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Lincoln Chapter Association of Government Accountants 

www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – October, 2010

President’s Message

Our next chapter membership meeting is November 3rd.  Watch for an email of the details.  Last month’s meeting on the Nebraska Historical Society revealed the many resources available to us through the Historical Society.  Our next speaker will tell us about the Capitol restoration and related information.  Call another member and bring a friend to this meeting.  

We are offering five scholarships to those in the first three years of their government career or students working as interns in our government offices and businesses.  Three of those memberships are in the works and there are two left.  Board members are looking for potential candidates.

On November 18th, the Omaha AGA Chapter is having their fall PDC.  The details are on their website: http://omahaaga.org/ .  Topics include GASB, budgeting and social networking.  CPE is such a great AGA value.
Lincoln AGA Chapter December events include the membership meeting on December 1st and the audio conference on December 8th, Internal Controls and Management’s Risk Assessments – Thoughts on SAS 109 and SAS 115.  

We have some community service events in December and need your participation for Adopt-A-Family and Salvation Army Bell Ringing.  

That is what is coming up for the Lincoln AGA Chapter.  I hope you are able to participate in several of these events.  

Cindy Miserez – President - AGA Lincoln Chapter - cmiserez@cox.net  402-850-8553

AGA November 2010 Chapter Meeting 

Time:  11:45 am  

Date:   Wednesday – November 3rd

Location: Buzzard Billy’s – Banquet Room in the Basement (247 N. 8th St. Ste 101 (8th & "Q" St.)) 
Speaker: Bob Ripley – Capitol Commission 

Members – Bring a guest and their lunch is free.  If they join AGA you get a free lunch.

Registration should be available on the Chapter website at some point.  If registration is not available check back or just go to the chapter meeting.

Calendar of Events
November 3 – Wednesday – Monthly Chapter Meeting - 11:45

Nov. 17 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour
December 1 – Wednesday – Monthly Chapter Meeting - 11:45

Dec. 8 – Wednesday - Audio Conf. - Internal Control and Risk Assessment—Thoughts from SAS 109 and 115

Dec. 15 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour
January 5 – Wednesday – Monthly Chapter Meeting - 11:45

January 19 – Wednesday - Audio Conference - Are We Winning the Improper Payments Battle?

January 19 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room A or B - 12 noon for one hour
February 2 – Wednesday – Monthly Chapter Meeting - 11:45

February 16 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room A or B - 12 noon for one hour
February 16 – Wednesday – Training event – Audio Conference – NE Department of Roads 

March 2 – Wednesday - Audio Conference - Auditing Tools

March 2 – Wednesday – Monthly Chapter Meeting - 11:45

March 16 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room A or B - 12 noon for one hour
April 6 – Wednesday – Monthly Chapter Meeting - 11:45

April 19 – Tuesday - AGA Spring PDC

April 20 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour
May 4 – Wednesday – Monthly Chapter Meeting - 11:45

May 18 – Wednesday - Audio Conference - Ethics

May 18 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room A or B - 12 noon for one hour
September 21 Wednesday - AGA Fall PDC
Audio Conference

Title:  Internal Control and Management’s Risk Assessments - Thoughts from SAS 109 and 115

Date: Wednesday, December 8, 2010

Time: 1:00 – 2:50 p.m. Central Standard Time

Location:  State Capitol - Hearing Room to be announced

CPE: Two credit hours

Learning Objectives: To understand why it is so important that management take their internal control and risk responsibilities seriously

Prerequisite: Some familiarity with internal controls and risk

Advance Prep: None required           
Field of Study: Auditing (Government)
Cost:  Free to members.  Non-members $25 at the door.

Registration: Should be available on the Chapter website.  If not just come to the Audio.
AGA, in conjunction with the National Association of State Auditors, Comptrollers and Treasurers and the Association of Local Government Auditors is pleased to announce a new and increasingly important topic to our audio conference schedule—management’s role in performing risk assessments and establishing good internal controls.
Proper internal control systems are imperative in any organization. Management is responsible for ensuring the internal control system is established, functioning and properly monitored. This session covers the components and objectives of internal control and takes a serious look at performing a detailed management’s assessment of internal control and risk. The program will also cover the Top 10 internal control failures as identified by the presenter.
To share his practical experience in auditing and academic research on internal controls and fraud is William A. Morehead, Ph.D., CGFM, CPA, chair of Accountancy, CIS and Finance, Delta State University, AGA Immediate Past National President, AGA Past National Treasurer and member of AGA’s National Executive Committee.

Please join us for two hours of lively discussion about this important and timely topic. In addition to the speaker’s commentary, about 20 minutes will be set aside participants can ask the speaker questions and share their own experiences.

Bell Ringing for the Salvation Army Kettle Campaign

The Chapter is once again ringing bells at Westfield Gateway Mall as a community service project.  The available dates are November 23, 24, 25, 30 and December 1 and 2.  The time slot available each day is 6:00 - 8:00 pm.  Please contact Brenda Ladd at 472-5278 or bladd2@unl.edu to volunteer.
Adopt a Family

Lincoln AGA Chapter is adopting a family for the holidays.  Here is the information about the family and their wish list items:
She is a single mom with two children, a daughter who is 7 and a son who is 3.  She had been residing at the City Mission and recently moved into her own place.  She is seeking permanent employment and trying to get back on her feet.
Mom (23 years old)- 
Pink or Red Husker Sweater 
Pink or Red Husker Hat 
13 X 9 inch or 11 X 7 Baking Dish 
Kitchen Timer 
Mixing Bowls 
Cutting Board 
Cookie Sheet 
Nail/Hair Accessories 
Photo Album 
Black Medium Size Purse or Wallet 
Black Slippers 
Queen Size Blanket 
Bocce Ball Set or Horseshoe Set 
Mom wears size small for shirts and size 1-2 or 3-4 for pants (she is very petite) 
  
Girl (7 years old)- 
Bracelet Kit or Bead/Jewelry Set 
Uno Spin Game 
Zhu Zhu Pets and Accessories 
Sorry Game 
20 Questions Handheld Game (Purple) 
Dolly and Me Doll 
Disney Princess Tangled Rapunzel Barbie 
Hat/Scarf 
Pink or Purple Room Decorations 
Glow in the Dark Moon and Stars Kit 
FurReal Friends or Teacup Pup 
Scooter 
Little Girl wears size 8 pants and size 8 shirts 
  
Boy (3 years old) 
Hat/Scarf 
Perfection (Game) 
Kids Basketball Hoop 
Farm Animals 
Dinosaurs 
Tool Set 
Spiderman Figures 
Trucks/Airplanes/Motorcycles 
Thomas and Friends Trains and Tracks 
Blue or Green Room Decorations 
Playmat Puzzle 
Kung Zhu Pets 
Emergency Vehicles (police, fire trucks, etc) 
Little Boy wears 3T Pants and 3T Shirts 

Delivery of gift items will be included in the November newsletter.  Please contact Brenda Ladd at 472-5278 or bladd2@unl.edu with any questions.
CGFM Promotion

Need an extra incentive to apply for the CGFM Program? 

Here it is:  From September 1 until December 31, 2010 we'll give a rebate of $20 for CGFM applications received with the assistance of AGA chapters.

In order to receive a $20 rebate, 

1. The complete CGFM application (application form, $85 application fee and copy of the transcript) must be received by AGA Office of Professional Certification during the period of September 1 through December 31, 2010. 

2. The CGFM application form must have the promotional phrase: "CGFM chapter promotion - Lincoln Chapter AGA" written at the bottom of the form. If the application is submitted online, the applicant must put this phrase in the last question: "How did you learn about the CGFM Program?"

Important notes:
- A full application fee of $85 must be paid at the time of application. The $20 check will be sent to the applicant by mail in January. 

- The applicant must put the words "CGFM chapter promotion" AND the name of your chapter on the application form in order to receive the rebate.

- It is preferable that the applications are submitted by the applicants themselves and not by the chapter. The applicant does not have to be a chapter member in order to receive the rebate.

But that is not all...
The chapter that encouraged the most applications submitted as part of this promotion in the four-month period of September-December 2010 will also receive $20 X the number of applications that quoted that particular chapter! PLUS every chapter listed on the application (in the promotional phrase as described above) will receive 50 BONUS CREDITS (Chapter Recognition Program) per application! 

Special bonus: any chapter that encouraged at least 5 completed applications to be submitted during September 1-December 31, 2010 period (and listed in the “CGFM chapter promotion” phrase) will receive a complete set of CGFM study guides free!

Network with AGA Online Anytime


Become a Fan of AGA on Facebook

Create a Linkedin Profile

Follow AGA on Twitter

Visit AGA on GovLoop
Training Event - Ethics Audio Conference
Location: NE Department of Roads Auditorium
Cost:  Free to AGA members
Date:  February 16, 2011 

Time: 2 – 4 pm CST.  Registration details will be provided later.
CPE:  Two hours have been applied for

This event is being co-sponsored by:  Lincoln Chapter AGA, Omaha Chapter AGA, Nebraska Association for Financial Professionals and EPCOR.

 

TITLE:  THE YEAR IN REVIEW:  AN ETHICAL PERSPECTIVE
 
A look at the headline cases that left us wondering, "What were they thinking at that agency?" or "How did they miss that?" An in-depth examination of the missteps by government officials and employees from the past year.  Included in the discussion will be the MMS's mispricing of government leases, the $12 million from Iraqi reconstruction contracts that made its way into the checking accounts of private citizens, the pay-to-play bond contracts, and the overvalued pension plans that resulted from side agreements on what the numbers should look like, not what they actually were. From conflicts to payments to surfing the net to refusals to look into questions and issues because of political pressure or just the fear of job loss .  What do you do when a county supervisor is using the county credit card for personal expenses?  How do you handle excessive travel by public officials?  And who has the authority to require a re-bid on a contract that has already been awarded? And what about those consultants everyone keeps bringing in -- are the payments proper?

 

The wide range of cases allows for the discussion of ethical decision analysis -- help from a structured model for ethical decisions and, on occasion, those difficult conversations of confrontation.

 

Speaker:  Marianne Jennings
AGA Lincoln Chapter - Chapter Executive Committee (CEC) - 
Board Meeting Announcement and Agenda

Date:  Wednesday, November 17, 2010

Location:  6th Floor Nebraska State Office Building Conference Room B (Nebraska Department of Education)

Time:  12 noon for one hour

Agenda:

· Secretary

· Approval of September Meeting Minutes

· Treasurer  

· Approval of Treasurer’s Report

· Leadership, Planning and Participation

· Chapter plan

· Chapter budget

· Regional and national AGA participation

· CRP Chapter Recognition Program first quarter results (July 1 – Sept. 30, may include June also)


· Education and Professional Development

· PDC

· Planning for April 2011 and September 2011

· Audio Conferences

· CGFM

· February 2011 Ethics speaker


· Certification


· Communications

· Newsletter

· Website


· Membership

· December membership meetings

· Growth, recruitment, retention


· Early Careers and Student Members

Community Service

· Adopt-A-Family

· Salvation Army Bell Ringing

· Other possibilities for community service


· Awards

CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES – Sept 1, 2010

The Sept 1, 2010 chapter meeting was held at Tico’s.  Frank announced the upcoming PDC.
The speaker was Andy Cunningham, Government Affairs Assistant Manager for the Nebraska Department of Roads.  He talked about the “ARRA” American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  He handed out information showing the amount of funds NDOR has received from the US DOT Federal Highway and how it has been distributed.  He noted that of the 121 projects awarded, 26 have been completed.  Of those remaining, any funds that are not used will be redistributed following same guidelines as initial distribution of funds.  Also passed out a timeline showing how quickly it is expected the ARRA funds are to be used with Sept 30, 2015 the last day ARRA funds will be allowed to be expended.  
The following members were present:  Dan Albrecht, Judy Alderman, Kristi Bourke, Ron Carlson, Ralene Cheng, Frank Faughn, Lonnie Fierstein, Ramona Hartley, Dorothy Porath, Michelle Raphael, Lynda Roesler, Ken Rouch, Dori Smidt, Bruce Snyder, Robert Timme, Zach Wells, Amy Wilson, Gail Witzki, and Curtis Youngman.  Guests included Tammie Moore (with Dori Smidt), Michael Keays (with Linda Roesler), and Jake Porter (with Michelle Raphael). 

Frank Faughn was the winner of the free lunch.

Presented by Dori Smidt.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES – Sept 22, 2010

In attendance:  Tim Channer, Dori Smidt, Amy Wilson, Ron Carlson, Ralene Cheng, Jason Walters, Dan Albrecht, and Cindy Miserez.  
Business – Minutes for the August Board meeting were e-mailed out but will be approved next month after posted in newsletter.  Amy verified some items in regards to properly capturing points with board members.

Treasurer’s Report – Noted little activity.  One of the PDC speakers from Spring noted they cannot accept the gift card therefore it will be donated to the Santa Cop program.  Ron moved to approve both July and August Treasurer Reports and Amy seconded.  All in favor.

Early Careers – Noted some new students in a few state departments.  Tim C  moved and Jason 2nd to pay up to 5 student members on a first come basis for this year to encourage them to join.  Motion passed.

Fall PDC – Discussed that all went well at the conference.  Asked that a summary of total revenue and expenses be shared at next board meeting.  Dates have been set for April 20th and Sept 21st 2011. Everyone is asked to start thinking of speakers for next year.  Also discussed signing a contract with Country Inn and Suites to lock in the dates and rates.  Concern over the cancelation clause and how much money we would be out if we didn’t cancel within a certain date.  Discussion tabled to next meeting. 

Audio Conferences – Dan moved and Ron 2nd to charge $25 nonmembership fee at Audio conferences.  Motion passed.  Won’t apply to events that are co-sponsored.  Next event is scheduled for Oct 20th.
Education – Noted on February 16, 2011, the Roads Dept is hosting in their auditorium from 2-4 an Ethics speaker.  Event is free to everyone. 
Chapter Programs – Next meetings are scheduled for Oct 6th and Nov 3rd.  Details to be e-mailed later.  Also noted since we don’t have a membership coordinator, attendance listings are to be kept by the President.
Community Service – Last year AGA was asked to participate in the Buddy walk.  Cindy will talk to Brenda Ladd about getting info for this event in order to participate this year.  She will also talk to Brenda about ringing bells and adopt a family as the holiday season is quickly approaching.  

Newsletter – Tim C. needs the newsletter information by Sept 28th.

Meeting was adjourned. Presented by Dori Smidt.
CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES – Oct 6, 2010

The Oct 6, 2010 chapter meeting was held at Billy’s.  

The speaker was Deb McWilliams from the Nebraska State Historical Society.  She shared with the group the numerous locations owned by the State Historical Society around Nebraska, how the society is organized and governed, along with passing out information on upcoming events and how to become a member.  She pointed out that EVERYONE has some interest in history as anything that has happened is “history”.    

The following members were present:  Dan Albrecht, Judy Alderman, Ron Carlson, Pat Cole, Frank Faughn, Lonnie Fierstein, Ramona Hartley, Cindy Miserez, Dorothy Porath, Jake Porter, Lynda Roesler, Ken Rouch, Richard Sanne, Dori Smidt, Bruce Snyder, Jason Walters, Amy Wilson, and Gail Witzki.  Guests included Michael Keays (with Amy Wilson). 

Richard Sanne was the winner of the free lunch.

Presented by Dori Smidt.
Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for chapter meetings please call or email  Jason Walters, 471-2793, Jason.walters@nebraska.gov, or Zach Wells 326-3064, zach.wells@nebraska.gov
Guests

Bring a guest to a Chapter meeting.  They will get a free lunch.  If they join you get a free lunch.

Email Addresses

Please remember to send any email address changes to Tim Channer so the mailing list can be updated.  Thanks

Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 
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	BUDGET INFORMATION
	 
	TREASURER'S REPORT
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2010-2011
	

	Year 2010-2011
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	September 1, 2010
	 
	$18,000.04 
	

	Receipts:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Spring Conference
	$11,800.00 
	$160.00 
	$11,640.00 
	 
	Receipts:
	 
	 
	

	 
	Fall Conference
	$11,800.00
	$8,020.00 
	$3,780.00 
	 
	 
	Fall PDC
	$8,020.00 
	 

	 
	Meeting & Year End Mtg.
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Educational Events
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Educational Events-Audios
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	Misc. Income
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Misc. Income
	$200.00 
	$0.00 
	$200.00 
	 
	 
	 
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Interest Income
	$175.00 
	$15.39 
	$159.61 
	 
	 
	Interest Income
	$0.07 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Receipts
	 
	$8,020.07 
	

	 
	Total Receipts:
	$24,375.00 
	$8,195.39 
	$16,179.61 
	 
	 Disbursements:
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Chapter Leadership
	$25.00
	 

	 
	Disbursements:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Educ. Non-PDC
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Chapter Leadership
	$2,250.00 
	$159.00 
	$2,091.00 
	 
	 
	Educ. - PDC
	$4,056.13 
	 

	 
	Education - Non-PDC
	$2,150.00 
	$1,371.13 
	$778.87 
	 
	 
	Membership
	$50.30 
	 

	 
	Education - PDC
	$15,000.00 
	$5,372.39 
	$9,627.61 
	 
	 
	Community Service
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Certification
	$300.00 
	$0.00 
	$300.00 
	 
	 
	Membership
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Communications
	$700.00 
	$225.00 
	$475.00 
	 
	 
	Speaker Meals
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Membership Support
	$3,250.00 
	$646.55 
	$2,603.45 
	 
	 
	Misc. Expense
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Early Careers
	$175.00 
	$0.00 
	$175.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Disbursements
	$4,131.43 

	 
	Community Service
	$500.00 
	$100.00 
	$400.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Chapter Award
	$50.00 
	$0.00 
	$50.00 
	 
	September 30. 2010
	 
	$21,888.68 
	

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	Checking
	$11,564.02 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	Certificates of Deposit
	$10,324.66 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 Total
	 
	$21,888.68 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Disbursements:
	$24,375.00 
	$7,874.07 
	$16,500.93 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


2010-2011 Chapter Officers and Board Members
President                                 
Cindy Miserez                     471-4174           CMiserez@cox.net
President-Elect                        
Amy Wilson

 471-0616           Amy.wilson@nebraska.gov
Secretary                                           Dori Smidt                          472-4844           Dsmidt2@unl.edu
Treasurer                                           Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           Dan.albrecht@nebraska.gov
Past-President                                   Don Arp Jr.                          219-8000           DonArpJr@gmail.com
 

Board Members 
Co-Directors of Communications
Tim Channer - Newsletter                 326-3043               tchanner@windstream.net
Lonnie Fierstein - Webpage               471-6822              Lonnie.fierstein@nebraska.gov        
Director of Education               
Frank Faughn – Chapter PDC’s
479-3680
  frankjr1951@hotmail.com
Ralene Cheng – Audio Conferences
471-0610                Ralene.Cheng@nebraska.gov
Director of Community Service       
Brenda Ladd                                      472-5278               Bladd2@unl.edu
Directors of Membership

Rich Sanne           

471-6839
  Richard.Sanne@nebraska.gov
Director of Bylaws & Procedures and Chapter Historian   
Ron Carlson                                      471-0619               Ron.carlson@nebraska.gov
Director of Prof. Certification          
Michelle Raphael                              471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Co-Directors of Chapter Programs
               Jason Walters 

471-2793
  jason.walters@nebraska.gov
               Zach Wells

326-3064 
  zach.wells@nebraska.gov
Lincoln Chapter

Association Of Government Accountants

P.O. Box 94665

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4665







9

[image: image1.png]'AGA.

LINCOLN
CHAPTER




[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.jpg]


