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Lincoln Chapter Association of Government Accountants 

www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – August, 2009
If you have not already done so, please register for the Fall Professional Development Conference on September 23.  Frank Faughn has done an amazing job putting together a high-caliber slate of presenters.  The Lincoln Chapter is trying to show the other aspects of government accountability this year as both our membership and the field have experienced some changes and we see increasing numbers of non-financial oversight professionals work side by side with accountants and government financial managers.
 

Please check in regularly on the Lincoln Chapter Web site for training opportunities and news.
 

I hope to see you at the PDC.  If I haven't had the opportunity to meet you, please find me and introduce yourself.  I want to meet each chapter member this year.
 

Don Arp, Jr. - AGA Lincoln Chapter President
No Chapter Meeting on September 2, there is an Audio Conference on September 2.
October Chapter Meeting

There is another audio conference on our regular chapter meeting date on October 7, 2009.  The Board will decide at the September Board meeting whether to have a chapter meeting, have a chapter meeting before the audio conference, or have a chapter meeting on a different date. Details will be included in the September Newsletter.
Calendar of Events

September 2 - Wednesday – Audio Conference – Register on the Chapter Website 

September 15 - Tuesday - Annual CBA Ethics Day Lecture - 3:30-4:30 p.m., Lied Center - Free 1 Hour of Ethics CPE Opportunity:
September 16 - Wednesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education 

September 23 – Wednesday - Fall Professional Development Conference – Register on the Chapter Website
October 7 - Wednesday – Audio Conference – Internal Controls for Auditors, Management and Staff -   

  Making Government Organizations Effective - Register on the Chapter Website

October 21- Wednesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
November 4 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

November 18 - Wednesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
December 2 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

December 9 - Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education 

December 16 - Wednesday - Audio Conference – Latest trends in Occupational Fraud - Register on the 
  Chapter Website

January 6 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

January 20 - Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education 

February 3 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

February 17 - Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education 

March 3 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

March 3 – Wednesday - Audio Conference - Fraud

March 17 Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education 

April 7 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

April 21 Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education 

May 5 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

May 12 Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education 

May 19 - Wednesday - Audio Conference – Ethics

Audio Conference September 2, 2009 - Grants Management in Today’s Environment

Date: Wednesday, September 2, 2009
Time: 1:00 – 2:50 p.m. Central Time

Location: State Capitol, Room to be announced

Cost: Free to AGA members and only $25 for the public

CPE: Two credit hours
Register on the Chapter Website
Attend the Annual CBA Ethics Day Lecture - September 15, 2009, 3:30 p.m., Lied Center - Free 1 Hour of Ethics CPE Opportunity:

Speaker:  Harry Markopolos, CFE, told the SEC about Bernie Madoff's fraud nearly 10 years ago and they didn't listen. Now he wants to tell you how he knew. 
Lecture:  " Blowing the Whistle on Bernie Madoff: Gift Wrapping & Delivering the Truth about the Largest Ponzi Scheme Ever. 
CPE:  Application has been made to Nebraska State Board for 1 hour of CPE credit.

Date:  Tuesday, September 15, 2009. 
Time:  3:30-4:30 p.m. 
Place:  Lied Center, free and open to the public.
2009 Fall Professional Development Conference Agenda -Wednesday, September 23, 2009 - Country Inn and Suites, Lincoln, Nebraska
Top of Form

	
	

	7:30 am
	Registration and continental breakfast

	8:00 am
	Welcome and announcements

	
	Don Arp, President

	8:10 am
	Relmond Van Daniker, DBA CPA

	
	AGA National Office Executive Director and former NASACT Executive Director

	
	Presentation: AGA’s role with ARRA

	9:00 am
	Marianne Jennings, Professor Arizona State University

	
	Presentation: A State of the Union on Ethics and What Public Servants Can Do

	
	A review of the ethical missteps by agencies, elected officials and public servants over the past three years. What happened? Why? Were they preventable and how can public servants detect the faint signals as ethical lapses begin?

	
	

	9:50 am
	Break

	10:00 am
	Marianne Jennings’ presentation continued

	10:50 am
	Martha Carter, Legislative Auditor, Nebraska Legislative Audit and Research

	
	Frank Daley, Jr, Executive Director, Nebraska Accountability and Disclosure Commission

	
	Marshall Lux, Ombudsman, Nebraska Ombudsman (Public Counsel)

	
	Presentation:

	
	1. Describe the panel’s agency or division, its services and examples of work performed that highlight accountability and transparency;

	
	2. Relate how the panel’s agency or division serves Nebraska citizens effectively, either as a pre-emptive or deterrent measure, and how either education, professional development, certification, standards or research is used to enhance your effectiveness; and

	
	3. The challenges or limitations for the panel’s agency or division, from either present laws, court actions, issues, trends, resources to carry out your services.

	
	

	11:40 am
	Networking Lunch Buffet

	12:50 pm
	BKD, LLP concurrent sessions

	
	Presentation 1: Intermediate Sanctions

	
	Presentation 2: Financial Issues for Not-for-Profits

	
	

	1:40 pm
	Tom Sadowski, CGFM CPA, former Director of Accounting, State Of Missouri and the University of Missouri

	
	Presentation: Government Financial Management After the Stimulus

	
	Governments have made great strides in accountability, especially internal controls, transparency and performance management. What impact is the Stimulus likely to have on the accountability profession?

	2:30 pm
	Break

	2:40 pm
	MK Mueller, International Trainer and Author

	
	Presentation: “How To Say What You Mean and Mean What You Say!“

	
	There are practical ways to stay positive and purposeful in our communication with clients, staff, co-workers and regulators. Just as with mathematical equations, we get out what we put into any relationship. Step-by-step methods are presented for staying out of defensiveness, avoiding third party communication, finding the courage to speak the truth and moving into fully responsible business practices. Also presented is the powerful concept of Risk = Rewards in the communication process and show how we can "Run to, not from" to achieve our personal and professional goals.

	
	

	4:20 pm
	Closing announcements

	These presentations are approved by the Nebraska Board of Public Accountancy for 8 CPE of which 2 CPE qualify for Ethics. Attendance is required throughout the conference to receive the CPE approval letter.


Register on the Chapter Website.
CGFM Designation Holders

 

What are the requirements for maintaining the Certified Government Financial Manager designation?
To retain the designation, a CGFM holder must:
1. Pay the CGFM renewal fee by the due date every year.

2. Adhere to the AGA Code of Ethics.

3. Complete at least 80 hours of continuing professional education (CPE) every two years in government financial management topics or related technical subjects (within the designated two-year cycle). See CPE Requirements (located at: http://www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/maintain/cpe_requirements.aspx) and Calendar of CPE cycles (located at: http://www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/maintain/cgfm_calendar.aspx)  for more information.

4. Maintain and, if requested by AGA, provide detailed information on CPE hours completed. 

CGFM Chapter Promotion

From September 1 until December 31, 2009 national AGA will give a rebate of $20 for CGFM applications received with the assistance of AGA chapters.
In order to receive a $20 rebate,
1. The complete CGFM application (application form, $85 application fee and copy of the transcript) must be received by AGA Office of Professional Certification during the period of September 1 through December 31, 2009.
2. The CGFM application form must have the promotional phrase: "CGFM chapter promotion - Lincoln Chapter AGA" written at the bottom of the form. If the application is submitted online, the applicant must put this phrase in the last question: "How did you learn about the CGFM Program?"
Important notes:
- A full application fee of $85 must be paid at the time of application. The $20 check will be sent to the applicant by mail in January. 
- The applicant must put the words "CGFM chapter promotion" AND the name of your chapter on the application form in order to receive the rebate.
- It is preferable that the applications are submitted by the applicants themselves and not by the chapter. The applicant does not have to be a chapter member in order to receive the rebate.
Guests

Bring a guest to a Chapter meeting.  They will get a free lunch.  If they join you get a free lunch.

Email Addresses

Please remember to send any email address changes to Tim Channer so the mailing list can be updated.  Thanks

Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for chapter meetings please call or email  Jason Walters, 471-2793, Jason.walters@nebraska.gov, or Zach Wells 326-3064, zach.wells@nebraska.gov
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES – Aug 19, 2009

In attendance:  Tim Baker, Tim Channer, Dan Albrecht, Ron Carlson, Brenda Ladd, Dori Smidt, Jason Walters, Amy Wilson, Frank Faughn, Don Arp, Cindy Miserez, Lonnie Fierstien, Michelle Raphael, and Zach Wells.  

Business – Minutes as presented in the June newsletter for April and May Executive Committee meetings and for the April Chapter meeting were moved for approval by Frank and seconded by Michelle.  Motion approved.

E-mail vote to purchase new CGFM books for the chapter was moved by Michelle and seconded by Tim B.  As 8 of the 14 board members voted approval of the motion, motion passed on 6-8-09.

E-mail vote to purchase the following slate of Audio conferences:

August 12 - Stimulus Spending: Are the Internal Controls in Place?
September 2 - Grants Management in Today's Environment

October 7- Internal Controls for Auditors, Management and Staff: Making Government Organizations More Effective
December 16 - Latest Trends in Occupational Fraud - Shift Board meeting to previous Wednesday 

March 3 - Fraud   

May 19 – Ethics - Shift Board meeting to previous Wednesday 

Motion was moved by Tim B and seconded by Frank.  As 11 of 14 members voted approval of the motion it was passed 7-2-2009.  

Frank noted that he found Polo shirts for around $25 that could be personalized for the Lincoln AGA chapter.  He is going to look into it more as it would be nice to have for conferences to show who is on the board or who are active AGA members.

Frank continuing to look into a joint Lincoln-Omaha event.
Treasurer’s Report – Dan presented the Treasurer’s report for May 1st – July 31st.  Noted several disbursements for the purchase of the CGFM books, the Audio conferences, the PDC conference, the membership dinner at the Knolls in May, etc.  Also noted a member’s check for the free meal was never cashed.  Dan talked to the member who decided not to cash it but rather to show it as a donation back to the chapter.  Michelle moved to accept the report and Jason seconded.  Motion passed.

Audio Conferences- Amy noted the first web conference went well and the next one will be held in Sept.

Web Page – Has been redesigned.  If anyone has comments on was to improve the website or errors they find when browsing, send them to Don.

Community Service Update – Brenda noted 40 people have signed up for the Saltdogs game.  Also discussed the Buddywalk as a former AGA member asked if we would have 4 people who could count pledges on Oct 3rd.  Board thought this was a great idea and 4 people volunteered to help.  Don also suggested for the Fall PDC to ask everyone to bring a food item and they would get an extra ticket for the drawings.  He also suggested then doing 2 free registrations for the Spring PDC as additional incentive to bring the food. 

Newsletter – Tim C. needs the newsletter information by Aug 25th.


Meeting was adjourned.  Presented by Dori Smidt.

Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 
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	BUDGET INFORMATION
	 
	TREASURER'S REPORT
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2009-2010
	

	Year 2009-2010
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	May 1, 2009
	 
	$21,293.45 
	

	Receipts:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Spring Conference
	$11,800.00 
	$1,970.00 
	$9,830.00 
	 
	Receipts:
	 
	 
	

	 
	Fall Conference
	$11,800.00
	$0.00 
	$11,800.00 
	 
	 
	Spring PDC
	$1,970.00 
	 

	 
	Meeting & Year End Mtg.
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Educational Events
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Educational Events-Audios
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	Misc. Income
	$160.00 
	 

	 
	Misc. Income
	$200.00 
	$160.00 
	$40.00 
	 
	 
	 
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Interest Income
	$175.00 
	$0.34 
	$174.66 
	 
	 
	Interest Income
	$0.34 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Receipts
	 
	$2,130.34 
	

	 
	Total Receipts:
	$24,375.00 
	$2,130.34 
	$22,244.66 
	 
	 Disbursements:
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Chapter Leadership
	$312.40
	 

	 
	Disbursements:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Educ. Non-PDC
	$1,600.00 
	 

	 
	Chapter Leadership
	$2,250.00 
	$312.40 
	$1,937.60 
	 
	 
	Educ. - PDC
	$526.70 
	 

	 
	Education - Non-PDC
	$2,150.00 
	$1,600.00 
	$550.00 
	 
	 
	Membership
	$1,249.48 
	 

	 
	Education - PDC
	$15,000.00 
	$526.70 
	$14,473.30 
	 
	 
	Chapter Award
	$50.00 
	 

	 
	Certification
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Recruit./Mentoring
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Communications
	$700.00 
	$0.00 
	$700.00 
	 
	 
	Speaker Meals
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Membership Support
	$3,250.00 
	$1,249.48 
	$2,000.52 
	 
	 
	Misc. Expense
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Early Careers
	$175.00 
	$0.00 
	$175.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Disbursements
	$3,738.58 

	 
	Community Service
	$500.00 
	$0.00 
	$500.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Chapter Award
	$50.00 
	$50.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	July 31, 2009
	 
	$19,685.21 
	

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	Checking
	$9,405.71 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	Certificates of Deposit
	$10,279.50 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 Total
	 
	$19,685.21 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Disbursements:
	$24,375.00 
	$3,738.58 
	$20,636.42 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


2009-2010 Chapter Officers and Board Members
 
President                                           Don Arp Jr.                     
 471-0040           Darp@leg.ne.gov
President-Elect                                 Cindy Miserez                     471-4174           cindy.miserez@nebraska.gov
Secretary                                           Dori Smidt                          472-1934           Dsmidt2@unl.edu
Treasurer                                           Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           Dan.albrecht@nebraska.gov
Past-President                                   Tim Baker                    
 471-3571            tim.baker@nebraska.gov
 

Board Members 
Co-Directors of Communications
Tim Channer - Newsletter                 326-3043               t.channer@verizon.net
Lonnie Fierstein - Webpage               471-6822              Lonnie.fierstein@nebraska.gov        
Director of Education               
Frank Faughn – Chapter PDC’s
540-1858
  frankjr1951@hotmail.com
Amy Wilson – Audio Conferences
471-0616               Amy.wilson@nebraska.gov
Director of Community Service       
Brenda Ladd                                      472-5278              Bladd2@unl.edu
Directors of Membership

Vacant          
Director of Bylaws & Procedures and Chapter Historian   
Ron Carlson                                      471-0619               Ron.carlson@nebraska.gov
Director of Prof. Certification          
Michelle Raphael                              471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Co-Directors of Chapter Programs
               Jason Walters 

471-2793
jason.walters@nebraska.gov
               Zach Wells

326-3064 
zach.wells@nebraska.gov
Lincoln Chapter

Association Of Government Accountants

P.O. Box 94665

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4665
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