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Lincoln Chapter Association of Government Accountants 

www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – June, 2011
President’s Message

Dear Fellow Chapter Members:

As I write this the sun is shining and the sky is blue, it is a beautiful early summer day in Lincoln.  Hope everyone is getting outdoors and enjoying all that summer has to offer, whether it is a picnic at a park, a visit to the zoo, a baseball game, or some other activity.  

Although the Lincoln chapter doesn’t have monthly membership meetings in the summer, the chapter’s board is not taking the summer off.  The board is going to have a retreat on Saturday, July 16th, to plan membership activities and educational events for the coming year.  The board plans to once again have interesting speakers at our membership meetings and exceptional presentations at our two professional development conferences (PDCs).  At the request of some members, we will discuss adding a run/walk to our community service activities for this year, so lace up your tennis shoes and watch the newsletter for details.  If you have any ideas for the chapter for the upcoming year please feel free to contact me.

On July 9th I will be traveling to Atlanta for the National AGA PDC and am really looking forward to the educational sessions and socializing with other AGA professionals.  We have a great chapter, thanks to our members.  I am so proud that the chapter is being recognized through numerous awards that will be presented at the PDC.  Our chapter will be recognized as a platinum chapter, which is the highest honor.  There are also individual award recipients within our chapter.  The award recipients are Frank Faughn, Brenda Ladd, Michelle Raphael, and myself.  Congratulations to our chapter members for making us a platinum chapter and to each of the individual award recipients!  I want to give a special thanks to Past President Cindy Miserez; it was under her leadership that the chapter earned platinum standing.  In the next newsletter, I will report on the events and highlights of the National PDC.

Have a safe and happy Fourth of July.

Amy Wilson, Chapter President

AGA Chapter Meetings – No Chapter Meetings Over the Summer 

Calendar of Events
July 10 – 13 - AGA National PDC Atlanta, GA

July 16 Saturday - AGA Board Retreat

Note the July 20th Board meeting is cancelled as we are having a Board retreat on the 16th
August 17 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour
September 7 – Monthly Chapter Meeting – 11:45
September 22 - Wednesday - AGA Fall PDC

September 28 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour
October 5 – Monthly Chapter Meeting – 11:45
October 19 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour
November 2 – Monthly Chapter Meeting – 11:45
November 16 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour
December 7 – Monthly Chapter Meeting – 11:45
December 21 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour
January 21, 2012 SLMR in Kansas City 
AGA Board Retreat

Saturday, July 16, 2011 - 9:00 am to 12:00 pm.  

Breakfast will the provided.

Location:  1130 H Street, Pioneer House

Northwest corner of 11th & H

7 story brown brick building
Agenda will be emailed prior to the retreat.

 

Parking is available in the SECOND west parking lot.  The first parking lot west of the building is reserved for the residents.  The adjacent west second parking lot is a business parking lot that is available to the public evenings and weekends.

 

Enter by the south door.  A volunteer will be posted at the door to let you in.  All doors to the building are locked. 

 

We will meet in the board room on the northwest end of the main floor.

 

The ASWA North Central Regional Conference July 15-16, 2011
The American Society of Women Accountants is holding a conference on July 15 and 16.  There will be 12 hours CPE available at the conference which will be at the Memorial Union on the Iowa State University Campus in Ames, Iowa.

Early bird registration ends June 11.  More information about speakers will be available on this web site soon.  Information for this conference is at:

http://www.amesaswa.org/regConference.asp .

CGFM sessions at the PDC
Attending the Professional Development Conference in Atlanta? Mark your calendars for two important CGFM sessions:
Sunday, July 10, 2011, from 3:50 to 5 p.m. - AGA Chapter Leadership Meeting-Focus on CGFM/Education  Become part of AGA's CGFM and educational programs' success! Join AGA's certification and education departments' staff to learn more about how to promote the CGFM certification in your chapter and how to develop successful chapter educational events. Share your success stories and learn from the experience of other AGA chapter leaders. We also plan to discuss the CGFM training program, CPE requirements for maintaining the CGFM certification, the proper way to grant CPE credits and new AGA educational initiatives. 

Tuesday, July 12, 2011, from 2:20 to 3:30 p.m. - CGFM: Government Financial Management Certification for the Future  Improved service to citizens, a competitive advantage in the industry, a demonstrated commitment to continuous learning-these are just a few of the benefits of the Certified Government Financial Management (CGFM) certification. Learn about the value and importance of the CGFM from the perspective of employers and recent CGFMs. If you haven't yet earned the CGFM designation, this session is for you. 

CGFM Exams

Interested in the CGFM certification? Sign up for AGA’s special Intensive Review Course and take the CGFM Examinations before the national PDC in July. Don’t miss this opportunity to earn your CGFM!
The Intensive Review Course will take place from 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 7, and Friday, July 8, 2011. The CGFM Examinations will be offered by appointment only on July 9-10, 2011.
The cost of the course is only $279 for qualified participants, and it offers 18 CPE hours. Special Bonus: the CGFM Examinations are offered at no cost to course attendees. The cost of this course is not included in the PDC registration fee.

You may view more information on this opportunity at:
http://www.agacgfm.org/pdc2011/cgfm_exams.htm 
Lincoln AGA Chapter Year End Report

Chapter Recognition Program Status as of May 31, 2011
	Our current standing as of May, 2011 is as follows: The elapsed time for the year is 100%.


	Area
	Actual Chapter Credits
	Chapter CRP Credits
	CRP Maximum
	%

	Chapter Leadership, Planning, Participation
	4,125
	3,000
	3,000
	100%

	Education and Professional Development
	5,325
	4,000
	4,000
	100%

	Certification
	9,375
	4,000
	4,000
	100%

	Communications
	7,139
	3,000
	3,000
	100%

	Membership ( incl. 200 credits for Accountability)
	2,250
	2,250
	3,000
	75%

	Early Careers and Student Members
	825
	825
	2,000
	41%

	Community Service
	2,000
	2,000
	2,000
	100%

	Chapter Awards Program
	1,950
	1,000
	1,000
	100%

	TOTALS
	32,989
	20,075
	22,000
	91%


	4/30/2010 Beginning Balance
	Growth plus New Members
	Reinstatements


	Suspensions/Adj 2010 and 2011 
	6/30/2011 Ending Balance

	120
	13
	1
	27
	107


	4/26/2011
	New Members 10%
	Retention 90%

(End Bal less New)
	Growth  5%

	Goal
	12
	107
	126

	Actual
	13
	  94
	107

	CRP
	900 points
	0
	0


Chapter Recognition Program (CRP) Award Levels (June 1, 2010 through May 31, 2011)

Bronze

12,000 to 14,500
55-65%

Silver

14,501 to 17,000
66-76%

Gold

17,001 to 19,500
77-86%

Platinum
19,501 to 22,000
87-100%

2010-2011 AGA National Awards  Group C  (100 – 149 members)

Chapter Service Award
Amy Wilson

Chapter Education Award
Frank Faughn

Chapter CGFM Award
Michelle Raphael

Community Service Award
Brenda Ladd

Chapter Service Award
Amy Wilson is the Lincoln AGA Chapter President-Elect.  Amy’s main contribution to the Lincoln AGA Chapter is a continuous positive attitude towards AGA.  Amy has provided excellent support to the President. She has chaired CEC meetings, membership meetings and opened PDC events that the President was unable to attend.  Amy has taken the lead in learning the Chapter Recognition Program and incorporating new ideas into the Chapter plans.  Amy recruited the next Chapter Executive Committee and coordinated the attendance at the up-coming Section Leadership Meeting in Dallas.  Amy has been meeting with the President each week to discuss progress on the CRP.  Amy does not hesitate to pick up the phone and take care of chapter business.  She has contacted non-renewing members encouraging them to renew their membership.  This personal touch makes all the difference.  Amy has developed a vision to incorporate CRP activities into the current and new chapter year.  Amy helped start and is participating in a CGFM study group and has passed part 1 of the CGFM.  Amy recruited and trained a new education co-director of audio conferences to the CEC at the beginning of this year.  When we experienced a low sign up for a community service event, Amy took the initiative to get on the phone and call people to fill the open times for the activity.  Amy actively participated in chapter events.  Amy builds positive relationships with chapter members and the CEC members.  These actions through out the year have been very important to the success of the Lincoln AGA Chapter.

Chapter Education Award

The February 16th event was co-sponsored by the Lincoln AGA Chapter, the Omaha AGA Chapter, the Nebraska Association for Financial Professionals, and EPCOR (Electronic Payments Corp of Knowledge).  Michelle Raphael, CGFM Coordinator for the Lincoln AGA Chapter, is also a member of the Nebraska Association of Financial Professionals (NAFP).  She initiated the co-sponsorship on behalf of NAFP.  AGA and CGFM materials were displayed at each of the three conference locations.
The Lincoln AGA Chapter continues year after year to provide two high quality one day professional development conferences each year to their members and the local accountability community.  Frank Faughn works year round planning, promoting and coordinating these two days of training.  Because of the high level of participation, the cost is reasonable and provides an incentive to join AGA.  

Chapter CGFM Award
      The Lincoln Chapter expanded the proclamation process to include not only the State of Nebraska but also for the first time, the City of Lincoln.  Michelle took great care in preparing the letters to gain recognition for the CGFM designation to local government leaders.  As a result of the letters sent, the Mayor of the City of Columbus decided to recognize Anne Kinneson, CGFM of his staff by participating in a proclamation process.  CGFMs in the area were given a recognition gift and the brochure on continuing education requirements. 

· Formal recognition was received from the City of Columbus Nebraska where the Mayor, as a result of the letters sent to government leaders, held a CGFM proclamation ceremony to honor Anne Kinneson, CGFM of his staff.
· Lincoln Chapter provided $700 in funds to co-sponsor Part 1 and Part 2 classed put on by the Omaha and Des Moines chapter.  As a result, four Lincoln Chapter members have passed part 1 and are actively studying for part 2.
· Two lunch time study groups have been established.  Two people attend one group each week and one person attends the second group.
· Each CGFM in the Lincoln Chapter area was honored with a gift and a letter expressing the value of the CGFM designation.
· Michelle has provided CGFM materials at all chapter events and has provided newsletter articles and website materials.
The Lincoln AGA Chapter co-sponsored Part 1 and Part 2 of the CGFM training.  The Omaha Chapter sponsored the Part 1 class.  The Lincoln Chapter provided $300 in financial support to purchase binders for all participants and provide lunch and refreshments.  The Des Moines Chapter sponsored the Part 2 class.  The Lincoln Chapter encouraged the use of the Iowa Communications Network so that the class could be broadcast to Council Bluffs location so that the Lincoln and Omaha participants did not have to incur travel expense to Des Moines.  This increased the participation so that the break even mark could be reached.  The Lincoln Chapter contributed $200 to sponsor the binders and refreshments for the Council Bluffs location.  Since the Part 1 class, four members of the Lincoln Chapter have passed the Part 1 exam and are actively studying for Part 2 exam.  The Lincoln Chapter is beginning research on presenting the Part 3 class.
Michelle Raphael has consistently contributed to the promotion of the CGFM in the Lincoln AGA Chapter area through the proclamation effort, communication with government leaders, recognizing those with the CGFM certification and providing CGFM information for the website and newsletter.

Community Service Award
The Lincoln AGA Chapter Community Service Director, Brenda Ladd has developed a series of community service activities that have become an annual chapter tradition.  These activities give back to the community and these organizations know they can rely on the Lincoln AGA Chapter to be there each and every year.  

· Downs Syndrome Walk:  count money the day of the event; 9% participation

· Salvation Army Bell Ringing:  cover ten 2 hour shifts over five days; 18% participation

· Junior Achievement Bowl-a-Thon:  count money the day of the event:  5% participation

· Adopt-a-Family:  sponsor Christmas gifts for a family:  20% participation.
The Lincoln Chapter provides accounting support for two fund raisers:  the Down Syndrome Walk and the Junior Achievement Bowl-a-Thon.  Junior Achievement is an organization that teaches business concepts to grade school and high school students through innovative programs involving business leaders.
The Lincoln Chapter has developed a series of community activities and consistently participates in those activities.  The organizations know they can count on the Lincoln Chapter.

Thank you to all Lincoln AGA Chapter members for your participation throughout the 2010-2011 membership year.  Our President, Amy Wilson, will be presented with the Chapter Recognition Platinum Award and the Group C Chapter Awards for Chapter Service, Education, Certification and Community Service at the AGA PDC in Atlanta, Georgia the week of July 11th.  I have enjoyed being your chapter president and look forward to continued participation on the chapter executive committee as past president in this new 2011-2012 chapter year.   

Cindy Miserez - Past President
CHAPTER BOARD MEETING MINUTES – June 15, 2011

Amy Wilson called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m. 

Board Members Present:  Dan Albrecht, Ralene Cheng, Lonnie Fierstein, Cindy Miserez, Michelle Raphael, Ken Rouch, Ron Theasmeyer, Zach Wells and Amy Wilson.

Guest Present – Curt Youngman (Chapter member)

AGA member, Curt Youngman conducted a review of the Chapter’s Financial records.  In a letter addressed to the Chapter President, the review covered the period from May, 2010 through April, 2011.  In his opinion, the monthly Treasurer’s Reports were fairly stated.  Curt commented on documenting names of those individuals receiving reimbursement for their meal cost at the Chapter meetings as well as free meals to guests (prospective members and speakers).  He also mentioned that of the five AGA memberships ($30.00 each) covered by Early Career membership dues only one of those memberships included the recipient’s name.  Recipient names will be documented in the future.  Overall, Curt and the Board commended Dan for a job well done in fulfilling his duties as treasurer.

Amy shared a letter from State Accounting thanking our Chapter for sponsoring the breaks at the Federal Grant Management Training held on June 1st and 2nd at NET.

Earlier, board members approved by email vote to pay for Ralene Cheng’s travel expenses up to $600.00 to attend the National PDC to be held in Atlanta, GA in July.  Upon further discussion the amount approved was to cover Ralene’s airfare and meal costs.  A motion to reaffirm the email vote was made by Lonnie and seconded by Michelle.  The motion passed unanimously.

Amy reported our chapter had obtained Platinum status for 2011.  She also reported chapter plans were due to national by July 15th; however, concerning the timing of the National PDC, an extension would be requested.  Also, the following members will receive recognition at the upcoming National PDC:  Michelle Raphael – CGFM, Brenda Ladd – Community Service, Amy Wilson – Chapter Service, and Frank Faughn – Education.

Each year, during the National PDC, a silent auction and raffle are held.  The proceeds from these fundraising activities support community service.  A motion was made by Cindy and seconded by Michelle to donate a $50.00 gift certificate from Omaha Steaks to the silent auction.  The motion passed unanimously.

It was decided to hold the Board Retreat on Saturday, July 16th from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the Pioneer House located at 1130 H Street in Lincoln, NE.  Cindy mentioned the results of a recent membership survey would be discussed at this retreat.

Amy mentioned Ken would be responsible for the CRP beginning in June and to make sure he is aware of the credits available for your area.  Ken indicated we currently rent storage space from a commercial facility, which currently costs the chapter $90.00 per quarter.  Apparently, State Accounting has storage space available on the 7th floor of the State Capitol Building that we can use at no cost.  Storage at the commercial facility has been paid through August 18th, 2011.  A motion to move the items we currently have in commercial storage over to the Capital by August 18th was made by Ken and seconded by Ron.  Motion passed unanimously.

Lonnie contacted Production Creek concerning the production cost of AGA Logo Shirts.  He mentioned their logo set-up fee (one-time) was $30.  He also mentioned the cost of each shirt would depend on the type of shirt selected ($15-$30) plus $3.00 for the cost of the logo.

Business - Ron distributed a draft copy of the minutes from the May 18th Board Meeting.  Board members were asked to review this information and let him know if there were any corrections.  These minutes will be included in the June newsletter and approved at the July Board Meeting.  The minutes of the May 4th Chapter Meeting were published in the May newsletter and reviewed.  A motion to approve the May 4th Chapter Meeting minutes was made by Cindy and seconded by Lonnie.  Motion passed unanimously.

Dan reviewed the treasurer’s report for the year ended April 30, 2011 and reported that we had a bank account balance on hand of $21,861.25.  He also mentioned total receipts for the year were $18,575.14 and total disbursements for the year were $18,281.25.  Dan also reviewed the treasurer’s report for the month of May, 2011 and responded to questions from Board Members.  Ken moved to approve the April (year-end) and May, 2011 treasurer reports.  Ron seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Education – Ralene and Amy will be attending the National PDC in Atlanta, GA on July 10-13, 2011.  Ralene mentioned AGA has scheduled 12 audio conferences for the 2011-2012 year.  She also mentioned the CEC has until August 1 to purchase audio conferences at the discount rate.  Amy reminded the Board the Fall PDC is scheduled for Thursday, September 22nd and that if anyone has speaker ideas to contact Frank.

 Community Service – The American Cancer Society Relay for Life event will be held at Haymarket Park on July 29th and the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer event will be held at Holmes Lake Park on October 23rd.  Lincoln AGA Chapter participation in these events is under development.
Membership – Amy mentioned Tim Baker contacted members who had not renewed their membership.  Approximately 50% of those contacted renewed their membership.

Early Careers – Ken, Cindy and Laura participated in a regional early careers conference call.  They were somewhat disappointed with the number of participants on the call.

Social - Amy mentioned 33 individuals (members and their families) attended the Saltdog’s game and that everyone had a good time.  She also mentioned a social gathering for those who can attend is scheduled for Thursday, June 23rd at 8:00 p.m. at Zen’s located at 122 N. 11th street.
Newsletter – Amy reported Tim Channer needs the newsletter information by June 29th.  

Meeting was adjourned at 1:05 p.m.

Presented by Ron Theasmeyer, Chapter Secretary.
CHAPTER BOARD MEETING MINUTES – May 18, 2011

Amy Wilson called the meeting to order at 12:07 p.m. 

Board Members Present:  Tim Baker, Tim Channer, Ralene Cheng, Frank Faughn, Lonnie Fierstein, Cindy Miserez, Laura Poots, Ken Rouch, Ron Theasmeyer and Amy Wilson.

Update on SLM was provided by Amy, including discussion on the Citizen Centric Report and the IRS Form 990N.  Frank mentioned the Form 990N (Electronic Filing) had been completed.  She also encouraged board members to attend SLMR on January 21, 2012 in Northern KC.

The creation of a new chapter position, Director of Accountability and Outreach, was discussed.  If created, Linda Roesler has agreed to serve in this new position.  Following discussion, a motion to create a Director of Accountability and Outreach position was moved by Ken and seconded by Frank.  Motion passed unanimously.

Potential dates for a Board Retreat to be held on a Saturday morning at Pioneer House were discussed.  A survey containing a list of potential dates will be sent to board members.

A request to sponsor breaks at the Federal Grant Management Training to be held at NET on June 1-2, 2011 was discussed.  As a result, a motion to spend up to $250 for snacks and refreshments was moved by Tim Baker and seconded by Frank.  Motion passed unanimously.

The idea of AGA logo shirts was mentioned along with the names of a couple local vendors that provide logo wear.  Lonnie will look into our options and report back to the Board.

Ken reported he is scheduled to visit with NET on Friday, May 20th and discuss technology available for training.  He will report back to the Board at the next meeting.

Business - Lonnie moved and Tim Channer seconded to approve the March 2nd Chapter meeting and the January 26th, February 23rd and March 16th Board meeting minutes.  Motion passed unanimously.  There was no treasurer’s report.  

Education – Members expressed disappointment with the presenter and the audio conference service provider during a recent AGA audio conference.  AGA has been notified of our concerns and Ralene will look into other audio/video conference providers.  Frank updated the Board on a successful Spring PDC and has scheduled the Fall PDC for September 22, 2011.  Let him know if you have any ideas on topics and speakers.  He also suggested we make a donation to a national charity selected by and in the name of the speaker.  Donations made by local chapters to a national charity are matched by AGA National.  The Board was very supportive of his suggestion.  Also, as a reminder the National PDC will be held July 10-13, 2011.

Community Service – Laura reported 17 people have requested tickets for the Saltdog’s game on Friday, June 10th.  The American Cancer Society Relay for Life event will be held at Haymarket Park on July 29th and the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer event will be held at Holmes Lake Park on October 23rd.
Membership – Tim Baker mentioned he will be following up with members who have not renewed their membership.

Newsletter – Tim Channer needs the newsletter information by May 24th.  

Meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m.

Presented by Ron Theasmeyer, Chapter Secretary
Network with AGA Online Anytime


Become a Fan of AGA on Facebook

Create a Linkedin Profile

Follow AGA on Twitter

Visit AGA on GovLoop
Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for chapter meetings please call or email  Jason Walters, 471-2793, Jason.walters@nebraska.gov, or Zach Wells 326-3064, zach.wells@nebraska.gov
Guests

Bring a guest to a Chapter meeting.  They will get a free lunch.  If they join you get a free lunch.

Email Addresses

Please remember to send any email address changes to Tim Channer so the mailing list can be updated.  Thanks

Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 

            [image: image2.png]


                 [image: image3.png]'AGA.

LINCOLN
CHAPTER





2010-2011 Chapter Officers and Board Members
President                                 
Amy Wilson

 471-0616           Amy.wilson@nebraska.gov
President-Elect                        
Ken Rouch

 853-2278           ken.rouch@nebraska.gov
Secretary                                           Ron Theasmeyer                  471-3570          ron.theasmeyer@nebraska.gov

Treasurer                                           Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           Dan.albrecht@nebraska.gov
Past-President                                   Cindy Miserez                     471-4174           CMiserez@cox.net

Board Members 
Director of Accountability Outreach

               Lynda Roesler                                  471-7737               lynda.roesler@nebraska.gov

Co-Directors of Communications
Tim Channer - Newsletter                 326-3043               tchanner@windstream.net
Lonnie Fierstein - Webpage               471-6822              Lonnie.fierstein@nebraska.gov        
Director of Education               
Frank Faughn – Chapter PDC’s
479-3680
  frankjr1951@hotmail.com
Ralene Cheng – Audio Conferences
471-0610                Ralene.Cheng@nebraska.gov
Co-Directors of Community Service       
Brenda Ladd                                      472-5278               Bladd2@unl.edu
Laura Poots


471-1464
   laura.poots@nebraska.gov


Director of Membership

Tim Baker
           

471-3571
  tim.baker@nebraska.gov
Director of Bylaws & Procedures and Chapter Historian   
Ron Carlson                                      471-0619               Ron.carlson@nebraska.gov
Director of Prof. Certification          
Michelle Raphael                              471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Co-Directors of Chapter Programs
               Jason Walters 

471-2793
  jason.walters@nebraska.gov
               Zach Wells

326-3064 
  zach.wells@nebraska.gov
Lincoln Chapter

Association Of Government Accountants

P.O. Box 94665

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4665
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