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Lincoln Chapter Association of Government Accountants 

www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – December, 2009
Chapter Meeting – Wednesday – January 6
Time:  11:45 

Date:  Wednesday, January 6, 2010
Location:  Brewsky’s in the Haymarket.  201 N 8th St.
Speaker:   Paul Carlson – State Accountant
Register on the chapter website.

Calendar of Events

January 6 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

January 20 - Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education – Room A
February 3 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

February 17 - Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education – Room A 

March 3 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

March 3 – Wednesday - Audio Conference - Fraud

March 17 Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education – Room A 

April 7 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

April 21 Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education –  

May 5 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

May 12 - Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education 

May 19 - Wednesday - Audio Conference – Ethics


Nashville Chapter Secures “Preferred” Status for CGFM Applicants

Job seekers with the CGFM will have an advantage over uncertified competitors if they apply for certain positions in Tennessee’s Office of the Comptroller of the Treasury.
AGA’s Nashville Chapter was instrumental in making the CGFM a “preferred” qualification for three positions in the Office of Management Services within the comptroller’s office: contract review administrator, business administration manager and legislative sourcing oversight manager.
Nashville Chapter President Karen B. Hale, MAOM, CGFM, said she was asked last spring to review job specifications, titles and duties after the retirements of two longtime leaders in the Office of Management Services—including Past AGA National President Charles Harrison, CPA, CGFM. During the reorganization, she proposed the three job specifications include the statement, “A certification as a government finance manager (CGFM) is preferred.” Comptroller of the Treasury Justin P. Wilson approved the change, effective Aug. 1.
The process took a few months, but it was fairly straightforward. Hale’s office is full of AGA supporters and CGFMs, many of whom were involved in the CGFM’s earliest stages, such as Harrison and Past AGA National President Richard Norment, CGFM, CIA. Her director, for example, is Immediate Past Regional Vice President Melinda Parton, CGFM. “We’re fortunate here to have such a rich history,” Hale said. “They laid the groundwork.”

All three positions are now filled with professionals who have passed the CGFM Examinations. Hale, who is the current business administration manager, said she believes that the CGFM certification strengthens an applicant’s knowledge base. “You can’t just walk in off the street and start working and be successful right away,” she said. “These positions involve a lot of on-the-job training, a lot of mentoring, and the more knowledge you bring to the table on the front end, the better.”
Tennessee has had many successes over the years. The state formally recognizes the CGFM designation with a salary increase if that particular department chooses to do so. The comptroller’s office also sponsored legislation two years ago that requires all municipalities in the state to employ a certified municipal finance officer (CMFO) to produce its financial statements. CGFMs are exempt from the educational requirements of the CMFO designation.

Katya Silver, AGA’s director of Professional Certification Administration, applauds the Nashville Chapter for its work. “It is great to see the Nashville chapter’s initiative and hard work pay off. What a wonderful example of AGA leadership and teamwork!”
In fact, Silver encourages other chapters to learn from what’s been accomplished in Tennessee and around the country. AGA recently held a teleconference dedicated to CGFM recognition—successful practices, challenges, ideas and tools.

Member Recruiting Campaign

The more members we have, the more we can do. With strength in numbers, we will be heard!"
Share the Magic!
The 2009-2010 "Share the Magic" of Membership Member-Get-A-Member Campaign offers you the opportunity to win great prizes just for sharing the value of your AGA membership with your friends and colleagues and persuading them to join.  

The campaign runs from May 1, 2009-April 30, 2010 and encourages current members to recruit new members. Because we are a membership-driven organization, an effective membership program must be an on-going, year-round process. The power of your organization is directly related to the commitment and active participation of your membership. It is essential that your Association aggressively recruit, retain and engage membership in the organization.

Since you already know the benefits of being an AGA member and have contacts in the financial management profession, this is a great way to increase AGA's membership, which in turn expands your own professional network and allows AGA to better meet your needs. Prizes are awarded to show our appreciation of your support of AGA and your efforts to help the Association grow.

View the complete list of Member-Get-A-Member Rules. 
How to participate:  It's easy! Request membership applications by e-mailing membership manager Rodneikka Scott or by calling 800.AGA.7211. You can also download an application and give it to your friend or colleague, or direct the person to visit AGA's website to apply online.

What you can win:  You only need to recruit 1 new member to win a prize! All members who recruit 6 or more new members before December 31, 2009 will receive free membership.  Better yet, recruit the most new members and win the grand prize of a complimentary registration to AGA's 2010 Professional Development Conference & Exposition in Orlando, FL, and two one-day passes to an Orlando theme park. There are many opportunities to win prizes for you and your chapter. Click here for a complete list of prizes.

Best of luck! And may the best recruiter win--for themselves and AGA!

Take the CGFM Examinations After the NLC
AGA is once again offering a great opportunity to take the CGFM Examinations and earn your CGFM after the Eighth Annual National Leadership Conference (NLC). Whether you've found it difficult to find time to complete the three exams or just need an extra reinforcement of the material, this is your chance to get it done!
To help you reach that goal, we are offering a two-day Intensive Review Course on Monday, February 22, and Tuesday, February 23, 2010, and an opportunity to take the CGFM Examinations on February 24​–25, 2010. The event will take place in Alexandria, VA. The cost of the course is only $249 for qualified participants, and it offers 18 CPE hours. Special Bonus: The CGFM Examinations are offered at no cost to course attendees.
This course is designed as a supplement to previous preparation for the CGFM Examinations, so this is a perfect opportunity for those individuals who have already attended GFM training courses or have been preparing by using the CGFM Study Guides. Enrollment is limited and popular exam time slots are reserved quickly, so don't delay.
More information and a registration form for this event are available on the AGA website (http://www.agacgfm.org/nlc_2010/cgfm_exams.htm). If you have any questions, please contact Crystal Vanison at cvanison@agacgfm.org or at 800.AGA.7211, ext. 316.
Chapter Point Status as of December 31, 2009
	Our current standing as of December, 2009 is as follows:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Area
	Points
	Maximum
	Percentage

	
	Chapter Leadership, Planning, Participation
	2,825
	3,000
	94%

	
	Education and Professional Development
	2,850
	4,000
	71%

	
	Certification
	850
	4,000
	21%

	
	Communications
	3,000
	3,000
	100%

	
	Membership
	150
	3,000
	5%

	
	Early Careers and Student Members
	775
	2,000
	39%

	
	Community Service
	800
	2,000
	40%

	
	Chapter Awards Program
	0
	1,000
	0%

	
	TOTALS
	11,250
	22,000
	51%


Submitted by:  Cindy Miserez -President - Elect

Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for chapter meetings please call or email  Jason Walters, 471-2793, Jason.walters@nebraska.gov, or Zach Wells 326-3064, zach.wells@nebraska.gov
Guests

Bring a guest to a Chapter meeting.  They will get a free lunch.  If they join you get a free lunch.

CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES – December 2, 2009

The December 2, 2009 chapter meeting was held at Brewsky’s in the Haymarket.  Cindy Miserez began the meeting by welcoming guests.  Brenda Ladd also handed out sheets of items needed for the Adopt a family and asked that donations be given to her or taken to the Audio Conference on Dec 16th.  

The speaker was Ron Joyce, Office of Workplace Programs Administrator – Benefit Programs.  He talked about how the recession has affected Nebraska’s Unemployment Rate.  He noted that unemployment claims have doubled resulting in a higher than ever seen before percent increase in number of claims.  Due to the smaller agriculture impact of this recession, it hasn’t hit Nebraska as bad as other states but still has more than doubled the unemployment rate.  Staff in Ron’s office has increased.  He stated the beginning of the week is usually the busiest.  Also noted that 25 states in the US have depleted their trust fund therefore are borrowing money from the federal government to pay the unemployment claims.  Luckily NE appears to have enough at this point to fund the claims as we are limited by law from borrowing from the federal government.  

The following members were present:  Dan Albrecht, Kristi Bourke, Ron Carlson, Pat Cole, Frank Faughn, Lonnie Fierstein, Ramona Hartley, Sheryl Hesseltine, Clint Holmes, Brenda Ladd, Sylvan Luhring, Jennifer Mai, Janet Miller, Cindy Miserez, Rich Sanne, Dori Smidt, Bruce Snyder, Bob Timme, and Zach Wells.  Guests:  Paula Fankhauser (brought by Kristi Bourke) and Martie Guthrie (brought by Cindy Miserez) also attended.
Sheryl Hesseltine won the free lunch.

Presented by Dori Smidt
Email Addresses

Please remember to send any email address changes to Tim Channer so the mailing list can be updated.  Thanks

Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 
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	BUDGET INFORMATION
	 
	TREASURER'S REPORT
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2009-2010
	

	Year 2009-2010
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	November 1, 2009
	 
	$21,368.14 
	

	Receipts:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Spring Conference
	$11,800.00 
	$1,970.00 
	$9,830.00 
	 
	Receipts:
	 
	 
	

	 
	Fall Conference
	$11,800.00
	$11,690.00 
	$110.00 
	 
	 
	Fall PDC
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Meeting & Year End Mtg.
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Educational Events
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Educational Events-Audios
	$100.00 
	$25.00 
	$75.00 
	 
	 
	Misc. Income
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Misc. Income
	$200.00 
	$160.00 
	$40.00 
	 
	 
	 
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Interest Income
	$175.00 
	$30.92 
	$144.08 
	 
	 
	Interest Income
	$0.09 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Receipts
	 
	$0.09 
	

	 
	Total Receipts:
	$24,375.00 
	$13,875.92 
	$10,499.08 
	 
	 Disbursements:
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Chapter Leadership
	$0.00
	 

	 
	Disbursements:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Educ. Non-PDC
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Chapter Leadership
	$2,250.00 
	$419.90 
	$1,830.10 
	 
	 
	Educ. - PDC
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Education - Non-PDC
	$2,150.00 
	$1,600.00 
	$550.00 
	 
	 
	Membership
	$201.97 
	 

	 
	Education - PDC
	$15,000.00 
	$9,804.47 
	$5,195.53 
	 
	 
	Community Service
	$100.00 
	 

	 
	Certification
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Recruit./Mentoring
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Communications
	$700.00 
	$187.50 
	$512.50 
	 
	 
	Speaker Meals
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Membership Support
	$3,250.00 
	$1,941.24 
	$1,308.76 
	 
	 
	Misc. Expense
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Early Careers
	$175.00 
	$0.00 
	$175.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Disbursements
	$301.97 

	 
	Community Service
	$500.00 
	$100.00 
	$400.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Chapter Award
	$50.00 
	$50.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	Nov. 30, 2009
	 
	$21,066.26 
	

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	Checking
	$10,756.59 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	Certificates of Deposit
	$10,309.67 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 Total
	 
	$21,066.26 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Disbursements:
	$24,375.00 
	$14,103.11 
	$10,271.89 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


2009-2010 Chapter Officers and Board Members
 
President                                           Don Arp Jr.                     
 471-0040           Darp@leg.ne.gov
President-Elect                                 Cindy Miserez                     471-4174           cindy.miserez@nebraska.gov
Secretary                                           Dori Smidt                          472-1934           Dsmidt2@unl.edu
Treasurer                                           Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           Dan.albrecht@nebraska.gov
Past-President                                   Tim Baker                    
 471-3571            tim.baker@nebraska.gov
 

Board Members 
Co-Directors of Communications
Tim Channer - Newsletter                 326-3043               tchanner@windstream.net
Lonnie Fierstein - Webpage               471-6822              Lonnie.fierstein@nebraska.gov        
Director of Education               
Frank Faughn – Chapter PDC’s
540-1858
  frankjr1951@hotmail.com
Amy Wilson – Audio Conferences
471-0616               Amy.wilson@nebraska.gov
Director of Community Service       
Brenda Ladd                                      472-5278              Bladd2@unl.edu
Directors of Membership

Vacant          
Director of Bylaws & Procedures and Chapter Historian   
Ron Carlson                                      471-0619               Ron.carlson@nebraska.gov
Director of Prof. Certification          
Michelle Raphael                              471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Co-Directors of Chapter Programs
               Jason Walters 

471-2793
jason.walters@nebraska.gov
               Zach Wells

326-3064 
zach.wells@nebraska.gov
Lincoln Chapter

Association Of Government Accountants

P.O. Box 94665

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4665







5

