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Lincoln Chapter Association of Government Accountants 

www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – December, 2011
President’s Message - December 30, 2011

Dear Fellow Chapter Members:
It is not too late to register for the Business Writing course on January 4th.  It will be held in the State Office Building, Lower Level C from 1:00 – 4:00.  It is free to AGA members and $50.00 for non-members.  A request for CPE has been submitted to the Nebraska Board of Public Accountancy and they are currently reviewing the course to see if it qualifies for CPE.  An announcement about CPE will be made at the event.

Due to the Business Writing course falling on the same day as the monthly chapter meeting, there will not be a chapter meeting in January.  I hope to see everyone at the Business Writing course.  The February chapter meeting will be on February 1st at Starlite Lounge.  The speaker is going to be Katie Spohn from the Attorney General’s Office.  Her topic is going to be states’ rights. 

I am so happy to “WELCOME” back to our AGA family Past- President Randy Gerke and Sheryl Hesseltine.  Randy and Sheryl are employees of the NE Public Employees Retirement System.

The Lincoln chapter is extending its’ Membership Drive into January.  If someone joins AGA in January they will get 14 months of membership for the price of 12 months. That is 14 months for just $90.00. By joining in January, you could attend three audio conferences, the Business Writing course, and the Advanced Excel: Tips and Tricks for Power Users at no cost. They will also be able to attend the Spring and Fall PDCs at the member rate. By joining AGA there is a potential savings of $190.00.

Have a great 2012.

Amy Wilson, C.P.A., Chapter President

Calendar of Events
January – No Chapter Meeting this month

January 4 – Business Writing Class 

January 11 – Audio Conference – Getting a Handle on Internal Controls – NSOB Lower Level F

January 18 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour

January 21, 2012 SLMR in Kansas City 
February 1 – Wednesday – Monthly Chapter Meeting – 11:45

February 8 – Audio Conference – Financial Management
February 15 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour

February 25 – Community Service Event - Junior Achievement Bowlathon

March 7 – Wednesday – Monthly Chapter Meeting – 11:45

March 21 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour

April 4 – Wednesday – Monthly Chapter Meeting – 11:45

April 18 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour

April 25 - Wednesday - AGA Spring PDC

May 2 – Wednesday – Monthly Chapter Meeting – 11:45

May16 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour

May 23 – Audio Conference – Ethics
September 27- Thursday – Fall PDC
The Lincoln AGA Chapter is Offering a Business Writing Class
Wednesday - January 4th, 2012, 1:00-4:00 PM
State Office Building Lower Level C
Presenter: Jana Langemach
Business Writing Including Reports and Email
Members Free, Non-Members $50
Register on the Chapter Website

Audio Conference – Getting a Handle on Internal Controls

Date: Wednesday, January 11, 2012

Time: 1:00 – 2:50

Location: Nebraska State Office Building, LLF

CPE: 2 credit hours

Cost: Free to AGA members, $25 to nonmembers

Register on the Lincoln Chapter AGA website www.lincolnneaga.org
Course outline:

This audio conference addresses the elements of internal controls from top management to operating levels. It includes the consequences of failing to pay attention to organization operations and the internal control environment, so often overlooked by auditors and management alike. Major inefficiencies creep into organizations with little or no internal controls, creating an environment where fraud, waste and abuse can, and often does, occur. 

To share his knowledge and expertise about internal controls in William D. Miller, CGFM, CIA, county auditor, Johnson County, Kansas, and member of AGA’s National Executive Committee.

Community Service Event - Junior Achievement Bowlathon

The Chapter is again counting money for the Junior Achievement Bowlathon.  The date is February 25.  More information will be provided next month.
Apply for 2012 National Academic Scholarships

Are you or a family member pursuing undergraduate or graduate studies in disciplines such as accounting, auditing, budgeting, economics, finance, information technology, public administration, etc.? If so, consider applying for an AGA National Academic Scholarship today!
Each year, AGA National awards:

· Up to four $3,000 full-time merit scholarships to AGA members and their family members, 

· Up to two $1,000 part-time merit scholarships to AGA members and their family members, and 

· One $3,000 community service scholarship
The deadline for receipt of applications is Friday, March 30, 2012.  Apply now and take full advantage of your AGA membership.  Download a copy of the application, or contact Louise Kapelewski.

CGFM Exam

Interested in the CGFM certification? Sign up for AGA’s special Intensive Review Course and take the CGFM Examinations after the National Leadership Conference (NLC). Don’t miss this opportunity to earn your CGFM.
The Intensive Review Course will take place from 8:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 27, and Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2012. The CGFM Examinations will be offered by appointment only on February 29 –March 2, 2012.
The cost of the course is only $279 for qualified participants, and offers 18 CPE hours.
Special Bonus: The CGFM Examinations are offered at no cost to course attendees. The cost of this course is not included in the NLC registration fee.

You may view more information and registration information at the following webpage:

            http://agacgfm.org/nlc_2012/cgfm_exams.htm

CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES – December 7, 2011
The meeting was held at Valentino’s (35th & Holdrege Street location) with a total of twenty-three members and four guests in attendance. 

The program speaker was State Senator Heath Mello.  His presentation focused on his experience in the State Legislature as a young senator.  During his presentation, he briefly discussed the state budget and indicated recent revenues were coming in above projections.  He shared his view on performance based budgeting and mentioned the general public is demanding increased accountability and transparency.  He also mentioned the need to increase the general public’s knowledge of how government operates in order to create more public trust in government.  Senator Mello shared his belief that the quality of the workforce is the key to economic success and that the legislature should let state agencies decide what is best for their constituency.   At the end of his presentation, he answered questions from the audience.  

Amy Wilson reminded everyone of the Business Writing Workshop scheduled for January 4, 2012.  Workshop brochures were distributed at the meeting.  In closing, she wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Dori Smidt was the winner of the free lunch.

Presented by Ron Theasmeyer, Chapter Secretary.

CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES - November 2, 2011

The meeting was held at the Old Chicago Restaurant (downtown location) with a total of twenty-eight members and nine guests in attendance. 

The program speaker was Dr. Stephen Joel, Superintendent of Lincoln Public Schools.  His presentation focused on the aftermath of the fire that destroyed the Lincoln Public Schools Administration Building.  During his presentation, he shared the importance of a establishing an internal committee, which included staff leadership, to assess the situation and to develop a course of action.  In addition, he discussed the importance of having a disaster recovery plan in place.  Dr. Joel also indicated they were considering a couple locations on which to rebuild and that a decision would be made at the next School Board Meeting.  At the end of his presentation, he answered questions from the audience. 

As a reminder, Amy mentioned we were ringing bells for the Salvation Army from November 28th through December 1st and looking for a few more volunteers.  She also mentioned, we will be accepting “Adopt a Family” donations at our next Chapter Meeting. 

Presented by Ron Theasmeyer, Chapter Secretary.

BOARD MEETING MINUTES – October 19, 2011

Amy Wilson called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m. 

Board Members Present:  Dan Albrecht, Tim Baker, Ron Carlson, Tim Channer, Frank Faughn, Lonnie Fierstein, Brenda Ladd, Cindy Miserez, Laura Poots, Ken Rauch, Linda Roesler, Ron Theasmeyer, Jason Walters and Amy Wilson.

Amy shared information on the “Writing for Professionals” workshop.  She mentioned a conference room in the lower level of the State Office Building has been reserved for the afternoon of January 4, 2012 for this workshop.  Amy indicated attendance is limited to the first 70 registrants and her recommendation is to allow members to attend for free (adding value to membership).  She is also working with the State Board of Accountancy to approve 3 hours of CPE credit for the workshop.  After brief discussion about the workshop and the speaker fee, a motion was made by Cindy to pay the presenter, Jana Langemach, $700.00 and allow members to attend this workshop at no charge.  Tim Baker seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  A separate motion was made by Frank and seconded by Ken to charge a $50.00 registration fee to non-members attending this workshop.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Amy reminded the Board that our next Chapter Meeting will be held on November 2nd at Old Chicago.  Old Chicago does require a reservation count and they will offer us a choice of 4 entrees at $10.95 each.  Dr. Stephen Joel, Superintendent of Lincoln Public Schools, will be our speaker.  Amy briefly discussed National changes to SLM’s, social media presence by the Chapter (i.e. Facebook) and the year-end Awards Luncheon with the Board.

Business – Ron mentioned the September 7th Chapter Meeting minutes were published in the September newsletter.  Having received no changes to these minutes, approval was requested.  Frank moved to approve the minutes as published and Tim Baker seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

Dan reviewed the treasurer’s report covering the period from September 1 – 30, 2011 and reported that we had a bank account balance on hand of $23,738.41 as of September 30st.  He mentioned year-to-date receipts totaled $9,355.32 and year-to-date disbursements totaled $7,478.16.  Dan indicated a majority of the year-to-date receipts is from Fall PDC registration fees.  Also $379.00 was received in recruitment funds from National.  Regarding disbursements, $3.606.87 has been spent on the Fall PDC and $1,085.30 identified as National PDC was for Amy’s travel expenses to attend this event.  Ron Theasmeyer moved to approve the September, 2011 treasurer report as presented.  Tim Baker seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Education – Frank mentioned he was preparing for the Spring PDC and suggested the Board consider having one speaker cover various topics throughout the day instead of multiple speakers.  Having only one speaker should cut down on speaker travel expenses associated with the Conference.  He also suggested having a keynote luncheon speaker such as the AGA President-Elect.  The speaker, Frank had in mind, was Dennis Dycus.  Dennis works for the State of Tennessee’s Controller’s Office and holds CPA and CFE designations.  His fee for the entire day would be $2,500 plus travel expenses and he would cover a variety of topics such as fraud examinations, interrogation techniques, improved auditing techniques, etc.  Frank indicated he had previously attended one of Dennis’ presentations and was very impressed with it.  The Board was very receptive to Frank’s suggestion.  A motion was made by Frank and seconded by Ken to have Dennis Dycus as our presenter at the Spring PDC and to extend an invitation to the AGA President-Elect, Evelyn Brown to be our keynote luncheon speaker.  Motion passed unanimously.  Frank also mentioned this year’s Fall PDC was another success and netted approximately $2,200 for the Chapter.

Amy mentioned that Ralene has accepted a new position with the Nebraska Supreme Court.  Congratulations Ralene!   She also mentioned we are currently registered for the following audio conferences:  December 14th – Fraud, January 11th – Getting a Handle on Internal Controls, February 8th – Financial Management and May 23rd – Ethics. 

Community Service – Brenda thanked those Board members who participated in and helped out with the “Step Up for Down’s Syndrome Walk”.  Brenda mentioned most of the time slots for the Salvation Army bell ringing have been filled.  The only time slot remaining is 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 30th.  Please contact Brenda if you can help out at this time.

Membership – Tim Baker discussed the membership drive and recommended allowing new members who join in December to receive 15 months of membership for the price of 12 during their first year.

Early Careers – Cindy reported the Southeast Community College Career Fair will be held on Wednesday, November 2nd.  Cindy also mentioned the Omaha AGA Chapter will be holding a half-day PDC on Thursday, November 17th from 12:30 – 4:30 p.m.  This conference qualifies for 4 hours of CPE.  

Accountability Outreach – Amy reported to the Board that the Chapter’s Citizen-Centric Report was submitted to National by the September 30th due date and expressed her appreciation to those involved in putting together the report.

Social – No report.
Communications – Tim Channer mentioned information for the October newsletter is due to him by October  25th.

Chapter Programs – Amy reported our next Chapter Meeting is scheduled for November 2nd at Old Chicago (downtown location).   Dr. Stephen Joel, Superintendent of Lincoln Public Schools will be our speaker and the topic will be “Leadership in Crisis”.  Amy mentioned we need speakers for our February, March and May Chapter Meetings.  The names Katie Spahn with the AG’s Office and Mike Heavican came up as potential speakers for these meetings.

Meeting was adjourned at 1:09 p.m.

The next Board Meeting is scheduled for noon, Wednesday, November 16th at the Nebraska Department of Education.

Presented by Ron Theasmeyer, Chapter Secretary.

BOARD MEETING MINUTES – November 16, 2011

Amy Wilson called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m. 

Board Members Present:  Dan Albrecht, Tim Baker, Ron Carlson, Tim Channer, Frank Faughn, Cindy Miserez, Michelle Raphael, Ken Rauch, Ron Theasmeyer, Zach Wells and Amy Wilson.

Amy opened the meeting by announcing that Ralene Cheng has passed the CGFM exam.  Congratulations on a job well-done Ralene!  Amy mentioned that our next chapter meeting will be December 7th at Valentino’s located at 3457 Holdrege Street.  Our speaker for this event will be State Senator Heath Mello.  She also reminded board members to bring their Adopt-A-Family donations to the meeting.  In addition, a motion was made by Michelle and seconded by Ron Carlson for the Chapter to make a $100 donation to Adopt-A-Family.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Amy reported the annual SLMR conference will be held in Kansas City, MO on January 21st.  A motion was made by Michelle and seconded by Frank for the Chapter to pay the registration fee and reimburse mileage for those board members attending the conference.  Motion passed unanimously.  Also, it was noted the SLM conference will be held May 18th and 19th at the Planet Hollywood Resort in Las Vegas, NV.

Ken mentioned he was working with Easel Solutions on providing an Advanced Excel training class in March, 2012.  He indicated the trainer is MS Certified and the training qualifies for 4 hours of CPE.  A motion was made by Cindy and seconded by Michelle to provide Advanced Excel training to members at no charge.  Motion passed unanimously.  Ken also reminded the Board that our next quarterly report for CRP credits is due by December 31st.

Business – Ron mentioned the October 7th Chapter Meeting and September 21st Board Meeting minutes were published in the October newsletter.  Having received no changes to these minutes, approval was requested.  Cindy moved to approve the minutes as published and Tim Baker seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

Dan reviewed the treasurer’s report covering the period from October 1 – 31, 2011 and reported that we had a bank account balance on hand of $20,676.53 as of October 31st.  He mentioned year-to-date receipts totaled $10,035.32 and year-to-date disbursements totaled $11,220.04.  Dan indicated we received $9,525.00 in Fall PDC registration fees and expended $7,290.75 on this conference.  Ken moved to approve the October, 2011 treasurer report as presented.  Ron Carlson seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Education – Frank mentioned he is continuing preparations for the Spring PDC and has received a contract from Country Inn and Suites.  Frank indicated the contract contains a couple changes from the previous contract for the Fall PDC.  These changes were a $10 (from $30 to $40) increase in the wireless mic fee and a $1 (from $11.99 to $12.99) increase in cost of a dozen cookies.  Having reviewed the contract with the Board, a motion to approve the contract as presented was made by Tim Baker and seconded by Michelle.  Motion passed unanimously.  In addition, the date for the conference was set for Wednesday, April 25, 2012.  According to Frank, this date has been confirmed with the conference speakers.  Frank is also in the process of developing a promotional flyer for this event. 

Amy reminded the Board the first audio conference covering fraud is on December 14th.  The other three audio conferences are on January 11th – Getting a Handle on Internal Controls, February 8th – Financial Management and May 23rd – Ethics. 

Community Service – Amy reminded the Board of the Salvation Army bell ringing scheduled from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. from November 28th – December 1st, and to bring their “Adopt-A-Family” donation(s) to the next Chapter Meeting scheduled for December 7th.

Membership – Tim Baker mentioned the membership drive promotion is continuing and that we have four new members (3 from retirement and 1 from the State Treasurer’s office).  In addition, a couple guests attending our November Chapter Meeting will likely join our Chapter.  The membership drive promotion allows new members who join in December to receive 15 months of membership for the price of 12 during their first year.  Also, the creation of a brochure emphasizing the value of membership was being considered by the membership committee.

Early Careers – Cindy reported participation in the Southeast Community College, UNL and Nebraska Wesleyan career fairs has been quite successful.  She mentioned the need to take advantage of professor memberships, student member scholarships and graduate scholarships provided by National and to encourage young adults to join. Also, the committee is considering the creation of promotional items to be used at these career fairs, since the Early Careers budget has $675 remaining.

Accountability Outreach – No report

Social – No report.
Communications – Tim Channer mentioned information for the November newsletter is due to him by November  29th.

Chapter Programs – Amy reported our next Chapter Meeting is scheduled for December 7th at Valentino’s (3457 Holdrege Street location).   State Senator Heath Mello will be our speaker and share his experiences as a young senator.  Amy mentioned we need speakers for our February and May Chapter Meetings.  For our February meeting it was suggested to invite someone from the AG’s office to discuss the Obama Health Care Plan.

Meeting was adjourned at 1:03 p.m.

The next Board Meeting is scheduled for noon, Wednesday, January 18, 2012 at the Nebraska Department of Education.  Due to the holidays there will not be a Board Meeting in December.

Presented by Ron Theasmeyer, Chapter Secretary.

Network with AGA Online Anytime


Become a Fan of AGA on Facebook

Create a Linkedin Profile

Follow AGA on Twitter

Visit AGA on GovLoop
Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for chapter meetings please call or email  Jason Walters, 471-2793, Jason.walters@nebraska.gov, or Zach Wells 326-3064, zach.wells@nebraska.gov
Guests

Bring a guest to a Chapter meeting.  They will get a free lunch.  If they join you get a free lunch.

Email Addresses

Please remember to send any email address changes to Tim Channer so the mailing list can be updated.  Thanks

Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 
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	BUDGET INFORMATION
	 
	TREASURER'S REPORT
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2011-2012
	

	Year 2011-2012
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	November 1, 2011
	 
	$20,676.53 
	

	Receipts:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Spring Conference
	$11,800.00 
	$0.00 
	$11,800.00 
	 
	Receipts:
	 
	 
	

	 
	Fall Conference
	$11,300.00
	$9,525.00 
	$1,775.00 
	 
	 
	National Recruiting
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Other Educational Events
	$150.00 
	$125.00 
	$25.00 
	 
	 
	Spring PDC
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Educational Events-Audios
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	Fall PDC
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Misc. Income
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Interest Income
	$30.00 
	$6.32 
	$23.68 
	 
	 
	Interest Income
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	National Recruiting
	$0.00 
	$379.00 
	($379.00)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Receipts
	 
	$0.00 
	

	 
	Total Receipts:
	$23,280.00 
	$10,035.32 
	$13,244.68 
	 
	 Disbursements:
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Early Careers
	$210.00
	 

	 
	Disbursements:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Fall Conference
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Spring Conference
	$6,500.00 
	$0.00 
	$6,500.00 
	 
	 
	National - PDC
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Fall Conference
	$6,500.00 
	$7,290.75 
	($790.75)
	 
	 
	Membership Support
	$136.35 
	 

	 
	Education-Non-PDC
	$3,000.00 
	$1,101.60 
	$1,898.40 
	 
	 
	Chapter Leadership
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	National PDC
	$2,230.00 
	$1,085.30 
	$1,144.70 
	 
	 
	Early Careers
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Membership Support
	$1,200.00 
	$760.09 
	$439.91 
	 
	 
	Speaker Meals
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Early Careers
	$1,000.00 
	$535.00 
	$465.00 
	 
	 
	Certification
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Communications-Website
	$900.00 
	$657.65 
	$242.35 
	 
	 
	   Total Disbursements
	$346.35 

	 
	Chapter Leadership
	$600.00 
	$136.00 
	$464.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Certification
	$500.00 
	$0.00 
	$500.00 
	 
	Nov. 30. 2011
	 
	$20,330.18 
	

	 
	Accountability and Outreach
	$500.00 
	$0.00 
	$500.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Community Service
	$250.00 
	$0.00 
	$250.00 
	 
	 
	Checking
	$9,990.44 
	 

	 
	Chapter Award
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	Certificates of Deposit
	$10,339.74 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 Total
	 
	$20,330.18 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Disbursements:
	$23,280.00 
	$11,566.39 
	$11,713.61 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


2010-2011 Chapter Officers and Board Members
President                                 
Amy Wilson

 471-0616           Amy.wilson@nebraska.gov
President-Elect                        
Ken Rouch

 853-2278           ken.rouch@nebraska.gov
Secretary                                           Ron Theasmeyer                  471-3570          ron.theasmeyer@nebraska.gov

Treasurer                                           Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           Dan.albrecht@nebraska.gov
Past-President                                   Cindy Miserez                     471-4174           CMiserez@cox.net

Board Members 
Director of Accountability Outreach

               Lynda Roesler                                  471-7737               lynda.roesler@nebraska.gov

Co-Directors of Communications
Tim Channer - Newsletter                 326-3043               tchanner@windstream.net
Lonnie Fierstein - Webpage               471-6822              Lonnie.fierstein@nebraska.gov        
Director of Education               
Frank Faughn – Chapter PDC’s
479-3680
  frankjr1951@hotmail.com
Ralene Cheng – Audio Conferences
471-0610                Ralene.Cheng@nebraska.gov
Co-Directors of Community Service       
Brenda Ladd                                      472-5278               Bladd2@unl.edu
Laura Poots


471-1464
   laura.poots@nebraska.gov


Director of Membership

Tim Baker
           

471-3571
  tim.baker@nebraska.gov
Director of Bylaws & Procedures and Chapter Historian   
Ron Carlson                                      471-0619               Ron.carlson@nebraska.gov
Director of Prof. Certification          
Michelle Raphael                              471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Co-Directors of Chapter Programs
               Jason Walters 

471-2793
  jason.walters@nebraska.gov
               Zach Wells

326-3064 
  zach.wells@nebraska.gov
Lincoln Chapter

Association Of Government Accountants

P.O. Box 94665

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4665
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