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Lincoln Chapter Association of Government Accountants 

www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – March, 2010
AGA President’s Message

Hard to believe spring is here and my year as president of the Lincoln Chapter is almost up. It has been an action packed year. I cannot count the number of phone calls I’ve made or the number of emails sent on behalf of AGA. I know for sure I couldn’t do it without having a top-notch Chapter Executive Committee. I owe each one of you so much. You all have my greatest thanks.

We have a lot still going on before summer. Of course, our PDC is April 20. If you haven’t registered yet, get going . . . the Early Bird rate expires soon. Also, come out for a great meal and fun at our Annual Awards Dinner at the Knolls. Here are the details:

Annual Lincoln Chapter Awards Dinner

May 5, 2010 - 6:30 p.m.

Knolls Restaurant

$10 for the buffet (family and guests always welcome)

I look forward to seeing all of you at the PDC. If I haven’t met you yet, please take a moment to introduce yourself. AGA is great because of its members and I’d like to meet each one of you.

One last item, if you haven’t renewed your membership . . . the deadline is upon us! Please renew and help us Advance Government Accountability.

-Don

Chapter Meeting – Wednesday – April 7
Time:  11:45 

Date:   Wednesday – April 7
Location: To be Announced
Speaker:  To be Announced
Topic:  To be Announced
Register on the chapter website.

Calendar of Events

April 7 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting
April 14 - Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education – Room B
April 20 – Tuesday – AGA Spring Professional Development Conference  
May 5 - Wednesday - Monthly Chapter Meeting – Awards Dinner - Knolls Restaurant
May 19 - Wednesday – Monthly Board meeting, noon at Education – Room B 

May 19 - Wednesday - Audio Conference – Ethics

AGA Lincoln Chapter Spring Professional Development Conference

The conference is on Tuesday, April 20, 2010.  See the Chapter Website for more information and to register.
Audio Conference

Date:  May 19, 2010 - Wednesday 
Topic:  Ethics
Time: 1 – 2:50 p.m. – 2 CPE hours 
Location:  State Capitol Room 1507
Register on the Chapter Website

Slate of Officers for 2010-2011
Here is the Slate of Officers to be voted on at the April Chapter meeting.

	President
	Cindy
	Miserez

	President-Elect
	Amy
	Wilson

	Secretary
	Dori
	Smidt

	Treasurer
	Dan
	Albrecht CGFM

	Past-President
	Don
	Arp

	Director of Communications – Newsletter
	Tim
	Channer CPA

	Director of Communications - Website
	Lonnie
	Fierstein

	Director of Education – Audio Conferences
	Ralene
	Cheng

	Director of Education – Chapter PDC
	Frank
	Faughn

	Director of Community Service
	Brenda
	Ladd

	Director of By-Laws & Procedures
	Ron
	Carlson CPA, CGFM

	Director of Professional Certification
	Michelle
	Raphael

	Co-Director of Chapter Programs
	Jason
	Walters

	Co-Director of Chapter Programs
	Zach
	Wells

	Director of Membership
	Rich
	Sanne



Call for 2010 National Academic Scholarships

Are you or a family member pursuing undergraduate or graduate studies in disciplines such as accounting, auditing, budgeting, economics, finance, information technology, public administration, etc.? If so, consider applying for an AGA National Academic Scholarship today. Each year, AGA National awards up to four $3,000 full-time merit scholarships to AGA members and their family members; one $1,000 part-time merit scholarships to AGA members and their family members; and one $3,000 community service scholarship. The deadline for receipt of applications is Wednesday, March 31, 2010. Download a copy of the application or contact Louise Kapelewski.
Member Recruiting Campaign

The more members we have, the more we can do. With strength in numbers, we will be heard!"
Share the Magic!
The 2009-2010 "Share the Magic" of Membership Member-Get-A-Member Campaign offers you the opportunity to win great prizes just for sharing the value of your AGA membership with your friends and colleagues and persuading them to join.  

The campaign runs from May 1, 2009-April 30, 2010 and encourages current members to recruit new members. Because we are a membership-driven organization, an effective membership program must be an on-going, year-round process. The power of your organization is directly related to the commitment and active participation of your membership. It is essential that your Association aggressively recruit, retain and engage membership in the organization.

Since you already know the benefits of being an AGA member and have contacts in the financial management profession, this is a great way to increase AGA's membership, which in turn expands your own professional network and allows AGA to better meet your needs. Prizes are awarded to show our appreciation of your support of AGA and your efforts to help the Association grow.

View the complete list of Member-Get-A-Member Rules. 
How to participate:  It's easy! Request membership applications by e-mailing membership manager Rodneikka Scott or by calling 800.AGA.7211. You can also download an application and give it to your friend or colleague, or direct the person to visit AGA's website to apply online.

What you can win:  You only need to recruit 1 new member to win a prize! All members who recruit 6 or more new members before December 31, 2009 will receive free membership.  Better yet, recruit the most new members and win the grand prize of a complimentary registration to AGA's 2010 Professional Development Conference & Exposition in Orlando, FL, and two one-day passes to an Orlando theme park. There are many opportunities to win prizes for you and your chapter. Click here for a complete list of prizes.

Best of luck! And may the best recruiter win--for themselves and AGA!

CGFM Exams

Interested in the CGFM certification? Sign up for AGA’s special Intensive Review Course and take the CGFM Examinations before the PDC. Don’t miss this opportunity to earn your CGFM! 

The Intensive Review Course will take place from 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 8, and Friday, July 9, 2010. The CGFM Examinations will be offered by appointment only on July 10-11, 2010.
The cost of the course is only $279 for qualified participants, and it offers 18 CPE hours. Special Bonus: the CGFM Examinations are offered at no cost to course attendees. The cost of this course is not included in the PDC registration fee.

BEFORE YOU REGISTER, PLEASE READ: 

· What is the Intensive Review Course? It is a special limited enrollment opportunity for those individuals who have already been studying for the CGFM Examinations and want extra reinforcement of the material. It is a way to save money on the examination fees (and get the course with it!). It is a review of the main topics covered in the examinations. It is an opportunity to add the value of the instructor who can explain concepts, provide examples and answer questions for those who chose the self-study option. It is a refresher course for those who took the AGA instructor-led courses a long time ago. It is a great way to set a deadline for completing your certification examinations and get it done! 

· What it is NOT: It is not a shortcut. The Intensive Review Course is not a substitute for the three AGA instructor-led training courses. It is usually not enough by itself to prepare for the CGFM Examinations – advance preparation is strongly recommended (see How do I prepare? for more information). It is not an exam prep course with strategies on how to pass the exams. 

Registration

To participate in this event, individuals must: 

1)     Apply for the CGFM Program (submitting CGFM application form, fee and college transcript – see Eligibility section below).

2)     Pre-register for this event by submitting the Intensive Review Course Registration Form and appropriate fee. Walk-ins will not be accepted.
The complete application for the CGFM Program must be submitted BEFORE or TOGETHER with the Intensive Review Course Registration Form. Registrations for this event will not be confirmed until after the CGFM application is accepted.

Cancellations must be received by June 17, 2010; refunds will not be granted after this date.
Deadline: Registrations will be accepted on a first come, first-served basis. Space is limited, so we encourage you to sign up early. Registrations will not be accepted after June 24, 2010.
Location

The Intensive Review Course and the CGFM Examinations will be held at the same hotel as the Professional Development Conference:  Orlando World Center Marriott 8701 World Center Drive Orlando, FL 32821.
Eligibility

To attend the Intensive Review Course and/or take the CGFM Examinations participants must first apply and be accepted into the CGFM Program. Candidates need to submit the CGFM Program application form with $85 application fee and a copy of a transcript from an accredited college or university. The transcript must show that a degree (bachelor’s or higher) was awarded and list at least 24 credit hours of courses in financial management or related topics. Applicant’s name and the name of the college or university must appear on all transcripts. Please see www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/start/ for more information.

In addition, those individuals who want to complete their CGFM at this event need to submit a Work Verification Form listing at least two years of professional-level government financial management experience.
Prior attendance of CGFM training course(s) or purchase of the CGFM Study Guides is not required but is strongly encouraged.
If you have already taken a CGFM Examination and did not pass, you must satisfy the waiting period before taking that CGFM Examinations at this event.
Materials

No materials will be provided at the Intensive Review Course. However, participants are encouraged to order CGFM Study Guides at least six weeks before the course date. For more information on study guides visit www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/prepare/studyguide.aspx.  

The cost of the study guides is not included in the price of the Intensive Review Course.
Examination Information

Three time slots are available for CGFM Examinations to be held on July 10-11, 2010:

· 8:30 – 11:30 a.m. 

· 12:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

· 3:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 

The actual exam time is limited to 2 hours and 15 minutes.

Space is limited, so participants are encouraged to send in the registration form indicating their preference for an examination date and time as soon a possible (Intensive Review Course Registration Form).  Some of the time slots may fill up and no longer be available. We will confirm your registration and indicate whether we are able to accommodate your request for the particular examination time slot(s).
  

Individuals who want to take the CGFM Examinations at this event without attending the review course can do so by following the same registration procedures. The fee for taking the three CGFM Examinations is the same as the Intensive Review Course fee – see the Intensive Review Course Registration Form for more details.

The CGFM Examinations are:

· Examination 1—Governmental Environment 

· Examination 2— Governmental Accounting, Financial Reporting and Budgeting 

· Examination 3—Governmental Financial Management and Control 

More detailed information on CGFM Examinations content can be found on www.agacgfm.org/cgfm/exams/.

The examination results will be available immediately.
Testing Procedures

You must be at the CGFM Examination registration desk at least 15 minutes prior to the testing time to check in.  If you are not at the registration desk at the start of your examination time slot, we cannot guarantee your requested time slot.
Please bring a valid photo ID to the CGFM Examination registration desk—your ID must match the name you provide in the Intensive Review Course Registration Form and on the CGFM Program application form and must contain a photograph and a signature.

Personal belongings, including food, drink, papers, books, writing utensils, electronic and other organizers, cameras, cell phones, beepers, briefcases, bags, purses, pocketbooks and hats, may not be brought near the testing computer station and must be left in the designated area within the testing room. Scratch paper, a pen and a calculator will be provided.  

For more information, please contact Crystal Vanison, Certification Program Coordinator via e-mail at cvanison@agacgfm.org or by phone at 800.AGA.7211, ext. 316.
Thank you!
Intensive Review Course Registration Form
AGA, 2208 Mount Vernon Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22301-1314 • 800.AGA.7211 • Copyright 2009-2010

Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for chapter meetings please call or email  Jason Walters, 471-2793, Jason.walters@nebraska.gov, or Zach Wells 326-3064, zach.wells@nebraska.gov
Guests

Bring a guest to a Chapter meeting.  They will get a free lunch.  If they join you get a free lunch.

CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES – March 10, 2010

The March 10, 2010 chapter meeting was held at Tico’s.  The upcoming PDC was briefly discussed.  Also noted the Omaha chapter’s CGFM Part 1 training is coming up on March 25th with several Lincoln members planning to attend. 

The speaker was Abigail Stempson, Attorney Generals Consumer Protections Unit.  She discussed the latest scams her office has been investigating.  They include many work from home opportunities due to the poor economy such as rebate processing, mystery shopping, assembly, medical bill processing, and collections.  Other new items she has seen have been with credit cards, not for profits, census, and renting homes that a person does not own.  She noted that if an opportunity sounds too good, it probably is.  A good website to check the validity of charities is “guidestar.com” to see if the charity is valid and to check the 990 for the amount of administrative costs verses actual charity costs.  She also pointed out that a work at home job should not require large upfront investments or receiving funds up front with the request to send back what was not used.  If they do, it is probably not legitimate.  

The following members were present:  Dan Albrecht, Tim Baker, Kristi Bourke, Connie Broe, Ron Carlson, Frank Faughn, Lonnie Fierstein, Michelle Furby, Ramona Hartley, Rich Kuzelka, Jennifer Mai, Janet Miller, Cindy Miserez, Lynda Roesler, Ken Rouch, Richard Sanne, Dori Smidt, Ronald Theasmeyer, Bob Timme, Jason Walters,  Gail Witzki, and Curt Youngman.  Guests included Lois French (with Rich Kuzelka) and Paul Koehler (with Frank Faughn).

Dan Albrecht won the free lunch.

Presented by Dori Smidt
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES – March 17, 2010

In attendance:  Tim Channer, Tim Baker, Dan Albrecht, Ron Carlson, Dori Smidt, Cindy Miserez, Don Arp, Lonnie Fierstein, Jason Walters, and Zach Wells.  
E-mail business 3/9/2010 from Don Arp- On March 25, there will be a CGFM class in Omaha. Dan Walsh out of Omaha has done a great job getting 17 students signed up, with a good representation from our own Chapter. Dan is looking for a sponsor to cover food costs and binder costs. The total cost would be less than $350. I think the Lincoln Chapter should be the food and binder sponsor for this event. We've been working hard on improving the relationship between the Omaha and Lincoln Chapters, and this would be one more way to help stay connected. Given the need for immediate action, I am putting to you a vote via email.

Motion: Move to pay costs not to exceed $350 for food and binders at the Omaha CGFM training class.  Second: Tim Baker.  Please vote "Yes" or "No" by Noon, March 10.

Motion passed with 8 votes received in favor of the motion.
Business – Minutes for the February Executive meeting and Chapter meeting were presented in the February newsletter.  All minutes were moved for approval by Tim B and seconded by Jason.

It was noted the need for a clicker to use with power point presentations at the PDC.  In the past the person hired to do the audio provided one but has been a problem the last couple conferences therefore Don moved and Tim B 2nd that the chapter buy a clicker for under $60 to be used at the local PDC and any other chapter events.

Cindy presented the slate of officers that will be voted on at the April chapter meeting.  A few minor corrections were noted to the list.  It will be included in the March newsletter for review.

Discussed the upcoming SLIM conference.  There was some confusion on what the national office would or would not pay.  After much discussion and clarification, it was noted national will cover 4 attendees.  It was discussed these attendees are normally the President, Chapter PDC representative, CGFM Director, and one other board member.  It was moved by Dan and seconded by Ron that up to 1 additional member over what National will pay would be allowed to attend the SLIM conference at the chapter’s expense for lodging and meals if they carpooled with the rest of the group to Kansas City.  Motion passed.  It was noted the President Elect is in charge of working with the attendees and will make the decision on whom the 4th and 5th persons would be over the set 3 if there are more people interested then what the chapter/national conference will pay.

Treasurer’s Report – Dan presented the Treasurer’s report for February.  Noted some airfare has been paid for the speakers attending the local PDC.  Also noted registration checks have started to arrive.  Both Ameritas and BKD have again agreed to sponsor which is great news.  Additional activity included guests and raffle meals for meetings.  Ron moved approval of the report and Jason seconded.  Motion passed.

PDC – All is going well.  Nothing to report.
Chapter Programs – Don shared the Knolls has been contacted and the Chapter Awards program has been set for May 5th at 6:30.  The cost will be $19.75 where members pay $10 and the chapter pays the difference.  Members are welcome to bring family members as guests at this cost as well.

Points – Updated list will be included in the March newsletter.
Other items – Don noted that lunch will be provided at the April board meeting.
Newsletter – Tim C. needs the newsletter information by March 23rd.
Meeting was adjourned.  Presented by Dori Smidt.
Chapter Point Status as of March 31, 2010
	Our current standing as of March, 2010 is as follows: The elapsed time for the year is 75%.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Area
	Points
	Maximum
	Percentage

	
	Chapter Leadership, Planning, Participation
	3,000
	3,000
	100%

	
	Education and Professional Development
	3,200
	4,000
	80%

	
	Certification
	4,000
	4,000
	100%

	
	Communications
	3,000
	3,000
	100%

	
	Membership
	175
	3,000
	6%

	
	Early Careers and Student Members
	775
	2,000
	39%

	
	Community Service
	1,000
	2,000
	50%

	
	Chapter Awards Program
	0
	1,000
	0%

	
	TOTALS
	15,150
	22,000
	69%


Submitted by:  Cindy Miserez - President Elect

Chapter Point Status as of December 31, 2009
Submitted by:  Cindy Miserez -President - Elect

Email Addresses

Please remember to send any email address changes to Tim Channer so the mailing list can be updated.  Thanks

Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 
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	BUDGET INFORMATION
	 
	TREASURER'S REPORT
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2009-2010
	

	Year 2009-2010
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	February 1, 2010
	 
	$21,057.39 
	

	Receipts:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Spring Conference
	$11,800.00 
	$4,840.00 
	$6,960.00 
	 
	Receipts:
	 
	 
	

	 
	Fall Conference
	$11,800.00
	$11,690.00 
	$110.00 
	 
	 
	Spring PDC
	$2,870.00 
	 

	 
	Meeting & Year End Mtg.
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Educational Events
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Educational Events-Audios
	$100.00 
	$25.00 
	$75.00 
	 
	 
	Misc. Income
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Misc. Income
	$200.00 
	$312.00 
	($112.00)
	 
	 
	 
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Interest Income
	$175.00 
	$31.17 
	$143.83 
	 
	 
	Interest Income
	$0.08 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Receipts
	 
	$2,870.08 
	

	 
	Total Receipts:
	$24,375.00 
	$16,898.17 
	$7,476.83 
	 
	 Disbursements:
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Membership
	$68.85
	 

	 
	Disbursements:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Educ. Non-PDC
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Chapter Leadership
	$2,250.00 
	$509.90 
	$1,740.10 
	 
	 
	Educ. - PDC
	$741.20 
	 

	 
	Education - Non-PDC
	$2,150.00 
	$1,600.00 
	$550.00 
	 
	 
	Membership
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Education - PDC
	$15,000.00 
	$10,545.67 
	$4,454.33 
	 
	 
	Community Service
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Certification
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Recruit./Mentoring
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Communications
	$700.00 
	$187.50 
	$512.50 
	 
	 
	Speaker Meals
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Membership Support
	$3,250.00 
	$2,081.13 
	$1,168.87 
	 
	 
	Misc. Expense
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Early Careers
	$175.00 
	$0.00 
	$175.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Disbursements
	$810.05 

	 
	Community Service
	$500.00 
	$100.00 
	$400.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Chapter Award
	$50.00 
	$50.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	February 28, 2010
	 
	$23,117.42 
	

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	Checking
	$12,807.75 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	Certificates of Deposit
	$10,309.67 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 Total
	 
	$23,117.42 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Disbursements:
	$24,375.00 
	$15,074.20 
	$9,300.80 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


2009-2010 Chapter Officers and Board Members
 
President                                           Don Arp Jr.                     
 471-0040           Darp@leg.ne.gov
President-Elect                                 Cindy Miserez                     471-4174           cindy.miserez@nebraska.gov
Secretary                                           Dori Smidt                          472-1934           Dsmidt2@unl.edu
Treasurer                                           Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           Dan.albrecht@nebraska.gov
Past-President                                   Tim Baker                    
 471-3571            tim.baker@nebraska.gov
 

Board Members 
Co-Directors of Communications
Tim Channer - Newsletter                 326-3043               tchanner@windstream.net
Lonnie Fierstein - Webpage               471-6822              Lonnie.fierstein@nebraska.gov        
Director of Education               
Frank Faughn – Chapter PDC’s
540-1858
  frankjr1951@hotmail.com
Amy Wilson – Audio Conferences
471-0616               Amy.wilson@nebraska.gov
Director of Community Service       
Brenda Ladd                                      472-5278              Bladd2@unl.edu
Directors of Membership

Vacant          
Director of Bylaws & Procedures and Chapter Historian   
Ron Carlson                                      471-0619               Ron.carlson@nebraska.gov
Director of Prof. Certification          
Michelle Raphael                              471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Co-Directors of Chapter Programs
               Jason Walters 

471-2793
jason.walters@nebraska.gov
               Zach Wells

326-3064 
zach.wells@nebraska.gov
Lincoln Chapter

Association Of Government Accountants

P.O. Box 94665

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4665
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