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Lincoln Chapter Association of Government Accountants 

www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – October, 2009
President’s Message

The last few months have been a busy time for Lincoln AGA on many fronts. Let’s recap. 

Fall PDC

The results are in, and the Fall PDC was a huge success! In fact, it was the highest rated PDC Lincoln has ever had. Kudos go to Frank Faughn for going several extra miles in finding top-notch speakers and getting them to Lincoln. Planning has started for the Spring PDC, which already looks to be another blockbuster.

ARRA

For many of our members, ARRA reporting led to some long work hours. Keep up the good work.

Down Syndrome Families Association Buddy Walk

A former AGA member asked for the Chapter’s help in running the pledge table for this great event. Four early risers were at the table by 7:30 a.m. The Walk was a great success for DSFA. Hopefully next year the Chapter can get a team together to not only run the pledge table, but participate in the Walk!

Holiday Volunteering

Lincoln AGA will again be ringing bells at the mall this December. Also, the Chapter will be participating in Adopt-a-Family. Watch for details on both events in the next few weeks.

Don Arp, Jr. - President

Chapter Meeting – November 4

Time:  11:45 lunch is served and our speaker starts at noon

Date:  Wednesday, November 4, 2009

Location:  Tico’s Downtown – 317 S 17th St
Speaker:   John McGovern – Deputy Director of Cornhusker State Industries (part of the Department of Corrections)
Topic:   Cornhusker State Industries
Calendar of Events

November 4 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting
November 18 - Wednesday - Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education – Room B
December 2 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

December 9 - Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education – Room A 

December 16 - Wednesday - Audio Conference – Latest trends in Occupational Fraud - Register on the 
  Chapter Website

January 6 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

January 20 - Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education – Room A
February 3 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

February 17 - Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education 

March 3 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

March 3 – Wednesday - Audio Conference - Fraud

March 17 Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education 

April 7 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

April 21 Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education 

May 5 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

May 12 Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education 

May 19 - Wednesday - Audio Conference – Ethics

Bell Ringing at the Mall

The Chapter is ringing bells at the mall again this year as a community service event.  It is during the first part of December.  Contact Brenda Ladd for details and to sign up.  Brenda Ladd 472-5278, Bladd2@unl.edu
Member Recruiting Campaign

The more members we have, the more we can do. With strength in numbers, we will be heard!"
Share the Magic!
The 2009-2010 "Share the Magic" of Membership Member-Get-A-Member Campaign offers you the opportunity to win great prizes just for sharing the value of your AGA membership with your friends and colleagues and persuading them to join.  

The campaign runs from May 1, 2009-April 30, 2010 and encourages current members to recruit new members. Because we are a membership-driven organization, an effective membership program must be an on-going, year-round process. The power of your organization is directly related to the commitment and active participation of your membership. It is essential that your Association aggressively recruit, retain and engage membership in the organization.

Since you already know the benefits of being an AGA member and have contacts in the financial management profession, this is a great way to increase AGA's membership, which in turn expands your own professional network and allows AGA to better meet your needs. Prizes are awarded to show our appreciation of your support of AGA and your efforts to help the Association grow.

View the complete list of Member-Get-A-Member Rules. 
How to participate:  It's easy! Request membership applications by e-mailing membership manager Rodneikka Scott or by calling 800.AGA.7211. You can also download an application and give it to your friend or colleague, or direct the person to visit AGA's website to apply online.

What you can win:  You only need to recruit 1 new member to win a prize! All members who recruit 6 or more new members before December 31, 2009 will receive free membership.  Better yet, recruit the most new members and win the grand prize of a complimentary registration to AGA's 2010 Professional Development Conference & Exposition in Orlando, FL, and two one-day passes to an Orlando theme park. There are many opportunities to win prizes for you and your chapter. Click here for a complete list of prizes.

Best of luck! And may the best recruiter win--for themselves and AGA!

CGFM Chapter Promotion

From September 1 until December 31, 2009 national AGA will give a rebate of $20 for CGFM applications received with the assistance of AGA chapters.
In order to receive a $20 rebate,
1. The complete CGFM application (application form, $85 application fee and copy of the transcript) must be received by AGA Office of Professional Certification during the period of September 1 through December 31, 2009.
2. The CGFM application form must have the promotional phrase: "CGFM chapter promotion - Lincoln Chapter AGA" written at the bottom of the form. If the application is submitted online, the applicant must put this phrase in the last question: "How did you learn about the CGFM Program?"
Important notes:
- A full application fee of $85 must be paid at the time of application. The $20 check will be sent to the applicant by mail in January. 
- The applicant must put the words "CGFM chapter promotion" AND the name of your chapter on the application form in order to receive the rebate.
- It is preferable that the applications are submitted by the applicants themselves and not by the chapter. The applicant does not have to be a chapter member in order to receive the rebate.
Take the CGFM Examinations After the NLC
AGA is once again offering a great opportunity to take the CGFM Examinations and earn your CGFM after the Eighth Annual National Leadership Conference (NLC). Whether you've found it difficult to find time to complete the three exams or just need an extra reinforcement of the material, this is your chance to get it done!
To help you reach that goal, we are offering a two-day Intensive Review Course on Monday, February 22, and Tuesday, February 23, 2010, and an opportunity to take the CGFM Examinations on February 24​–25, 2010. The event will take place in Alexandria, VA. The cost of the course is only $249 for qualified participants, and it offers 18 CPE hours. Special Bonus: The CGFM Examinations are offered at no cost to course attendees.
This course is designed as a supplement to previous preparation for the CGFM Examinations, so this is a perfect opportunity for those individuals who have already attended GFM training courses or have been preparing by using the CGFM Study Guides. Enrollment is limited and popular exam time slots are reserved quickly, so don't delay.
More information and a registration form for this event are available on the AGA website (http://www.agacgfm.org/nlc_2010/cgfm_exams.htm). If you have any questions, please contact Crystal Vanison at cvanison@agacgfm.org or at 800.AGA.7211, ext. 316.
Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for chapter meetings please call or email  Jason Walters, 471-2793, Jason.walters@nebraska.gov, or Zach Wells 326-3064, zach.wells@nebraska.gov
CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES – October 14, 2009

The October 14, 2009 chapter meeting was held at the Misty’s.  Frank Faughn began the meeting by welcoming guests.  He also noted the fall PDC went well and that April 20, 2010 has been set for the Spring PDC.  Frank commented that 4 AGA members counted money at the Lincoln Buddy Walk.  Dori Smidt reminded everyone that the Ringing of the Bells for Salvation Army and Adopt a Family will be coming up soon so to watch the newsletter for more information.

The speaker was David Dearmont, Research Administrator and Revenue Economist for the Nebraska Dept of Revenue.  He presented a very interesting talk on Revenue Forecasting in Nebraska.  He noted that a 9 member board does the forecast which is then the basis of what is used for the next year budget.  Since the board was established in 89, it has had a 3.7% error rate which is very low for a forecast.  He also discussed briefly of the current economic situation and compared it to the forecast.  The 1st quarter 2009-10 tax receipts were 6.5% below the forecast due to declining withholdings, lower estimated tax payments, and sales tax revenue being down.  He noted the biggest surprise is in the withholdings as those rarely decrease therefore reflecting the nearly doubled unemployment rate from last year and the fact that even employed people are receiving less money.  

The following members were present:  Tim Baker, Pat Cole, Frank Faughn, Michelle Furby, Lonnie Fierstein, Randy Gerke, Ramona Hartley, Sheryl Hesseltine, Clint Holmes, Jennifer Mai, Dorothy Porath, Lynda Roesler, Rich Sanne, Steve Shively, Dori Smidt, Bruce Snyder, Robert Storant, and Bob Timme.  Guests:  Janet Miller (brought by Lonnie Fierstein), Ken Rouch & Curtis Youngman (brought by Lynda Roesler), Ron Theasmeyer (brought by Tim Baker), and Jan Westerman (brought by Dorothy Porath) also attended.
Rich Sanne won the free lunch.  Presented by Dori Smidt
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES – Oct 21, 2009

In attendance:  Tim Channer, Dan Albrecht, Ron Carlson, Dori Smidt, Jason Walters, Frank Faughn, Don Arp, Cindy Miserez, Lonnie Fierstien, and Zach Wells.  

Business – Minutes as presented in the Sept newsletter for Sept Executive Committee meeting was moved for approval by Jason and seconded by Lonnie.  Motion approved.

Treasurer’s Report – Dan presented the Treasurer’s report for September.  Only activity was for the Fall conference.  Dan noted the CD is coming due and as no other options appear better, he will roll it forward.  Jason moved to accept the report and Frank seconded.  Motion passed.

PDC – Frank noted that the conference went very well.  He has reviewed the evaluations and for the most part everyone thought it was a great conference.  A few comments included very specific topics that didn’t apply to everyone or some dry speakers.  Frank will look at all the comments in order to improve for next year.  Other ideas he is considering for next year is to get the material to the technical company we use to have them enhance the image ahead of time and adding a check box to the registration noting if attendees want printed material.  He noted Country Inn and Suites were very generous and provided the speaker rooms.  He has already locked in the Spring Conference dates in order to guarantee food prices.  He is looking at speaker options from several national federal offices but is open for ideas. 

Points – Cindy noted we are looking good.

Community Service update – Decided to sign up for 4 days of bell ringing for 1 spot on each day in order to accommodate work schedules by not starting until 6.  Brenda will send out sign-up sheet.

Newsletter – Tim C. needs the newsletter information by Oct 27th.


Meeting was adjourned.  Presented by Dori Smidt.

Educational Opportunity 

This letter was received by Paul Carlson – State Accounting Administrator and is included for anyone interested in additional education related to governmental accounting.  

[image: image2.emf]
Guests

Bring a guest to a Chapter meeting.  They will get a free lunch.  If they join you get a free lunch.

Email Addresses

Please remember to send any email address changes to Tim Channer so the mailing list can be updated.  Thanks

Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 
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	BUDGET INFORMATION
	 
	TREASURER'S REPORT
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2009-2010
	

	Year 2009-2010
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	September 1, 2009
	 
	$25,244.09 
	

	Receipts:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Spring Conference
	$11,800.00 
	$1,970.00 
	$9,830.00 
	 
	Receipts:
	 
	 
	

	 
	Fall Conference
	$11,800.00
	$11,410.00 
	$390.00 
	 
	 
	Fall PDC
	$5,120.00 
	 

	 
	Meeting & Year End Mtg.
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Educational Events
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Educational Events-Audios
	$100.00 
	$25.00 
	$75.00 
	 
	 
	Misc. Income
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Misc. Income
	$200.00 
	$160.00 
	$40.00 
	 
	 
	 
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Interest Income
	$175.00 
	$0.53 
	$174.47 
	 
	 
	Interest Income
	$0.10 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Receipts
	 
	$5,120.10 
	

	 
	Total Receipts:
	$24,375.00 
	$13,565.53 
	$10,809.47 
	 
	 Disbursements:
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Chapter Leadership
	$17.50
	 

	 
	Disbursements:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Educ. Non-PDC
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Chapter Leadership
	$2,250.00 
	$329.90 
	$1,920.10 
	 
	 
	Educ. - PDC
	$6,404.38 
	 

	 
	Education - Non-PDC
	$2,150.00 
	$1,600.00 
	$550.00 
	 
	 
	Membership
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Education - PDC
	$15,000.00 
	$7,059.79 
	$7,940.21 
	 
	 
	Chapter Award
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Certification
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Recruit./Mentoring
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Communications
	$700.00 
	$187.50 
	$512.50 
	 
	 
	Speaker Meals
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Membership Support
	$3,250.00 
	$1,689.48 
	$1,560.52 
	 
	 
	Misc. Expense
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Early Careers
	$175.00 
	$0.00 
	$175.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Disbursements
	$6,421.88 

	 
	Community Service
	$500.00 
	$0.00 
	$500.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Chapter Award
	$50.00 
	$50.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	9/31/2009
	 
	$23,942.31 
	

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	Checking
	$13,662.81 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	Certificates of Deposit
	$10,279.50 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 Total
	 
	$23,942.31 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Disbursements:
	$24,375.00 
	$10,916.67 
	$13,458.33 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


2009-2010 Chapter Officers and Board Members
 
President                                           Don Arp Jr.                     
 471-0040           Darp@leg.ne.gov
President-Elect                                 Cindy Miserez                     471-4174           cindy.miserez@nebraska.gov
Secretary                                           Dori Smidt                          472-1934           Dsmidt2@unl.edu
Treasurer                                           Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           Dan.albrecht@nebraska.gov
Past-President                                   Tim Baker                    
 471-3571            tim.baker@nebraska.gov
 

Board Members 
Co-Directors of Communications
Tim Channer - Newsletter                 326-3043               t.channer@verizon.net
Lonnie Fierstein - Webpage               471-6822              Lonnie.fierstein@nebraska.gov        
Director of Education               
Frank Faughn – Chapter PDC’s
540-1858
  frankjr1951@hotmail.com
Amy Wilson – Audio Conferences
471-0616               Amy.wilson@nebraska.gov
Director of Community Service       
Brenda Ladd                                      472-5278              Bladd2@unl.edu
Directors of Membership

Vacant          
Director of Bylaws & Procedures and Chapter Historian   
Ron Carlson                                      471-0619               Ron.carlson@nebraska.gov
Director of Prof. Certification          
Michelle Raphael                              471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Co-Directors of Chapter Programs
               Jason Walters 

471-2793
jason.walters@nebraska.gov
               Zach Wells

326-3064 
zach.wells@nebraska.gov
Lincoln Chapter

Association Of Government Accountants

P.O. Box 94665

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4665
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