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Lincoln Chapter Association of Government Accountants 

www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – November, 2011
President’s Message

November 29, 2011 

Dear Fellow Chapter Members:

In this time of Thanksgiving, I have been thinking about my many blessings.  One of the things that I am thankful for is “YOU”, our members, for your dedication and commitment to our chapter.  Your energy and sprit keeps our chapter strong and allows us together to advance government accountability.  

Another continuing education opportunity has been added to our events calendar.  The training is Advanced Excel: Tips and Tricks for Power Users. It will be held on March 14th from 1:00-5:00 at NETV.  The cost is free for members and $50.00 for non-members.  It has been approved for 4 hours of CPE by the Nebraska Board of Public Accountancy.

The Lincoln chapter is holding a Membership Drive in the month of December.  If someone joins AGA in December they will get 15 months of membership for the price of 12 months.  That is 15 months for just $90.00.  By joining in December, they will also be able to attend the four audio conferences, the Writing Workshop, and the Advanced Excel: Tips and Tricks for Power Users at no cost. They will also be able to attend the Spring and Fall PDCs at the member rate.  By joining AGA there is a savings of $190.00. 

I am so happy to “WELCOME” new chapter member April McDaniel to our AGA family. April is the Deputy Director for Administration for the Lincoln Airport Authority.  I got to know April when we both took a CGFM review course.  If you see April, welcome her to AGA.  

A big “CONGRATULATIONS” to President-Elect Ken Rouch for passing the Certified Government Financial Manager (CGFM) exams.  Look for an article and picture of Ken in an upcoming Lincoln Journal Star Business Achievements section. 

Our December 7th chapter meeting will be at Valentino’s 3457 Holdrege Street.  We will have Valentino’s famous buffet. The speaker is State Senator Heath Mello.  At this meeting we will be collecting the Christmas gifts for our adopted family. Your gifts will make Christmas brighter for a family.  

See you December 7th,

Amy Wilson, C.P.A., Chapter President

AGA December 2011 Chapter Meeting 

Time:  11:45 am  

Date:   Wednesday – December 7th  

Location: Valentino’s - 3457 Holdrege Street

Speaker: State Senator Heath Mello
No registration required for this meeting

Bring donations for Adopt –A – Family

Calendar of Events
December 7 – Deadline for Adopt-A-Family gifts

December 7 – Wednesday – Monthly Chapter Meeting – 11:45

December 14 – Audio Conference – Fraud – Capitol Room 1524

December – No Board Meeting this month

January – No Chapter Meeting this month

January 11 – Audio Conference – Getting a Handle on Internal Controls – NSOB Lower Level F

January 18 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour

January 21, 2012 SLMR in Kansas City 
February 1 – Wednesday – Monthly Chapter Meeting – 11:45

February 8 – Audio Conference – Financial Management
February 15 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour

February 25 – Community Service Event - Junior Achievement Bowlathon

March 7 – Wednesday – Monthly Chapter Meeting – 11:45

March 21 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour

April 4 – Wednesday – Monthly Chapter Meeting – 11:45

April 18 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour

April 25 - Wednesday - AGA Spring PDC

May 2 – Wednesday – Monthly Chapter Meeting – 11:45

May16 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour

May 23 – Audio Conference – Ethics
September 27- Thursday – Fall PDC
Audio Conference on December 14, 2011

Location State Capitol, room 1524

The audio is free to members and $25 for non members.  Registration on the chapter website is required but is not set up on the website yet.  An email will be sent when the website is set up.
Preventing Inappropriate Payments

The learning objective is to understand how automating the reconciliation process can help you achieve increased operational efficiency and risk mitigation – essential elements for a faster, transparent and more accurate financial close.

Course outline:
As transaction volumes increase and payments become a mix of paper and electronic, it’s no longer sufficient to use spreadsheets or outdated manual processes to track transactions. To keep inappropriate payments from happening, agencies need to look for ways to automate the reconciliation process so that duplicate or fraudulent transactions can be spotted and prevented. This requires having a single work stream for both paper-based and electronic payments. An enterprise view can be established by integrating a financial control exceptions, and mitigate risk by preventing unauthorized payments. By having expedited awareness of anomalies and issue, inappropriate payments can be prevented.
Participants will be able to gain a better understanding of how to reduce risk, increase efficiency and enable regulatory compliance by streamlining the reconciliation and financial control process. The U.S. Coast Guard will also share their experiences of how they are benefiting from automating this process and the cost savings that can be achieved.
Course timeline:

1:00 – 1:05 p.m.   
Welcome and Introduction of Speakers

1:05 – 2:25 p.m.   
PowerPoint Presentation 

2:25 – 2:45 p.m.    
Questions and Answers from the Audience

2:45 - 2:50 p.m.                Wrap Up and Adjourn

Name of speakers: 
John J. Scornaienchi, CGFM, Senior Manager, Grant Thornton LLP

Eric Werab, Senior Business Solution Strategist

TBA, U.S. Coast Guard 

Apply for 2012 National Academic Scholarships

Are you or a family member pursuing undergraduate or graduate studies in disciplines such as accounting, auditing, budgeting, economics, finance, information technology, public administration, etc.? If so, consider applying for an AGA National Academic Scholarship today!
Each year, AGA National awards:

· Up to four $3,000 full-time merit scholarships to AGA members and their family members, 

· Up to two $1,000 part-time merit scholarships to AGA members and their family members, and 

· One $3,000 community service scholarship
The deadline for receipt of applications is Friday, March 30, 2012.  Apply now and take full advantage of your AGA membership.  Download a copy of the application, or contact Louise Kapelewski.

CGFM Exam

Interested in the CGFM certification? Sign up for AGA’s special Intensive Review Course and take the CGFM Examinations after the National Leadership Conference (NLC). Don’t miss this opportunity to earn your CGFM.
The Intensive Review Course will take place from 8:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 27, and Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2012. The CGFM Examinations will be offered by appointment only on February 29 –March 2, 2012.
The cost of the course is only $279 for qualified participants, and offers 18 CPE hours.
Special Bonus: The CGFM Examinations are offered at no cost to course attendees. The cost of this course is not included in the NLC registration fee.

You may view more information and registration information at the following webpage:

            http://agacgfm.org/nlc_2012/cgfm_exams.htm

CGFM Promotion

Need an extra incentive to apply for the CGFM Program? 

From September 1 until December 31, 2011 national AGA will give a rebate of $20 for CGFM applications received with the assistance of AGA chapters.

In order to receive a $20 rebate, 

1. The complete CGFM application (application form, $85 application fee and copy of the transcript) must be received by AGA Office of Professional Certification during the period of September 1 through

December 31, 2011.
2. The CGFM application form must have the promotional phrase: "CGFM chapter promotion - Lincoln Chapter AGA" written at the bottom of the form. If the application is submitted online, the applicant must put this phrase in the last question: "How did you learn about the CGFM Program?"

Important notes:
- A full application fee of $85 must be paid at the time of application. The $20 check will be sent to the applicant by mail in January. 
- The applicant must put the words "CGFM chapter promotion" AND Lincoln Chapter AGA on the application form in order to receive the rebate.

- It is preferable that the applications are submitted by the applicants themselves and not by the chapter. The applicant does not have to be a chapter member in order to receive the rebate.

Network with AGA Online Anytime


Become a Fan of AGA on Facebook

Create a Linkedin Profile

Follow AGA on Twitter

Visit AGA on GovLoop
Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for chapter meetings please call or email  Jason Walters, 471-2793, Jason.walters@nebraska.gov, or Zach Wells 326-3064, zach.wells@nebraska.gov
Guests

Bring a guest to a Chapter meeting.  They will get a free lunch.  If they join you get a free lunch.

Email Addresses

Please remember to send any email address changes to Tim Channer so the mailing list can be updated.  Thanks

Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 
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	BUDGET INFORMATION
	 
	TREASURER'S REPORT
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2011-2012
	

	Year 2011-2012
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	October 1, 2011
	 
	$23,738.41 
	

	Receipts:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Spring Conference
	$11,800.00 
	$0.00 
	$11,800.00 
	 
	Receipts:
	 
	 
	

	 
	Fall Conference
	$11,300.00
	$9,525.00 
	$1,775.00 
	 
	 
	National Recruiting
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Other Educational Events
	$150.00 
	$125.00 
	$25.00 
	 
	 
	Spring PDC
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Educational Events-Audios
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	Fall PDC
	$680.00 
	 

	 
	Misc. Income
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Interest Income
	$30.00 
	$6.32 
	$23.68 
	 
	 
	Interest Income
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	National Recruiting
	$0.00 
	$379.00 
	($379.00)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Receipts
	 
	$680.00 
	

	 
	Total Receipts:
	$23,280.00 
	$10,035.32 
	$13,244.68 
	 
	 Disbursements:
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Early Careers
	$0.00
	 

	 
	Disbursements:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Fall Conference
	$3,683.88 
	 

	 
	Spring Conference
	$6,500.00 
	$0.00 
	$6,500.00 
	 
	 
	National - PDC
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Fall Conference
	$6,500.00 
	$7,290.75 
	($790.75)
	 
	 
	Membership Support
	$23.00 
	 

	 
	Education-Non-PDC
	$3,000.00 
	$1,101.60 
	$1,898.40 
	 
	 
	Chapter Leadership
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	National PDC
	$2,230.00 
	$1,085.30 
	$1,144.70 
	 
	 
	Early Careers
	$35.00 
	 

	 
	Membership Support
	$1,200.00 
	$623.74 
	$576.26 
	 
	 
	Speaker Meals
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Early Careers
	$1,000.00 
	$325.00 
	$675.00 
	 
	 
	Certification
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Communications-Website
	$900.00 
	$657.65 
	$242.35 
	 
	 
	   Total Disbursements
	$3,741.88 

	 
	Chapter Leadership
	$600.00 
	$136.00 
	$464.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Certification
	$500.00 
	$0.00 
	$500.00 
	 
	Oct. 31. 2011
	 
	$20,676.53 
	

	 
	Accountability and Outreach
	$500.00 
	$0.00 
	$500.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Community Service
	$250.00 
	$0.00 
	$250.00 
	 
	 
	Checking
	$10,336.79 
	 

	 
	Chapter Award
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	Certificates of Deposit
	$10,339.74 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 Total
	 
	$20,676.53 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Disbursements:
	$23,280.00 
	$11,220.04 
	$12,059.96 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


2010-2011 Chapter Officers and Board Members
President                                 
Amy Wilson

 471-0616           Amy.wilson@nebraska.gov
President-Elect                        
Ken Rouch

 853-2278           ken.rouch@nebraska.gov
Secretary                                           Ron Theasmeyer                  471-3570          ron.theasmeyer@nebraska.gov

Treasurer                                           Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           Dan.albrecht@nebraska.gov
Past-President                                   Cindy Miserez                     471-4174           CMiserez@cox.net

Board Members 
Director of Accountability Outreach

               Lynda Roesler                                  471-7737               lynda.roesler@nebraska.gov

Co-Directors of Communications
Tim Channer - Newsletter                 326-3043               tchanner@windstream.net
Lonnie Fierstein - Webpage               471-6822              Lonnie.fierstein@nebraska.gov        
Director of Education               
Frank Faughn – Chapter PDC’s
479-3680
  frankjr1951@hotmail.com
Ralene Cheng – Audio Conferences
471-0610                Ralene.Cheng@nebraska.gov
Co-Directors of Community Service       
Brenda Ladd                                      472-5278               Bladd2@unl.edu
Laura Poots


471-1464
   laura.poots@nebraska.gov


Director of Membership

Tim Baker
           

471-3571
  tim.baker@nebraska.gov
Director of Bylaws & Procedures and Chapter Historian   
Ron Carlson                                      471-0619               Ron.carlson@nebraska.gov
Director of Prof. Certification          
Michelle Raphael                              471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Co-Directors of Chapter Programs
               Jason Walters 

471-2793
  jason.walters@nebraska.gov
               Zach Wells

326-3064 
  zach.wells@nebraska.gov
Lincoln Chapter

Association Of Government Accountants

P.O. Box 94665

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4665
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