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Lincoln Chapter Association of Government Accountants 

www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – March, 2009
President's Message:

Spring is finally here!  Looking at the calendar reminds me that our Chapter program year almost over and my term as your Chapter President is coming to a close.  Time does fly when you’re having fun.   Our Chapter has much to be proud of and I will be sharing some of the details next month in my final President's Message to you.

 

During April and May, we have several outstanding events and opportunities for you that I want to highlight.  We all will be affected by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  What will this mean for Nebraska?  We have a great speaker to give us some insight.  Gerry Oligmueller, Nebraska’s State Budget Administrator, will be our speaker at the April 1st Chapter meeting.  Register today using our Chapter website!

 

Frank Faughn, our Director of Education, has put together a great agenda for our Spring Professional Development Conference on Tuesday, April 28 at the Country Inn & Suites.  This 8 hour CPE event is not to be missed!  We anticipate a full house for this outstanding event so register today using our Chapter website.  Contact Frank at 540-1858 with any questions or assistance you may have.

 

Our Chapter annual awards dinner is scheduled for Wednesday night, May 6 at the Knolls Restaurant.  This is a great time to network, enjoy great food, and recognize our achievements during the past year.  Save the date and be watching for more details soon.

 

Finally, the speaker for the May 13th AGA National Audio Conference on Ethics is Leon Young, MA, Adjunct Associate Professor at the University of Maryland.  A recognized expert on Ethics, Leon is a great speaker and I encourage you to register for this two hour CPE event, which is free to AGA members.  

 

Tim Baker - Lincoln Chapter President

Our next Chapter meeting is April 1, 2009

Time:  11:45 – speaker starts at noon

Date:  Wednesday, April 1, 2009

Location:  Starlight Lounge & Banquet – 247 North 8th Street

Speaker:  Gerry Oligmueller, State Budget Administrator

Topic:  American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 – What this means for Nebraska

Food:  Order off menu

Please register online before noon on March 31

Calendar of Events

April 1 - Wednesday - Chapter meeting with speaker
April 21 - Tuesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
April 22 – Wednesday – Audio Conference

April 28 - Tuesday - Spring 2009 Lincoln Professional Development Conference (PDC) - Country Inn & Suites 
May 6 - Wednesday – Awards Dinner – Evening dinner at the Knolls 

May 13 - Wednesday – Audio Conference – Ethics - Details TBA
May 15th – Friday – Omaha PDC

May 19 - Tuesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education
2009 Spring Professional Development Conference
TUESDAY, APRIL 28, 2009
COUNTRY INN & SUITES • 5353 NORTH 27th STREET • LINCOLN, NEBRASKA
An 8 hour CPE education event for the accounting and auditing professions featuring:

· Aaron Davis, 1994 member of UNL’s Championship Football team and author of the book “10 Minute Truths” will present on Motivation and Leadership – “Experience the Difference”
· Paul Koehler, CPA, and member of the NESCPA’s State and Local Governmental Accounting and Auditing committee will present on  "Yellow Book Financial Audit Standards Update"
· Mark Funkhouser, Mayor, Kansas City Missouri, former City Auditor and Kansas’s Legislative Post Auditor will present on Internal Controls – “Changing the Culture of Government”
· Dr. Jeremy Wortman, Manager of Organizational Development for a large financial and technology company spanning the United States and owner of HRD Initiatives, LLC; a local human resources consulting firm will present on Ethics and Moral Decision Making
· Robert Kardell, JD, MBA, CFE, Managing Consultant with BKD, LLP, Director of Cyber Investigations at Capsicum Group and former FBI Agent will present on Fraud Awareness

Registration fees - AGA Members $120, Non Members $160 - After April 17, 2009 – AGA Members $130, Non Members $170
Register on the Chapter website.
March 2009 was CGFM month.
Congratulations to our 12 CGFM members!  This month letters of congratulations were mailed to the Chapter's Certified Government Financial Managers.
If you would like additional information on the Certified Government Financial Manager program you may contact Michelle Raphael or view information on the national AGA website at: http://www.agacgfm.org/cgfm. 
Take the CGFM Examinations Before the PDC
Don't miss the opportunity to take the CGFM Examinations and earn your CGFM before the 58th Annual Professional Development & Exposition (PDC) in New Orleans. AGA is offering a two-day Intensive Review Course on Thursday, June 18 and Friday, June 19 and an opportunity to take CGFM Examinations on June 20-21. The cost of the course is only $249 for qualified participants, and it offers 18 CPE hours. Special Bonus: The CGFM Examinations are offered at no cost to course attendees.

This course is designed as a supplement to previous preparation for the CGFM Examinations, so this is a perfect opportunity for those individuals who have already attended GFM training courses or have been preparing by using the CGFM Study Guides. Enrollment is limited and participants must first apply and be accepted into the CGFM Program, so don't delay.

More information and a registration form for this event are available on AGA's website - http://www.agacgfm.org/pdc2009/cgfm_exams.htm.



Guests

Bring a guest to a Chapter meeting.  They will get a free lunch.  If they join you get a free lunch.

Email Addresses

Please remember to send any email address changes to Tim Channer so the mailing list can be updated.  Thanks

Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for chapter meetings please call or email Martha Carter - 471-0072, Mcarter@leg.ne.gov, Jason Walters 471-2793, Jason.walters@treasurer.org, or Julie Heyen – jheyen@arborday.org
CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES – March 4, 2009

The March 4, 2009 chapter meeting was held at Misty’s.  Tim Baker began the meeting by welcoming guests.  The Junior Achievement Bowlathon went well.  AGA counted over $30K during the day.  Tim Baker noted that AGA will be visiting UNL later this month to talk with students about careers in governmental accounting.     

It was noted the Spring PDC to be held April 28th, 2009 at the Country Inn & Suites on North 27th St, is filling up fast so make sure to get your registration in.  Flyers were handed out to use to invite a friend.  

Next chapter meeting will be April 1st to discuss the Stimulus Package.  May 6th the annual awards banquet will be held at the Knolls.  The final audio conference of the year will be May 13th.

The speaker was Reg Kuhn’s, Attorney at Law with the Mattson, Ricketts, Davies, Stewart, & Calkins firm.  Reg gave an update on New Tax Provisions for 2008.  Noted there are a lot of changes with more coming due to the changes by the new administration.  Several clarifications or changes to existing laws along with many new regulations or credits available.  

The following members were present:  Dan Albrecht, Judy Alderman, Don Arp, Tim Baker, Ron Carlson, Ruilin Cheng, Pat Cole, Frank Faughn, Lonnie Fierstein, Ramona Hartley, Clint Holmes, Rich Kuzelka, James Lockwood, Dorothy Porath, Michelle Raphael, Richard Sanne, Dori Smidt, Bob Timme, and Jason Walters.  Guests:  Paul Carlsen (brought by Tim Baker) and Paul Koehler (brought by Frank Faughn) also attended.

Rich Kuzelka won the free lunch. - Presented by Dori Smidt
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES – March 17, 2009

In attendance:  Tim Baker, Dan Albrecht, Lonnie Fierstein, Michelle Raphael and Don Arp.  

Business: 
Tim Baker shared that during the Midwest Region Chapter call SLM and National PDC were discussed.  Tim Baker also shared that the national AGA website and newsletter contest is being held - he was not sure of the criteria but stated that Lincoln Chapter was participating in both.  Tim updated the attendees that the SLM is being held in Denver on May 1 & 2nd.  National AGA will cover the expenses for four from each chapter to attend.
Tim Baker shared that Herman Cain is speaking at UNO on March 23rd at 1:00.  His topic will be "The Art of Leadership."  There is no charge to attendees.

Tim Baker shared that the Omaha Chapter is having their PDC on May 15th.  They will also be celebrating their 20th anniversary.  Tim Baker motioned and Martha seconded to pay the cost for two members to attend the Omaha Chapter PDC event.  Motion passed.
Chapter Minutes:
Martha motioned and Don seconded to approve the minutes from the last meeting.  Motion passed.
Treasurer Report:
Dan updated the group that all chapter audit information is due to Jenny by March 31st at the latest.  Dan gave the CD balance and stated that the CD is up for renewal.  Dan also went over the Treasurer's report.  Don motioned to accept the Treasurer's Report, Lonnie seconded and the motion passed.
CGFM Update:
67 letters were mailed out to city, county and state government leaders in this area to highlight the CGFM program, CGFM month and local AGA activities.  An additional 12 letters to CGFM's and 12 letters to CGFM’s were mailed out to highlight March 2009 as CGFM month.
Chapter Points:
Don estimated that Lincoln Chapter will max out in 6 of the 8 categories.  He projects that we will get to 21, 050 points which will meet the platinum threshold.  To date the chapter has 23, 590 points but some of those are overages in the categories we will max out at so they will not count.
Due dates - 9/20, 12/31, 12/31, 3/31 and 5/31
President-Elect Updates:
Don gave a status update on 2009-2010 board positions - only one spot remains open- Director of Membership.  Don will be attending the New Orleans PDC.  Don and Tim Baker nominated the Chapter for three awards: Education, Chapter Leadership and International.  Don also discussed his and Tim Baker's visit to UNL.  They spoke at two advanced accounting classes taught by Arthur Allen.
Audio Conferences:  
The next audio conference is scheduled for May 13th on Ethics.  Leon Young will be the audio speaker. Tim said that he is a very good speaker and he encourages everyone to attend.  The audio conference will be held in Lower Level A.
Webpage Updates:
Lonnie stated that the website is current with the April meeting & PDC information.

Community Service Update:
Brenda had requested some updates for a chapter summer activity.  The board discussed the subject and is interested in pursuing an evening at a Saltdog game.  The event last year got a pretty good turn out and the seats were excellent.
Education Conference:
April 28th is the Lincoln Chapter AGA PDC event - please check the website for more information.  Tim updated the group that the contract had been signed and that the audio/visual was set up.  Don motioned and Lonnie seconded to approve buying $25 Barnes and Noble gift cards for the speakers.  Motion passed.
57 people have registered for the PDC.  Early bird registration fees are still in effect until April 17th.
Monthly Chapter Programs:  

April 1, 2009 Gerry Oligmueller, the Nebraska State Budget Administrator will be speaking on the ARRA Stimulus Package and what this will mean for Nebraska.  The meeting will be at the Starlight Lounge & Banquet, 247 North 8th Street.  Registration and more information is available on the website.
Membership Update:
Lincoln Chapter AGA has 110 members.  Our newest member is Ann Martinez from Administrative Services, Central Finance.  
Tim Baker discussed that the Year-end awards dinner will be held on Wednesday, May 6th at the Knoll's.  Please plan to attend.  Don motioned and Michelle seconded that the chapter spend approximately the same amount of funds on the dinner, awards, etc. for the banquet as last year in order to provide the same type of nice program/banquet that was held last year.  Motion passed.
Don will be working on the new budget for the next fiscal year for the chapter.  If you have any information, please get in touch with him.
By-laws: 
The slate will be presented for election on April 1st.  If there are no nominations from the floor the slate can be voted on at one time.
Newsletter information is due to Tim Channer by March 24th.
Meeting was adjourned. - Presented by Michelle Raphael.

Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 
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	BUDGET INFORMATION
	 
	TREASURER'S REPORT
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2008-2009
	

	Year 2008-2009
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	February 1, 2009
	 
	$23,576.96 
	

	Receipts:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Spring PDC
	$11,800.00 
	$2,020.00 
	$9,780.00 
	 
	Receipts:
	 
	 
	

	 
	Fall PDC
	$11,800.00
	$12,425.00 
	($625.00)
	 
	 
	Meetings
	$120.00 
	 

	 
	Meeting Income
	$300.00 
	$918.28 
	($618.28)
	 
	 
	Educational Events
	$25.00 
	 

	 
	Educational Events-Audios
	$200.00 
	$166.00 
	$34.00 
	 
	 
	Misc. Income
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Misc. Income
	$200.00 
	$3.15 
	$196.85 
	 
	 
	 
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Recruitment Income
	$175.00 
	$175.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	Interest Income
	$0.11 
	 

	 
	Interest Income
	$200.00 
	$189.04 
	$10.96 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Omaha Event
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Receipts
	 
	$145.11 
	

	 
	Total Receipts:
	$24,775.00 
	$15,896.47 
	$8,878.53 
	 
	 Disbursements:
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	National Conf. - PDC
	$1,214.90
	 

	 
	Disbursements:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Meetings
	$175.00 
	 

	 
	Spring 2009 PDC
	$8,000.00 
	$1,323.90 
	$6,676.10 
	 
	 
	Postage
	$90.90 
	 

	 
	Fall 2008 PDC
	$7,000.00 
	$6,863.93 
	$136.07 
	 
	 
	Meal Drawing
	$10.00 
	 

	 
	National PDC
	$1,700.00 
	$1,553.05 
	$146.95 
	 
	 
	Educational Events
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Audio Conferences
	$1,200.00 
	$1,113.78 
	$86.22 
	 
	 
	Recruit./Mentoring
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Meeting Expense
	$1,000.00 
	$1,464.88 
	($464.88)
	 
	 
	Speaker Meals
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Other Seminars - Exp.
	$750.00 
	$0.00 
	$750.00 
	 
	 
	Misc. Expense
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Website Support
	$700.00 
	$112.50 
	$587.50 
	 
	 
	   Total Disbursements
	$1,490.80 

	 
	Membership Support
	$700.00 
	$240.00 
	$460.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Speaker Gifts
	$500.00 
	$0.00 
	$500.00 
	 
	Feb. 28, 2009
	 
	$22,231.27 
	

	 
	Memorials & Donations
	$500.00 
	$300.00 
	$200.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Guest Meals
	$300.00 
	$79.63 
	$220.37 
	 
	 
	Checking
	$12,043.31 
	 

	 
	Member Events
	$300.00 
	$260.00 
	$40.00 
	 
	 
	Certificates of Deposit
	$10,187.96 
	 

	 
	CGFM Books
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	 Total
	 
	$22,231.27 

	 
	Omaha Event
	$250.00 
	$0.00 
	$250.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member Incentives
	$200.00 
	$0.00 
	$200.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Advertising
	$200.00 
	$0.00 
	$200.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Misc. Expense
	$175.00 
	$127.70 
	$47.30 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Board Expense
	$150.00 
	$94.35 
	$55.65 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Postage
	$150.00 
	$90.90 
	$59.10 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Recruitment/Mentoring
	$325.00 
	$134.22 
	$190.78 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Printing
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Meal Drawings
	$100.00 
	$60.00 
	$40.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Speaker Meals
	$100.00 
	$29.25 
	$70.75 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Post Office Box Rent
	$50.00 
	$42.00 
	$8.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Member of Year
	$25.00 
	$25.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Disbursements:
	$24,775.00 
	$13,915.09 
	$10,859.91 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


2008-2009 Chapter Officers and Board Members
 
President                                           Tim Baker                     
471-3571            tim.baker@nde.ne.gov 
President-Elect                                  Don Arp                             471-0040           Darp@leg.ne.gov
Secretary                                           Dori Smidt                          472-1934           Dsmidt2@unl.edu
Treasurer                                           Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           Dan.albrecht@dhhs.ne.gov
Past-President                                   Lynda Roesler                    471-7737            lyn.roesler@gmail.com 
 

Board Members 
Co-Directors of Communications
Tim Channer - Newsletter                 326-3043               t.channer@verizon.net
Lonnie Fierstein - Webpage               471-6822              Lonnie.fierstein@nebraska.gov        
Director of Education               
Frank Faughn – Seminars

540-1858
  frankjr1951@hotmail.com
Amy Wilson – Audio Conferences
471-0616               Amy.wilson@nebraska.gov
Director of Community Service       
Brenda Ladd                                      472-5278              Bladd2@unl.edu
Directors of Membership          
Ramona Hartley                                471-0622              Ramona.hartley@nebraska.gov
Director of Bylaws & Procedures and Chapter Historian   
Ron Carlson                                      471-0619               Ron.carlson@nebraska.gov
Director of Early Careers         
Rich Kuzelka                                   437-5966                richard.kuzelka@fhwa.dot.gov
Director of Prof. Certification          
Michelle Raphael                              471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Co-Directors of Chapter Programs
Martha Carter                             
471-0072               Mcarter@leg.ne.gov

               Jason Walters 

471-2793
jason.walters@treasurer.org
               Julie Heyen



jheyen@arborday.org
Lincoln Chapter

Association Of Government Accountants

P.O. Box 94665

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4665
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