: Governmental Financial Management and Control

 

You may view more information about the exams at:  http://www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/exams/
Email Addresses

Please remember to send any email address changes to Tim Channer so the mailing list can be updated.  Thanks

Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for chapter meetings please call or email Martha Carter - 471-0072, Mcarter@leg.ne.gov, Jason Walters 471-2793, Jwalters@treasurer.org, or Julie Heyen – 471-6621, Julie.heyen@nebraska.gov.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES – June 28, 2008

In attendance:  Tim Baker, Dori Smidt, Dan Albrecht, Tim Channer, Martha Carter, Frank Faughn, Michelle Raphael, Ramona Hartley, Jason Walters, Don Arp, Lonnie Fierstein, Lynda Roesler, and Amy Wilson, .

Motion by Frank, seconded by Don to approve the minutes of the last board and chapter meeting as distributed and printed in the newsletter.  Motion carried.

Discussed the PDC Conference in Atlanta.  National AGA is again doing a charity raffle therefore is looking for items to be raffled or auctioned off.  In the past we have given gift cards but it was decided this isn’t a good use of funds as it is unknown how much they actually sell the gift card for if it is part of the auction.  It was moved by Don and seconded by Frank to give $100 to AGA as a donation rather then giving any items.

Tim noted that the Omaha chapter is in a revitalization stage.  Any support we can provide them is appreciated.

Vice President’s Report – Don noted the due dates for the Chapter points are 9/30, 12/31, 3/31 and 5/31.  He will work on a summary of the points and send around to the board.

Treasurer’s Report – Dan presented the treasurer’s report.  The budget has not been prepared yet for the 08-09 year.  Tim B. and Dan will work on it and have it available at the August board meeting.  Therefore the budget was not approved.  Discussed the need for a 990 audit and a review of the activity.  The review should be completed by someone not on the board.  Frank will look into filing an extension on our 990 to give us time to find someone not on the board to complete the review.

Director’s Reports:

Membership – We discussed the results of the chapter survey that was sent.  See notes below under the specific areas based on the information discussed.  Did note that the survey asked if paying with credit card would be helpful.  The majority of those surveyed did not feel that a credit card would be a significant help therefore it was determined at this time not to pursue this service.  Ramona also noted that membership is down 20% this year because so many people have left many state agencies.  Some of these positions will be refilled so hopefully new members will join when these positions are filled.  Discussed ways to increase membership such as offering “revolving” memberships, offering a lunch for the directors of the state agencies to discuss the benefits of AGA, or offering volume discounts on memberships.  We will continue to consider options.  Also discussed a Membership Party held by St Louis as an additional example and the National AGA Advantage Program.

Professional Certification – Michelle discussed that we will probably try to get the proclamation done in February, then in March recognize the CGFM chapter members and send a letter to the employers of our CGFM members encouraging them to recognize their designation.  A motion was made by Martha and seconded by Don, and passed by the board to purchase the new CGFM books if a member expresses their interest to take the CGFM test and registers to take it.  A lot of discussion occurred about the state government benefit of taking the CGFM vs. the benefits at the Federal level.  Some AGA chapters have had success in getting the CGFM recognized in government or the auditor’s office.  Little response has been received from the letters and brochures sent out.  Also noted that the potential lunch for directors would be a good place to discuss CGFM.

Communications - Articles due for the newsletter by July 1. The board discussed using a PDF vs. a word document, inserting photos, etc.  All of the board remains pleased with the content and format of the newsletter.  Tim C. is going to add something to the newsletter to remind people to update email addresses as needed.

Lonnie got the FTP set up so that he will be able to update the newsletter on the webpage.  Tim C. will get Lonnie a CD with the old newsletters and Lonnie will send information to Aaron to update the website on the conference, etc.

Community Service – The Saltdogs game went well with over 20 attendees.  Discussed doing two activities next year, maybe a baseball and a hockey game to meet a wider interest range.  Also discussed again doing the bell ringing, the bowlathon, and participating in the adopt a family program.  Michelle moved to sponsor a family again with the chapter giving $100 and asking for items from other members.  Martha seconded.  Motion passed.

Education – Discussed the spring seminar noting that the main speaker was not a success.  Evaluations were for the most part very negative.  Tim B has communicated with the speaker’s agent that we were not happy with her presentation and we will not recommend her to others.  We have not received a final bill yet for her presentation and hopefully we won’t.  

Frank noted that speakers have been almost finalized for the fall seminar noting it will be Sept 24th at the Country Inn and Suites.  All the speakers, except one, have been heard by board members.  The one that has not is a local speaker that has been highly recommended.  The board also noted that it was important to communicate with the speakers on what our expectations are and to keep them focused on the topic.  Felt the pricing from the last seminar was appropriate and based on the survey, most people thought it was reasonable.  Discussed the need for equipment and what to do when it doesn’t work.  Frank will look into a company that would come and hook all the equipment up and make sure it is running properly.  In the past we have rented equipment from the facility or have brought equipment owned by the state.  Since this equipment isn’t always available, discussed potentially purchasing our own equipment.  Someone will get further information on this so the board can make an informed decision.  Also discussed the fact that our seminar was attended by over 100 people this spring therefore making space tight.  We may consider a different location in the future that would accommodate more people and maybe have space for break out sessions in the afternoon.

Discussed partnering with the Omaha chapter a Fall PDC opportunity with Ernest Almonte speaking.  Frank volunteered to work with the Omaha AGA president on the details including a location in Omaha as this made more sense then trying to bring the speaker to Lincoln for a couple of hours. 

Discussed upcoming Chapter meetings.  It was noted all is set for the July gathering and plans are in process for the rest of the year.  Discussed whether it would be appropriate to have delegates come to speak and the board thought it would be if the delegates spoke about certain issues rather then “campaigning”.  Martha and Jason also asked the board’s opinion on combining a chapter meeting with another organization to network and provide a wider range of speakers.  The board thought this was a great idea.

The list of audio conferences was passed out.  The descriptions were very vague making it difficult to determine the interest our chapter would have.  Also it was felt that by doing an audio conference in the same month as the seminars was to time consuming therefore decided on purchasing 4 now and when more information is available to potentially purchase more.  The 4 chosen included Internal Controls on Nov 12th, 21st Century Financial Manager:  New Mix of Skills and Education Levels on Dec 10th, Fraud on February 11th, and Ethics on May 13th.

Early Careers Update – Tim noted that Rich could use some assistance when going out to the colleges to promote governmental accounting and AGA.  Don volunteered to go with Rich to present.

Bylaws – Ron Carlson has agreed to also act as the Chapter Historian.  This year's report needs to be submitted in July.

Presented by:  Dori Smidt

Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 
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	BUDGET INFORMATION
	 
	TREASURER'S REPORT
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2007-2008
	

	Year 2007-2008
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	April 1, 2008
	 
	$22,936.76 
	

	Receipts:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Spring Seminar
	$17,055.00 
	$17,053.50 
	$1.50 
	 
	Receipts:
	 
	 
	

	 
	Fall Workshop
	$11,700.00
	$11,445.00 
	$255.00 
	 
	 
	Spring-PDC
	$7,973.50 
	 

	 
	Fund Development
	$145.00 
	$0.00 
	$145.00 
	 
	 
	Educational Events
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Local Dues-Membership
	$470.00 
	$469.28 
	$0.72 
	 
	 
	Fall Seminar
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Educational Events
	$400.00 
	$308.00 
	$92.00 
	 
	 
	 
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Meeting Meals 
	$50.00 
	$0.00 
	$50.00 
	 
	 
	Checking Interest
	$0.11 
	 

	 
	Misc. Income
	$175.00 
	$175.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Interest Income
	$5.00 
	$2.91 
	$2.09 
	 
	 
	   Total Receipts
	 
	$7,973.61 
	

	 
	Total Receipts:
	$30,000.00 
	$29,453.69 
	$546.31 
	 
	 Disbursements:
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Spring Conf. Expense
	$8,459.96
	 

	Disbursements
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	National Conf.
	$1,073.49 
	 

	 
	National Conf.-Atlanta
	$1,400.00 
	$1,073.49 
	$326.51 
	 
	 
	Speaker Meals
	$11.45 
	 

	 
	Spring Seminar Exp.
	$11,915.00 
	$11,914.81 
	$0.19 
	 
	 
	Guest Meals
	$6.94 
	 

	 
	Fall Workshop Exp.
	$5,436.00 
	$5,345.24 
	$90.76 
	 
	 
	Meal Drawing
	$10.00 
	 

	 
	Establish Savings Account
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	Postage
	$4.60 
	 

	 
	Other Seminars-Travel
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	Speaker Gifts
	$1,034.40 
	 

	 
	Fund Development
	$145.00 
	$0.00 
	$145.00 
	 
	 
	Fall Conf.
	$59.64 
	 

	 
	Board Expense
	$75.00 
	$59.00 
	$16.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Disbursements
	$10,660.48 

	 
	Guest Meals
	$200.00 
	$128.63 
	$71.37 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Postage
	$114.00 
	$113.82 
	$0.18 
	 
	April 30, 2008
	 
	$20,249.89 
	

	 
	Printing
	$100.00 
	$9.94 
	$90.06 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Meal Drawings
	$100.00 
	$90.00 
	$10.00 
	 
	 
	Bank
	$10,249.89 
	 

	 
	Speaker Gifts
	$1,035.00 
	$1,034.40 
	$0.60 
	 
	 
	Certificates of Deposit
	$10,000.00 
	 

	 
	Speaker Meals
	$100.00 
	$68.70 
	$31.30 
	 
	 
	 Total
	 
	$20,249.89 

	 
	Meeting Expense
	$400.00 
	$361.93 
	$38.07 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Education Events
	$1,300.00 
	$1,254.93 
	$45.07 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Scholarship
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member Incentives
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Advertising
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member of the Year
	$25.00 
	$25.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member Events
	$300.00 
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Web Page Support
	$500.00 
	$318.75 
	$181.25 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Miscellaneous
	$255.00 
	$255.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Disbursements:
	$23,900.00 
	$22,353.64 
	$1,546.36 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


	BUDGET INFORMATION
	 
	TREASURER'S REPORT
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2008-2009
	

	Year 2008-2009
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	May 1,2008
	 
	$20,249.89 
	

	Receipts:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Spring Seminar
	$11,405.00 
	$1,520.00 
	$9,885.00 
	 
	Receipts:
	 
	 
	

	 
	Fall Workshop
	$11,700.00
	$500.00 
	$11,200.00 
	 
	 
	Spring - PDC
	$1,520.00 
	 

	 
	Fund Development
	$145.00 
	$0.00 
	$145.00 
	 
	 
	Educational Events
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Local Dues-Membership
	$470.00 
	$0.00 
	$470.00 
	 
	 
	Fall - PDC
	$500.00 
	 

	 
	Educational Events
	$400.00 
	$0.00 
	$400.00 
	 
	 
	 
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Meeting Meals 
	$50.00 
	$0.00 
	$50.00 
	 
	 
	Checking Interest
	$0.17 
	 

	 
	Misc. Income
	$175.00 
	$0.00 
	$175.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Interest Income
	$5.00 
	$0.17 
	$4.83 
	 
	 
	   Total Receipts
	 
	$2,020.17 
	

	 
	Total Receipts:
	$24,350.00 
	$2,020.17 
	$22,329.83 
	 
	 Disbursements:
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Member of Year
	$25.00
	 

	Disbursements
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Misc. Exp.
	$260.00 
	 

	 
	National Conf.-Atlanta
	$1,400.00 
	$0.00 
	$1,400.00 
	 
	 
	Meeting Expenses
	$783.55 
	 

	 
	Spring Seminar Exp.
	$11,915.00 
	$0.00 
	$11,915.00 
	 
	 
	Guest Meals
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Fall Workshop Exp.
	$5,436.00 
	$0.00 
	$5,436.00 
	 
	 
	Meal Drawing
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Establish Savings Account
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	Postage
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Other Seminars-Travel
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	Speaker Gifts
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Fund Development
	$150.00 
	$0.00 
	$150.00 
	 
	 
	Fall Conf.
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Board Expense
	$75.00 
	$0.00 
	$75.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Disbursements
	$1,068.55 

	 
	Guest Meals
	$200.00 
	$0.00 
	$200.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Postage
	$114.00 
	$0.00 
	$114.00 
	 
	June 30, 2008
	 
	$21,201.51 
	

	 
	Printing
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Meal Drawings
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	Bank
	$11,201.51 
	 

	 
	Speaker Gifts
	$1,035.00 
	$0.00 
	$1,035.00 
	 
	 
	Certificates of Deposit
	$10,000.00 
	 

	 
	Speaker Meals
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 Total
	 
	$21,201.51 

	 
	Meeting Expense
	$800.00 
	$783.55 
	$16.45 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Education Events
	$1,300.00 
	$0.00 
	$1,300.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Scholarship
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member Incentives
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Advertising
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member of the Year
	$25.00 
	$25.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member Events
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Web Page Support
	$500.00 
	$0.00 
	$500.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Miscellaneous
	$300.00 
	$260.00 
	$40.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Disbursements:
	$24,350.00 
	$1,068.55 
	$23,281.45 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


2007-2008 Chapter Officers and Board Members
 
President                                           Tim Baker                     
471-3571            tim.baker@nde.ne.gov 
President-Elect                                  Don Arp                             471-0040           Darp@leg.ne.gov
Secretary                                           Dori Smidt                          472-1934           Dsmidt2@unl.edu
Treasurer                                           Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           Dan.albrecht@dhhs.ne.gov
Past-President                                   Lynda Roesler                    471-7737            lyn.roesler@gmail.com 
 

Board Members 
Co-Directors of Communications
Tim Channer - Newsletter                 326-3043               t.channer@verizon.net
Lonnie Fierstein - Webpage               471-6822              Lonnie.fierstein@nebraska.gov        
Director of Education               
Frank Faughn – Seminars

540-1858
  frankjr1951@hotmail.com
Amy Wilson – Audio Conferences
471-0616               Amy.wilson@nebraska.gov
Director of Community Service       
Brenda Ladd                                      472-5278              Bladd2@unl.edu
Co-Directors of Membership          
Connie Kubat                                    471-5521              connie.kubat@ngpc.ne.gov
Ramona Hartley                                471-0622              Ramona.hartley@nebraska.gov
Director of Bylaws & Procedures and Chapter Historian   
Ron Carlson                                      471-0619               Ron.carlson@nebraska.gov
Director of Early Careers         
Rich Kuzelka                                   437-5966                richard.kuzelka@fhwa.dot.gov
Director of Prof. Certification          
Michelle Raphael                              471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Co-Directors of Chapter Programs
Martha Carter                             
471-0072               Mcarter@leg.ne.gov

               Jason Walters 

471-2793
Jwalters@treasurer.org
               Julie Heyen

471-6621
Julie.heyen@nebraska.gov
Lincoln Chapter

Association Of Government Accountants

P.O. Box 94665
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