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Lincoln Chapter Association of Government Accountants 

www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – May, 2010
Message from the President

Five of your board members attended the Section Leadership Meeting (SLM) in Kansas City this month.  Sections 2 and 3 of AGA attended covering the central and western half of the nation.  It was very well organized and we gained much information to use in planning the coming chapter year.  Those attending along with me were:


Amy Wilson

President-Elect


Frank Faughn

Director of Education – PDC


Michelle Raphael
Director of Professional Certification


Rich Sanne

Director of Membership

The “How to Run a Successful Chapter” broke the year down into the seasons and highlighted the major activities.  Spring is for planning and summer is a time to finalize the plan and budget.  Fall is the time to share the plan with the membership and begin activities.  Winter is the wrap up of chapter activities.  A successful chapter uses the summer months to plan and budget.

AGA National executive emphasized the role of AGA in Advancing Government Accountability.  Take a look at the AGA website Performance and Accountability section to see examples of Citizen-Centric reporting.  

We had time to network with chapters from the Mid-Western region and share ideas.  This included a leadership workshop on the different types of leadership models.  We had an opportunity to meet AGA National office staff.  AGA will be introducing a new website in the next year.  

AGA continues to improve the quality and content of these meetings.  It is a valuable opportunity for board members and something to consider for those of you interested in serving on the board in the future.  There is great support from AGA National.  AGA National pays the expenses for four attendees from each chapter each year.  The Lincoln AGA Chapter agreed to pay the hotel expense for our fifth attendee this year.

We are very close to a Platinum designation but will not know the results until AGA National compiles the membership statistics.  We are not expecting to reach Platinum due to some dropped memberships.  If you have not renewed your membership, please consider doing so in the next week.  Many chapters in our region that traditionally earn Platinum designation are in the same situation.  We will know the results later in June.

Your board will be working this summer to develop a chapter plan that will bring you quality CPE events and chapter activities.  There is still time to give us your feedback through the chapter survey.  Feel free to contact any of the board members to give us your suggestions and feedback.

We are planning to attend a Salt Dogs game in June and hope you can attend!

Thank you,  Cindy Miserez

Calendar of Events
June 9 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour
June 25 - Friday - AGA Saltdogs Summer Social - 7:05 pm
September 15 – Wednesday – Fall PDC 

AGA Saltdogs Summer Social

The AGA Lincoln Chapter is hosting another summer family event for AGA members.  Mark your calendars for Friday, June 25 at 7:05 pm and join us for a Saltdogs game!  The Chapter will pay for game tickets for you and your family; however, if you do not attend you will be responsible for reimbursing the Chapter for the cost of the tickets (extenuating circumstances will be considered).  These are fabulous lower level reserved seats.  If you have questions, or to RSVP, contact Brenda Ladd at 472-5278 or bladd2@unl.edu.  Deadline to RSVP is Tuesday, June 23.

A message from RVP Elect Catherine Demes Maydew

Dear chapter leaders and chapter members

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself; some of your chapter leadership team members I met at the Sectional Leadership Meeting (SLM) earlier this month. Other members I have had the pleasure of working with for many years. 

I have been an active member of the AGA (Omaha Chapter) since April 1996. When I say active I mean that since I started with AGA I have held one of many chapter leadership positions. The value of my membership in AGA is priceless. Through AGA I have met so many great individuals, attended wonderful conferences, my professional development has been enhanced and my leadership skills sharpened as a team leader in the chapter level. 

I currently work for myself as an accounting consultant; which means I wear many hats for my various clients. I work for both nonprofit, for profit and government organizations - all unique but at the same time similar. I also do a fair amount of teaching and I just finished a year as an adjunct accounting professor at Creighton University.

As I start my next role in AGA as the RVP for the Midwest Region I look forward to meeting chapter members from around the region, working with the new chapter leaders and participating in as many events as I am able to. 

As the chapter’s head into summer season it is important to stay in touch – between the chapter leadership and the members. As the chapter leaders make their plans for next year it is the time for the members to contribute their ideas to help create the year that benefits everyone. If your leaders ask you to complete a survey, please take the time to answer the questions thoughtfully. Take the opportunity to drop these leaders a message and find out what they have planned for next year – participate in the planning – after all AGA is a “member” organization. Already today I have had two contacts from members of other chapters inquiring about what the Omaha Chapter has planned for CPE for next year. 

Have a safe and wonderful summer

Catherine 

Board Meeting Announcement and Agenda

Date:  Wednesday, June 9, 2010

Location:  6th Floor Nebraska State Office Building Conference Room B (Nebraska Department of Education)

Time:  12 noon for one hour

Agenda:

· Secretary

· Approval of April Meeting Minutes

· Treasurer  

· Approval of Treasurer’s Report

· Status of Year End

· Status of review of books

· Old Business

· Report from Section Leadership Meeting in Kansas City

· Schedule for June membership social activity

· Report on May Audio Conference

· New Business

· Membership

· Rally for Retention

· PDC Orlando

· Travel arrangements

· Available hotel scholarship

· PDC basket for fund raiser

· America Speaks Event

· Opportunity to partner with banking organization

· PDC September 15th
· Bill Miller 

· Mid Mo PDC August 24, 25, possible attendance from board

· Regional Website

· AGAmidwestern.org

· Blog now available

· Request for people to make test entries

· Chapter Plan due to National by July 15

· Discuss possible board retreat on Saturday morning June 19th
· Budget and CRP (Chapter Recognition Program) worksheets

· Chapter calendar development

· AGA Insider news items

· Audio conference

· Initial selections

· Need to purchase by August 1 to receive discount price

· Chapter Survey

· Board meeting schedule

· Other items

MEMBERSHIP – WE’RE ALL RESPONSIBLE

Greetings from your new Membership Chair! I have been a member of AGA for 18 months. I am just beginning service on your board as your Membership Chair.  The reason I accepted this position in our Lincoln Chapter is because I am so very impressed with AGA as an organization and with the members I have met.  The opportunities for growth in AGA are outstanding.

When your board members meet during the next month to plan education and public service activities for the coming year, we will also discuss our membership plans. Any organization is only as effective as its members make it.  I have met some very committed members in AGA in the brief time I have attended monthly meetings and educational events.  My hope for this next year is that we will all step forward and build on the foundation that has already been laid for our chapter.

If you know someone who would benefit from membership in AGA, invite them to a monthly meeting.  Do you know we will pay for your guest’s lunch at that meeting? If your guest joins AGA, we will pay for your lunch at a future monthly meeting.  The free lunches are an incentive to make it easy for someone to “check us out.”  The real advantage to membership lies in the contacts you make at the monthly meetings and the education you receive at our Professional Development Conferences and our audio conferences.  The focus on educational growth in this organization is second to none.

We will share more of our plans in future newsletters.  Until then, please share your ideas with us.  Your board wants to know what you think. I, personally, want your input on membership recruitment and retention or, how we can make your membership in this organization worth your time and investment. 
Thank you.  – Rich Sanne   

CGFM/Education update from SLM 2010 in Kansas City
1.  It was suggested that a weakness of the CGFM exam is that it fails to provide information to the test taker as to the areas where questions were missed.  This leaves a person in the dark as to what they need to study more on.
2.  Effect of Seminars/Conferences.  It was suggested that a survey be created to allow Chapters to learn more regarding the value of their Seminars and Conferences.  The principle focus of the survey would be participants of Seminars of four hours or more.  Frank Faughn of the Lincoln Chapter agreed to begin the process by submitting a few questions to the group.  Each other member is asked to add one or more questions to the list that Frank submits.
a.    The survey would be designed to see if the educational opportunities:

i.     Encouraged individuals to join the chapter;

ii.    Increased participation when membership fees were included in the registration               

            fee.

3.  Lunch & Learn Sessions for CGFM Training.  Interest has been noted in setting up special “Lunch & Learn” Sessions that would concentrate on topics related to the CGFM Examination.  Are there speakers and topics recommended that Chapters could use?  This could be bundled as one price for all or one price per call.  This idea will be discussed with national AGA.
4. Web Page.  The Committee felt it would be good to have a web page dedicated to Education so we could list popular speakers; survey results; and photos of educational activities at the various chapters.
The group discussed how to communicate this upcoming year, options included: another in-person meeting, video conferencing, conference calls and blogging.
Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for chapter meetings please call or email  Jason Walters, 471-2793, Jason.walters@nebraska.gov, or Zach Wells 326-3064, zach.wells@nebraska.gov
Guests

Bring a guest to a Chapter meeting.  They will get a free lunch.  If they join you get a free lunch.

Chapter Point Status as of May 31, 2010
	Our current standing as of May, 2010 is as follows: The elapsed time for the year is 100%.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Area
	Points
	Maximum
	Percentage

	
	Chapter Leadership, Planning, Participation
	3,000
	3,000
	100%

	
	Education and Professional Development
	4,000
	4,000
	100%

	
	Certification
	4,000
	4,000
	100%

	
	Communications
	3,000
	3,000
	100%

	
	Membership
	575
	3,000
	19%

	
	Early Careers and Student Members
	775
	2,000
	39%

	
	Community Service
	2,000
	2,000
	100%

	
	Chapter Awards Program
	1,000
	1,000
	100%

	
	TOTALS
	18,350
	22,000
	83%


Please note:  Membership points have not yet been officially added by National.  We have been advised that National will award the Lincoln Chapter 2,300 additional points for membership bringing that total to 2,875 or 95% of total.  This will bring our grand total to 21,225 and we will achieve Platinum award level.  

Chapter Recognition Program Award Levels

Bronze

12,000 to 14,500
55-65%

Silver

14,501 to 17,000
66-76%

Gold

17,001 to 19,500
77-86%

Platinum
19,501 to 22,000
87-100%

Submitted by:  Cindy Miserez - President 

Email Addresses

Please remember to send any email address changes to Tim Channer so the mailing list can be updated.  Thanks

Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 
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	BUDGET INFORMATION
	 
	TREASURER'S REPORT
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2009-2010
	

	Year 2009-2010
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	March 1, 2010
	 
	$23,117.42 
	

	Receipts:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Spring Conference
	$11,800.00 
	$6,030.00 
	$5,770.00 
	 
	Receipts:
	 
	 
	

	 
	Fall Conference
	$11,800.00
	$11,690.00 
	$110.00 
	 
	 
	Spring PDC
	$1,190.00 
	 

	 
	Meeting & Year End Mtg.
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Educational Events
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Educational Events-Audios
	$100.00 
	$25.00 
	$75.00 
	 
	 
	Misc. Income
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Misc. Income
	$200.00 
	$312.00 
	($112.00)
	 
	 
	 
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Interest Income
	$175.00 
	$31.26 
	$143.74 
	 
	 
	Interest Income
	$0.09 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Receipts
	 
	$1,190.09 
	

	 
	Total Receipts:
	$24,375.00 
	$18,088.26 
	$6,286.74 
	 
	 Disbursements:
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Membership
	$0.00
	 

	 
	Disbursements:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Educ. Non-PDC
	$350.00 
	 

	 
	Chapter Leadership
	$2,250.00 
	$509.90 
	$1,740.10 
	 
	 
	Educ. - PDC
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Education - Non-PDC
	$2,150.00 
	$1,950.00 
	$200.00 
	 
	 
	Membership
	$128.50 
	 

	 
	Education - PDC
	$15,000.00 
	$10,545.67 
	$4,454.33 
	 
	 
	Community Service
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Certification
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Recruit./Mentoring
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Communications
	$700.00 
	$187.50 
	$512.50 
	 
	 
	Speaker Meals
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Membership Support
	$3,250.00 
	$2,209.63 
	$1,040.37 
	 
	 
	Misc. Expense
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Early Careers
	$175.00 
	$0.00 
	$175.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Disbursements
	$478.50 

	 
	Community Service
	$500.00 
	$100.00 
	$400.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Chapter Award
	$50.00 
	$50.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	March 31. 2010
	 
	$23,829.01 
	

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	Checking
	$13,519.34 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	Certificates of Deposit
	$10,309.67 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 Total
	 
	$23,829.01 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Disbursements:
	$24,375.00 
	$15,552.70 
	$8,822.30 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


2010-2011 Chapter Officers and Board Members
President                                 
Cindy Miserez                     471-4174           CMiserez@cox.net
President-Elect                        
Amy Wilson

 471-0616           Amy.wilson@nebraska.gov
Secretary                                           Dori Smidt                          472-4844           Dsmidt2@unl.edu
Treasurer                                           Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           Dan.albrecht@nebraska.gov
Past-President                                   Don Arp Jr.                          219-8000           DonArpJr@gmail.com
 

Board Members 
Co-Directors of Communications
Tim Channer - Newsletter                 326-3043               tchanner@windstream.net
Lonnie Fierstein - Webpage               471-6822              Lonnie.fierstein@nebraska.gov        
Director of Education               
Frank Faughn – Chapter PDC’s
479-3680
  frankjr1951@hotmail.com
Ralene Cheng – Audio Conferences
471-0610                Ralene.Cheng@nebraska.gov
Director of Community Service       
Brenda Ladd                                      472-5278               Bladd2@unl.edu
Directors of Membership

Rich Sanne           

471-6839
  Richard.Sanne@nebraska.gov
Director of Bylaws & Procedures and Chapter Historian   
Ron Carlson                                      471-0619               Ron.carlson@nebraska.gov
Director of Prof. Certification          
Michelle Raphael                              471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Co-Directors of Chapter Programs
               Jason Walters 

471-2793
  jason.walters@nebraska.gov
               Zach Wells

326-3064 
  zach.wells@nebraska.gov
Lincoln Chapter

Association Of Government Accountants

P.O. Box 94665

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4665
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