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www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – January, 2010
President’s Message

As I write this, it is hard to believe that 2009 is over and January 2010 is almost in the books already. Time flies when you are shoveling snow, trying not to fall on ice, and braving roads that make just traveling to the grocery store an expedition worthy of Sir Ernest Shackleton. At times in December it was looking like if a few more inches of snow fell we’d need some sled dogs!

The weather hasn’t been the only thing causing us difficulties. Late 2009 saw a budget cutting special session of the Legislature that kept many of our members busy finding reductions and developing plans to make do with less. Depending on how the economy shapes up, we may all have more to do in this regard. All of these issues challenge AGA, especially at the chapter level. 

These challenges (and the weather) made me think of Sir Ernest Shackleton. He was a British explorer who, against amazing odds and in an environment where one may easily meet death, rescued members of his expedition when their ship was destroyed and they were stranded on the Antarctic ice. The expedition lasted from 1914-1917, with most of the time spent just trying to survive or find help. Long before the days of North Face parkas and fleece this or that, all of Shackleton’s men survived weather that makes December here look almost okay. Despite all the hardships, Shackleton once said, “Difficulties are just things to overcome, after all.” This is huge. No matter the magnitude, difficulties are just things we need to resolve so we can move on. Doesn’t sound so bad, does it? When you look at challenges or difficulties in this light, it makes them seem way less daunting. 

The Lincoln Chapter has faced some challenges itself this year. For example, Frank Faughn has been working with me and Tim Baker to develop a professional development conference for the spring that maintains our high standards of quality, but at a reduced registration cost for our members, many of whom may be either professionally or privately feeling the pinch of the economy. We saw a difficulty for our membership and we addressed it. Frank, as always, has done a top notch job planning the conference. Look for an announcement on the PDC very soon.

Our ability to address difficulties and move on comes from our leaders. For the Lincoln Chapter, the time is nearing to select new leaders. At the April 2010 chapter meeting, you will elect the new leaders for the coming year. The Lincoln Chapter has been very fortunate to have some great leaders these past few years. Serving on the Chapter Executive Committee (CEC) is a great professional development opportunity. There is no other organization where you can do so much, serve with such great people, and feel so proud of your work. I encourage everyone to think about serving as a Lincoln Chapter board member. Here are the positions we elect every year: President; President-Elect; Secretary; Treasurer; Co-Directors of Communications (Newsletter and Web page); Co-Directors of Education (Audio conferences and PDCs); Director of Community Service; Director of Bylaws & Procedures; Director of Professional Certification; and Directors of Chapter Programs. If you have any questions about these positions, do not hesitate to contact me or Cindy Miserez.

Don Arp, Jr. - Chapter President

Chapter Meeting – Wednesday – February 3
Time:  11:45 

Date:   Wednesday – February 3
Location:  Rose Room, Terrace Grill at the Cornhusker Marriott - 333 South 13th Street  
Speaker:  Brian Runge of Dana F Cole & Co CPA’s   

Topic:  Tax Issues
Register on the chapter website.

Calendar of Events

February 3 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

February 17 - Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education – Room A 

February 27 – Saturday – Junior Achievement Bowlathon

March 3 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

March 3 – Wednesday - Audio Conference - Fraud

March 6 - Saturday Junior Achievement Bowlathon

March 17 Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education – Room A 

April 7 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

April 14 - Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education – Room B
April 20 – Tuesday – AGA Spring Professional Development Conference  

May 5 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Details to be announced

May 19 - Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education – Room B 

May 19 - Wednesday - Audio Conference – Ethics

Junior Achievement Bowl-a-thon

The Lincoln AGA chapter historically assists Junior Achievement by counting money for their annual bowl-a-thon fundraiser. To volunteer for this worthwhile community service event, please contact Brenda Ladd at bladd2@unl.edu or 472-5278. The available times are 12:00, 2:00, 4:00, and 6:00 on Saturday, February 27 and 4:00 on Saturday, March 6. The location is Parkway Lanes on S. 48th Street.

Audio Conference

Date:  Mar. 3, 2010 - Wednesday 
Topic:  The War Against Fraud and Abuse: Are We Winning?
Time: 1 – 2:50 p.m. – 2 CPE hours 
Location:  State Office Building, Lower Level A

Register on the Chapter Website

AGA Lincoln Chapter Spring Professional Development Conference

The conference is on April 20, 2010.  Attached is a brochure with all the details of the spring seminar.   You should be able to register on the chapter website shortly.

Call for 2010 National Academic Scholarships

Are you or a family member pursuing undergraduate or graduate studies in disciplines such as accounting, auditing, budgeting, economics, finance, information technology, public administration, etc.? If so, consider applying for an AGA National Academic Scholarship today. Each year, AGA National awards up to four $3,000 full-time merit scholarships to AGA members and their family members; one $1,000 part-time merit scholarships to AGA members and their family members; and one $3,000 community service scholarship. The deadline for receipt of applications is Wednesday, March 31, 2010. Download a copy of the application or contact Louise Kapelewski.
Member Recruiting Campaign

The more members we have, the more we can do. With strength in numbers, we will be heard!"
Share the Magic!
The 2009-2010 "Share the Magic" of Membership Member-Get-A-Member Campaign offers you the opportunity to win great prizes just for sharing the value of your AGA membership with your friends and colleagues and persuading them to join.  

The campaign runs from May 1, 2009-April 30, 2010 and encourages current members to recruit new members. Because we are a membership-driven organization, an effective membership program must be an on-going, year-round process. The power of your organization is directly related to the commitment and active participation of your membership. It is essential that your Association aggressively recruit, retain and engage membership in the organization.

Since you already know the benefits of being an AGA member and have contacts in the financial management profession, this is a great way to increase AGA's membership, which in turn expands your own professional network and allows AGA to better meet your needs. Prizes are awarded to show our appreciation of your support of AGA and your efforts to help the Association grow.

View the complete list of Member-Get-A-Member Rules. 
How to participate:  It's easy! Request membership applications by e-mailing membership manager Rodneikka Scott or by calling 800.AGA.7211. You can also download an application and give it to your friend or colleague, or direct the person to visit AGA's website to apply online.

What you can win:  You only need to recruit 1 new member to win a prize! All members who recruit 6 or more new members before December 31, 2009 will receive free membership.  Better yet, recruit the most new members and win the grand prize of a complimentary registration to AGA's 2010 Professional Development Conference & Exposition in Orlando, FL, and two one-day passes to an Orlando theme park. There are many opportunities to win prizes for you and your chapter. Click here for a complete list of prizes.

Best of luck! And may the best recruiter win--for themselves and AGA!

Take the CGFM Examinations After the NLC
AGA is once again offering a great opportunity to take the CGFM Examinations and earn your CGFM after the Eighth Annual National Leadership Conference (NLC). Whether you've found it difficult to find time to complete the three exams or just need an extra reinforcement of the material, this is your chance to get it done!
To help you reach that goal, we are offering a two-day Intensive Review Course on Monday, February 22, and Tuesday, February 23, 2010, and an opportunity to take the CGFM Examinations on February 24​–25, 2010. The event will take place in Alexandria, VA. The cost of the course is only $249 for qualified participants, and it offers 18 CPE hours. Special Bonus: The CGFM Examinations are offered at no cost to course attendees.
This course is designed as a supplement to previous preparation for the CGFM Examinations, so this is a perfect opportunity for those individuals who have already attended GFM training courses or have been preparing by using the CGFM Study Guides. Enrollment is limited and popular exam time slots are reserved quickly, so don't delay.
More information and a registration form for this event are available on the AGA website (http://www.agacgfm.org/nlc_2010/cgfm_exams.htm). If you have any questions, please contact Crystal Vanison at cvanison@agacgfm.org or at 800.AGA.7211, ext. 316.
Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for chapter meetings please call or email  Jason Walters, 471-2793, Jason.walters@nebraska.gov, or Zach Wells 326-3064, zach.wells@nebraska.gov
Guests

Bring a guest to a Chapter meeting.  They will get a free lunch.  If they join you get a free lunch.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES – January 20, 2010

In attendance:  Tim Channer, Tim Baker, Dan Albrecht, Brenda Ladd, Ron Carlson, Dori Smidt, Frank Faughn, Cindy Miserez, Michelle Raphael, Amy Wilson, and Zach Wells.  

Business – Minutes for the Dec 2nd Chapter meeting were discussed.  Moved for approval by Ron and seconded by Frank.  Motion passed.  Noted Nov minutes were not in the newsletter.  Tim C will include those for Board meeting as provided by Dori in next newsletter.  No minutes currently available for Nov Chapter meeting.

Cindy noted that she will be sending out an e-mail to all members looking for interest in board positions for next year.
Treasurer’s Report – Dan presented the Treasurer’s report for Dec.  Only activity noted was for payment of guest and speaker meals at Dec chapter meeting.  Ron moved approval of the report and Frank seconded.  Motion passed.
PDC –The conference is set for April 21st at the Country Inn and Suites.  Local speakers have been found to do 4, 1 hour presentations and 2 out of town presenters for 2 hour presentations.  With cheaper speakers, it was moved by Michelle and seconded by Ron to reduce the price to $70 for members and $150 for non members.  The hope is non members would join AGA as the price difference would make it worthwhile for them.  It was felt that this wouldn’t deter non members as the prices are still very reasonable for 8 hours of quality, in person, CPE.  Motion passed.
Chapter Programs – Zack noted they have contacted Dana F Cole to present in February at the Cornhusker on new tax laws.  He was not aware the website could be accessed to determine who had signed up to attend the lunch meetings therefore he was going to look at the website to use this information to better notify the restaurant of our needs ahead of time.
Points – Cindy reported we have maxed out on communications and almost on leadership.  We are doing well in most other areas.  She will provide the info for the next newsletter.
Audio Conferences – Amy noted we have 2 more remaining for the year, March 3rd on Fraud and May 19th on Ethics.  

CGFM – Michelle noted she is working with the Governor’s office to again have March declared CGFM month and that it will be announced in Febr.  She also pointed out that the Omaha Chapter would be doing training for CGFM and if people were interested, they should contact her about further info.
Other items - Tim noted again the SLIM conference will be held in Kansas City on May 14-15th.  The President Elect is encouraged to attend and 3 others from the chapter.  Cindy noted they plan to see who the slate of officers is for next year to decide who will go.  If anyone is interested in attending, they should let her know.  Michelle asked who is doing membership duties as she wondered if there would be a membership survey completed this year.  She will talk to Don about it as he has been covering that position for the 2009-10 year thus far.
Newsletter – Tim C. needs the newsletter information by Jan 26th.


Meeting was adjourned.  Presented by Dori Smidt.
CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES – January 5, 2010

The January 5, 2010 chapter meeting was held at Brewsky’s in the Haymarket.  Dori Smidt handed out a signup sheet for the Junior Achievement Bowlathon to be held Febr 27th.  

The speaker was Paul Carlson, State Accounting.  He spoke about building strong relationships and how those relationships impact a person’s life.  He is leaving State Accounting to pursue a new opportunity in California therefore everyone wished him well on his new endeavors.

The following members were present:  Dan Albrecht, Judy Alderman, Connie Broe, Ron Carlson, Ruilin Cheng, Pat Cole, Frank Faughn, Lonnie Fierstein, Michelle Furby, Ramona Hartley, Sheryl Hesseltine, Clint Holmes, Sylvan Luhring, Jennifer Mai, Janet Miller, Cindy Miserez, Michelle Raphael, Ken Rouch, Dori Smidt, Bruce Snyder, Bob Timme, Jason Walters, Amy Wilson, Gail Witzki, and Curt Youngman.  Guests:  John Schulte (brought by Pat Cole) also attended.
Ramona Hartley won the free lunch.

Presented by Dori Smidt
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES – Nov 18, 2009

In attendance:  Tim Channer, Tim Baker, Dan Albrecht, Brenda Ladd, Ron Carlson, Dori Smidt, Frank Faughn, Cindy Miserez, Lonnie Fierstien, and Zach Wells.  

Business – Minutes as presented in the Oct newsletter for Oct Executive Committee meeting and Oct Chapter meeting was moved for approval by Frank and seconded by Tim C.  Motion approved.

Treasurer’s Report – Dan presented the Treasurer’s report for Oct.  The rest of the money was received for the fall conference and the rest of the expenses were paid.  Also noted a $90 quarterly charge for the chapter storage space.  Dan noted the CD resulted in $30.30 interest income.  Frank moved approval of the report and Ron seconded.  Motion passed.

PDC – Frank noted that the main speaker has been secured speaking on data mining.  The conference is set for April 21st.  The committee is looking for other local speakers to fill in the remaining spots.  With cheaper speakers, the hope is to reduce the cost for members to make the training more attractive to departments on tight budgets.
Chapter Programs – Jason noted they are working on setting up a speaker and location for the December meeting to be held on Dec 2nd.  The next audio conference is scheduled for Dec 16th.

Points – Cindy noted we are looking good and maxing out in many areas already.

Community Service update – Brenda noted that all the spots have been filled for the bell ringing.  She is also working with Rich to get a family for AGA to adopt.  Ron moved to get a $100 gift card for the family and Frank seconded.  Motion passed.

Other items - Tim noted in the regional call last week that the SLIM conference was announced.  It will be held in Kansas City on May 14-15th.  The President Elect is encouraged to attend and 3 others from the chapter.  It was decided to talk about who we want to send at a future date.  Also noted the National PDC will be in Orlando for 2010.  The region is also working on a website they are hoping to have operational by Jan 1st.  Other news includes possibly holding a regional training for CGFM.  

Newsletter – Tim C. needs the newsletter information by Nov 24th.


Meeting was adjourned.  Presented by Dori Smidt.
Chapter Point Status as of December 31, 2009
	Our current standing as of December, 2009 is as follows:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Area
	Points
	Maximum
	Percentage

	
	Chapter Leadership, Planning, Participation
	2,825
	3,000
	94%

	
	Education and Professional Development
	2,850
	4,000
	71%

	
	Certification
	850
	4,000
	21%

	
	Communications
	3,000
	3,000
	100%

	
	Membership
	150
	3,000
	5%

	
	Early Careers and Student Members
	775
	2,000
	39%

	
	Community Service
	800
	2,000
	40%

	
	Chapter Awards Program
	0
	1,000
	0%

	
	TOTALS
	11,250
	22,000
	51%


Submitted by:  Cindy Miserez -President - Elect

Email Addresses

Please remember to send any email address changes to Tim Channer so the mailing list can be updated.  Thanks

Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 
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	BUDGET INFORMATION
	 
	TREASURER'S REPORT
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2009-2010
	

	Year 2009-2010
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	December 1, 2009
	 
	$21,066.26 
	

	Receipts:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Spring Conference
	$11,800.00 
	$1,970.00 
	$9,830.00 
	 
	Receipts:
	 
	 
	

	 
	Fall Conference
	$11,800.00
	$11,690.00 
	$110.00 
	 
	 
	Fall PDC
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Meeting & Year End Mtg.
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Educational Events
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Educational Events-Audios
	$100.00 
	$25.00 
	$75.00 
	 
	 
	Misc. Income
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Misc. Income
	$200.00 
	$160.00 
	$40.00 
	 
	 
	 
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Interest Income
	$175.00 
	$31.00 
	$144.00 
	 
	 
	Interest Income
	$0.08 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Receipts
	 
	$0.08 
	

	 
	Total Receipts:
	$24,375.00 
	$13,876.00 
	$10,499.00 
	 
	 Disbursements:
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Chapter Leadership
	$0.00
	 

	 
	Disbursements:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Educ. Non-PDC
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Chapter Leadership
	$2,250.00 
	$419.90 
	$1,830.10 
	 
	 
	Educ. - PDC
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Education - Non-PDC
	$2,150.00 
	$1,600.00 
	$550.00 
	 
	 
	Membership
	$41.44 
	 

	 
	Education - PDC
	$15,000.00 
	$9,804.47 
	$5,195.53 
	 
	 
	Community Service
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Certification
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Recruit./Mentoring
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Communications
	$700.00 
	$187.50 
	$512.50 
	 
	 
	Speaker Meals
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Membership Support
	$3,250.00 
	$1,982.68 
	$1,267.32 
	 
	 
	Misc. Expense
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Early Careers
	$175.00 
	$0.00 
	$175.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Disbursements
	$41.44 

	 
	Community Service
	$500.00 
	$100.00 
	$400.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Chapter Award
	$50.00 
	$50.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	Dec. 31, 2009
	 
	$21,024.90 
	

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	Checking
	$10,715.23 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	Certificates of Deposit
	$10,309.67 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 Total
	 
	$21,024.90 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Disbursements:
	$24,375.00 
	$14,144.55 
	$10,230.45 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


2009-2010 Chapter Officers and Board Members
 
President                                           Don Arp Jr.                     
 471-0040           Darp@leg.ne.gov
President-Elect                                 Cindy Miserez                     471-4174           cindy.miserez@nebraska.gov
Secretary                                           Dori Smidt                          472-1934           Dsmidt2@unl.edu
Treasurer                                           Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           Dan.albrecht@nebraska.gov
Past-President                                   Tim Baker                    
 471-3571            tim.baker@nebraska.gov
 

Board Members 
Co-Directors of Communications
Tim Channer - Newsletter                 326-3043               tchanner@windstream.net
Lonnie Fierstein - Webpage               471-6822              Lonnie.fierstein@nebraska.gov        
Director of Education               
Frank Faughn – Chapter PDC’s
540-1858
  frankjr1951@hotmail.com
Amy Wilson – Audio Conferences
471-0616               Amy.wilson@nebraska.gov
Director of Community Service       
Brenda Ladd                                      472-5278              Bladd2@unl.edu
Directors of Membership

Vacant          
Director of Bylaws & Procedures and Chapter Historian   
Ron Carlson                                      471-0619               Ron.carlson@nebraska.gov
Director of Prof. Certification          
Michelle Raphael                              471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Co-Directors of Chapter Programs
               Jason Walters 

471-2793
jason.walters@nebraska.gov
               Zach Wells

326-3064 
zach.wells@nebraska.gov
Lincoln Chapter

Association Of Government Accountants

P.O. Box 94665

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4665
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