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Lincoln Chapter Association of Government Accountants 

www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – February, 2010
AGA President-Elect Message

How do you benefit from your AGA membership?  I hope you have found many ways to take advantage of what the Lincoln AGA Chapter and National AGA has to offer.  Continuing Professional Education (CPE) is a top notch benefit.  The Lincoln AGA Chapter brings you high quality, reasonably priced CPE.  There are opportunities to enhance your leadership skills through serving on the Lincoln AGA Chapter Board.  There are opportunities for service to the community sharing your skills in activities throughout the year.  The networking opportunities occur in all these activities and in our monthly membership meetings where you can take a break from your busy day and have lunch with other members and hear an interesting topic.  The Lincoln AGA Chapter is about increasing our participation in the many opportunities that surround us each day leading to our own personal growth and progress.

There is opportunity for professional growth through the Certified Government Financial Manager (CGFM) certification.  Your chapter leaders requested recognition from the State of Nebraska and at a recent ceremony, March was declared CGFM Month in the State of Nebraska.  See attached file.

I hope you keep these benefits in mind as you process your 2010-2011 membership renewal and that you make a commitment to participate in Lincoln AGA Chapter activities.  We have community service Junior Achievement Bowl-a-thon (count money, not bowling!), an audio conference March 3rd, membership meetings March 10th, April 7th and May 5th, a Professional Development Conference April 20th and chapter membership dinner in May. 

Your chapter is active and vibrant and is great because you are a member.

We are also part of a region that includes the AGA chapters in Nebraska, Kansas, Iowa and Missouri.  Check out www.agaMidwestern.org , the new regional website now available.  Www.AGAcgfm.org  is your national AGA website.  By logging in you gain access to features like the AGA Insider monthly newsletter.  Your user id is your membership number and your password is your first initial and last name.

Nominations are now open for our Lincoln AGA Chapter Board of Directors.  I have had discussions with all current board members about the coming year.  Don Arp, our current President, contributed an article to our last newsletter speaking about the benefits of serving on the board.  If you are interested in serving on the Board, please contact me at 471-4174 or cindy.miserez@nebraska.gov  in the next couple weeks.  The slate of candidates will appear in the March newsletter and the chapter membership will vote in April.  Pages 29 through 35 of the AGA Leadership Handbook provide a framework for our board organization:  http://www.agacgfm.org/membership/chapterformation/downloads/LeadershipHandbook.pdf .

I hope that you continue to take advantage of what AGA membership has to offer you and find many avenues to participate in the 2010-2011 Lincoln AGA Chapter year.  The new chapter year begins May 1.  Don Arp will move into his role as Immediate Past President providing guidance and leadership.  We have many past presidents in our chapter who stay involved with chapter activities.  This energy and continuity really keeps the chapter dynamic.

The new chapter year will begin with a Section Leadership Meeting (SLM) in Kansas City May 14th and 15th.  Lincoln Chapter board members will be attending and sharing ideas with other chapter and national AGA leaders.  The National AGA Professional Development Conference is in Orlando, FL July 11th through 14th offering 24 hours of CPE.  The theme is 2010 and Beyond:  Dream. Learn. Achieve.

I look forward to serving as your Lincoln AGA Chapter President in 2010-2011 and hope to get to meet you along the way.

Cindy Miserez - President-Elect

Chapter Meeting – Wednesday – March 10
Time:  11:45 

Date:   Wednesday – March 10
Location: To be Announced  
Speaker:  To be Announced  

Topic:  To be Announced
Register on the chapter website.

Calendar of Events

February 27 – Saturday – Junior Achievement Bowlathon

March 3 – Wednesday - Audio Conference - Fraud

March 6 - Saturday Junior Achievement Bowlathon

March 10 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

March 17 Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education – Room A 

April 7 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

April 14 - Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education – Room B
April 20 – Tuesday – AGA Spring Professional Development Conference  

May 5 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

May 19 - Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education – Room B 

May 19 - Wednesday - Audio Conference – Ethics

Junior Achievement Bowl-a-thon

If you signed up to count money remember to go on Saturday, February 27 or Saturday, March 6. The location is Parkway Lanes on S. 48th Street.

CGFM Proclamation

See the attached CGFM proclamation.

Audio Conference

Date:  Mar. 3, 2010 - Wednesday 
Topic:  The War Against Fraud and Abuse: Are We Winning?
Time: 1 – 2:50 p.m. – 2 CPE hours 
Location:  State Capitol Room 1507
Register on the Chapter Website

AGA Lincoln Chapter Spring Professional Development Conference

The conference is on Tuesday, April 20, 2010.  See the Chapter Website for more information and to register.

Call for 2010 National Academic Scholarships

Are you or a family member pursuing undergraduate or graduate studies in disciplines such as accounting, auditing, budgeting, economics, finance, information technology, public administration, etc.? If so, consider applying for an AGA National Academic Scholarship today. Each year, AGA National awards up to four $3,000 full-time merit scholarships to AGA members and their family members; one $1,000 part-time merit scholarships to AGA members and their family members; and one $3,000 community service scholarship. The deadline for receipt of applications is Wednesday, March 31, 2010. Download a copy of the application or contact Louise Kapelewski.
Member Recruiting Campaign

The more members we have, the more we can do. With strength in numbers, we will be heard!"
Share the Magic!
The 2009-2010 "Share the Magic" of Membership Member-Get-A-Member Campaign offers you the opportunity to win great prizes just for sharing the value of your AGA membership with your friends and colleagues and persuading them to join.  

The campaign runs from May 1, 2009-April 30, 2010 and encourages current members to recruit new members. Because we are a membership-driven organization, an effective membership program must be an on-going, year-round process. The power of your organization is directly related to the commitment and active participation of your membership. It is essential that your Association aggressively recruit, retain and engage membership in the organization.

Since you already know the benefits of being an AGA member and have contacts in the financial management profession, this is a great way to increase AGA's membership, which in turn expands your own professional network and allows AGA to better meet your needs. Prizes are awarded to show our appreciation of your support of AGA and your efforts to help the Association grow.

View the complete list of Member-Get-A-Member Rules. 
How to participate:  It's easy! Request membership applications by e-mailing membership manager Rodneikka Scott or by calling 800.AGA.7211. You can also download an application and give it to your friend or colleague, or direct the person to visit AGA's website to apply online.

What you can win:  You only need to recruit 1 new member to win a prize! All members who recruit 6 or more new members before December 31, 2009 will receive free membership.  Better yet, recruit the most new members and win the grand prize of a complimentary registration to AGA's 2010 Professional Development Conference & Exposition in Orlando, FL, and two one-day passes to an Orlando theme park. There are many opportunities to win prizes for you and your chapter. Click here for a complete list of prizes.

Best of luck! And may the best recruiter win--for themselves and AGA!

Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for chapter meetings please call or email  Jason Walters, 471-2793, Jason.walters@nebraska.gov, or Zach Wells 326-3064, zach.wells@nebraska.gov
Guests

Bring a guest to a Chapter meeting.  They will get a free lunch.  If they join you get a free lunch.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES – February 17, 2010

In attendance:  Tim Channer, Tim Baker, Dan Albrecht, Ron Carlson, Dori Smidt, Cindy Miserez, Don Arp, Lonnie Fierstein, Jason Walters, Amy Wilson, and Zach Wells.  

Business – Minutes for the Jan 20th and Nov 18th Executive Minutes were discussed as presented in the Jan newsletter.  Noted the PDC date was incorrect in both sets of minutes therefore Dori adjusted to April 20th.  Also minutes from the Jan 5th Chapter meeting were presented in the Jan newsletter.  All minutes were moved for approval with changes by Ron and seconded by Tim B.

Tim C volunteered to take minutes for the April meetings and Don and Jason for the May/June meetings as Dori will be out on maternity leave.

Don is working on getting recognition from the state for AGA to be similar to that of NMA in regards to encouraging employees to attend seminars and paying for membership.  

Cindy is working on slate of officers to present at April chapter meeting for approval.

Treasurer’s Report – Dan presented the Treasurer’s report for Jan.  Noted activity for payment of drawing winner and speaker meals at Jan chapter meeting, quarterly payment of storage space and misc income from National AGA for recruiting that will be used to supplement non member charges at the spring PDC.  Tim B moved approval of the report and Jason seconded.  Motion passed.

PDC –Don reported in Frank’s absence.  Noted that as of the 17th, 49 members have registered.  CPE has been requested, a budget has been set at 85 members and 15 non members which would leave some surplus after expenses.  It has been decided to “go green” and not print the material therefore all people attending will receive a link on where to get the material if they would like to print it themselves.

Chapter Programs – Zack noted they have been in contact with some potential presenters for the March meeting.  It was decided to change the date to March 10th in order to not be on the same day as the audio conference.  
Don brought up the end of year party.  Everyone seemed to think that was a nice event therefore he will look into getting more info to present at the next board meeting for approval.
Points – Due end of March so nothing new to report.

Audio Conferences – Amy noted we have 2 more remaining for the year, March 3rd on Fraud and May 19th on Ethics.  The location has been changed to a room in the state capitol building due to the high turnout expected.

CGFM – Cindy noted that March was declared CGFM month and the proclamation was done in February.  Also noted that Omaha is still looking for a few more interested people in order to make their CGFM event a success.
Community Service – Dori passed around the bowl a thon sign up as still several spots open.  Tim C will send out another announcement soon in order to ask for volunteers for the times remaining.
Other items – 

Newsletter – Tim C. needs the newsletter information by February 23rd.


Meeting was adjourned. 

Presented by Dori Smidt.
CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES – February 3, 2010

The February 3, 2010 chapter meeting was held at Terrace Grill in the Cornhusker Hotel.  The April PDC was announced.  

The speaker was Brian Runge, CPA for Dana F Cole & Company, LLP.  Brian shared changes to the tax laws for 2009.  He also touched on a few credits that will be expiring in 2010 but no new laws have been passed so still in discussion.  Very helpful and timely presentation.

The following members were present:  Dan Albrecht, Don Arp, Tim Baker, Kristi Bourke, Ron Carlson, Ruilin Cheng, Frank Faughn, Lonnie Fierstein, Michelle Furby, Ramona Hartley, Cindy Miserez, Richard Sanne, Dori Smidt, Bruce Snyder, Ronald Theasmeyer, Bob Timme, and Curt Youngman.  No guests were present.

Ramona Hartley won the free lunch for the 2nd time in a row.

Presented by Dori Smidt
Chapter Point Status as of December 31, 2009
	Our current standing as of December, 2009 is as follows:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Area
	Points
	Maximum
	Percentage

	
	Chapter Leadership, Planning, Participation
	2,825
	3,000
	94%

	
	Education and Professional Development
	2,850
	4,000
	71%

	
	Certification
	850
	4,000
	21%

	
	Communications
	3,000
	3,000
	100%

	
	Membership
	150
	3,000
	5%

	
	Early Careers and Student Members
	775
	2,000
	39%

	
	Community Service
	800
	2,000
	40%

	
	Chapter Awards Program
	0
	1,000
	0%

	
	TOTALS
	11,250
	22,000
	51%


Submitted by:  Cindy Miserez -President - Elect

Email Addresses

Please remember to send any email address changes to Tim Channer so the mailing list can be updated.  Thanks

Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 
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	BUDGET INFORMATION
	 
	TREASURER'S REPORT
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2009-2010
	

	Year 2009-2010
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	January 1, 2010
	 
	$20,024.90 
	

	Receipts:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Spring Conference
	$11,800.00 
	$1,970.00 
	$9,830.00 
	 
	Receipts:
	 
	 
	

	 
	Fall Conference
	$11,800.00
	$11,690.00 
	$110.00 
	 
	 
	Fall PDC
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Meeting & Year End Mtg.
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Educational Events
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Educational Events-Audios
	$100.00 
	$25.00 
	$75.00 
	 
	 
	Misc. Income
	$152.00 
	 

	 
	Misc. Income
	$200.00 
	$312.00 
	($112.00)
	 
	 
	 
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Interest Income
	$175.00 
	$31.09 
	$143.91 
	 
	 
	Interest Income
	$0.09 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Receipts
	 
	$152.09 
	

	 
	Total Receipts:
	$24,375.00 
	$14,028.09 
	$10,346.91 
	 
	 Disbursements:
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Chapter Leadership
	$90.00
	 

	 
	Disbursements:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Educ. Non-PDC
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Chapter Leadership
	$2,250.00 
	$509.90 
	$1,740.10 
	 
	 
	Educ. - PDC
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Education - Non-PDC
	$2,150.00 
	$1,600.00 
	$550.00 
	 
	 
	Membership
	$29.60 
	 

	 
	Education - PDC
	$15,000.00 
	$9,804.47 
	$5,195.53 
	 
	 
	Community Service
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Certification
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Recruit./Mentoring
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Communications
	$700.00 
	$187.50 
	$512.50 
	 
	 
	Speaker Meals
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Membership Support
	$3,250.00 
	$2,012.28 
	$1,237.72 
	 
	 
	Misc. Expense
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Early Careers
	$175.00 
	$0.00 
	$175.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Disbursements
	$119.60 

	 
	Community Service
	$500.00 
	$100.00 
	$400.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Chapter Award
	$50.00 
	$50.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	Jan. 31, 2010
	 
	$21,057.39 
	

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	Checking
	$10,747.72 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	Certificates of Deposit
	$10,309.67 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 Total
	 
	$21,057.39 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Disbursements:
	$24,375.00 
	$14,264.15 
	$10,110.85 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


2009-2010 Chapter Officers and Board Members
 
President                                           Don Arp Jr.                     
 471-0040           Darp@leg.ne.gov
President-Elect                                 Cindy Miserez                     471-4174           cindy.miserez@nebraska.gov
Secretary                                           Dori Smidt                          472-1934           Dsmidt2@unl.edu
Treasurer                                           Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           Dan.albrecht@nebraska.gov
Past-President                                   Tim Baker                    
 471-3571            tim.baker@nebraska.gov
 

Board Members 
Co-Directors of Communications
Tim Channer - Newsletter                 326-3043               tchanner@windstream.net
Lonnie Fierstein - Webpage               471-6822              Lonnie.fierstein@nebraska.gov        
Director of Education               
Frank Faughn – Chapter PDC’s
540-1858
  frankjr1951@hotmail.com
Amy Wilson – Audio Conferences
471-0616               Amy.wilson@nebraska.gov
Director of Community Service       
Brenda Ladd                                      472-5278              Bladd2@unl.edu
Directors of Membership

Vacant          
Director of Bylaws & Procedures and Chapter Historian   
Ron Carlson                                      471-0619               Ron.carlson@nebraska.gov
Director of Prof. Certification          
Michelle Raphael                              471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Co-Directors of Chapter Programs
               Jason Walters 

471-2793
jason.walters@nebraska.gov
               Zach Wells

326-3064 
zach.wells@nebraska.gov
Lincoln Chapter

Association Of Government Accountants

P.O. Box 94665

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4665
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