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Lincoln Chapter Association of Government Accountants 

www.lincolnneaga.org
Newsletter – October, 2011
President’s Message

October 25, 2011 

Dear Fellow Chapter Members:

The November 2nd chapter meeting will be at Old Chicago (826 P Street).  The much-anticipated speaker will be Dr. Steve Joel, the Superintendent of Lincoln Public Schools.  Dr. Joel is speaking about the fire that destroyed the district office building in his presentation Leadership in Crisis.  For this chapter meeting, registration is required at the chapter’s website http://www.lincolnneaga.org by October 31st.

I am so happy to share this next news with you.  Guess what?  We have a new Certified Government Financial Manager (CGFM) in our chapter.  A big CONGRATULATION to Ralene Cheng on passing all three parts of the CGFM.  Look for an article and picture of Ralene in an upcoming Lincoln Journal Star Business Achievements section. 

The CGFM is an area of focus for our chapter.  We want to support anyone who wants to study for the exams. The chapter has copies of the study guides if anyone would like to borrow to prepare for the exams.  The chapter is also co-sponsoring a review course for part three of the exam in March 2012.  There are several people in our chapter who have passed parts of the CGFM and are currently studying for other parts. 

What comes to mind when you see the abbreviation CCR?  For some it might be the American rock band Creedence Clearwater Revival that gained popularity in the late 1960s.  More recently, AGA has coined the abbreviation for Citizen-Centric Reporting (CCR).  The AGA version of CCR is a report prepared by a government body for its citizens. The reports are designed to be visually appealing, brief (typically four pages), and provide understandable information to citizens about the performance and financial condition of the government as well as demographics and future challenges.  The CCR initiative is a primary focus of AGA this year.  In this newsletter there is an article about CCR that was in TOPICS this past summer.  There are many resources available to help with the preparation of a CCR.  For more information and to view completed reports, visit the national AGA website at: http://www.agacgfm.org/citizen/.

See you at our chapter meeting on November 2nd,

Amy Wilson, C.P.A., Chapter President

AGA November 2011 Chapter Meeting 

Time:  11:45 am  

Date:   Wednesday – November 2nd 

Location: Old Chicago – 826 P Street

Speaker: Dr. Stephen Joel - Superintendant of Lincoln Public Schools
Topic: Leadership in Crisis

Registration required by October 31st on the chapter’s website:  www.lincolnneaga.org
For this meeting, ordering will be from a menu with four entrees.  All entrees will be $10.95.

If you have dietary concerns, please contact Amy Wilson at 471-0616.

Calendar of Events
November 2 - Wednesday – Monthly Chapter Meeting – 11:45

November 2 - Wednesday - 10 am to noon - Early Careers Event - Southeast Community College - Business, IT 
and Visual Publications Fair 
November 16 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour

December 7 – Deadline for Adopt-A-Family gifts

December 7 – Wednesday – Monthly Chapter Meeting – 11:45

December 14 – Audio Conference – Fraud – Capitol Room 1524

December – No Board Meeting this month

January – No Chapter Meeting this month

January 11 – Audio Conference – Getting a Handle on Internal Controls – NSOB Lower Level F

January 18 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour

January 21, 2012 SLMR in Kansas City 
February 1 – Wednesday – Monthly Chapter Meeting – 11:45

February 8 – Audio Conference – Financial Management
February 15 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour

February 25 – Community Service Event - Junior Achievement Bowlathon

March 7 – Wednesday – Monthly Chapter Meeting – 11:45

March 21 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour

April 4 – Wednesday – Monthly Chapter Meeting – 11:45

April 18 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour

April 25 - Wednesday - AGA Spring PDC

May 2 – Wednesday – Monthly Chapter Meeting – 11:45

May16 - Wednesday – Board Meeting - 6th Floor NSOB - Conference Room B - 12 noon for one hour

May 23 – Audio Conference – Ethics
Bell Ringing for the Salvation Army Kettle Campaign 


The Chapter is once again ringing bells at Westfield Gateway Mall as a community service project.  The available dates are Monday, November 28 thru Thursday, December 1.  The time slot for each day is 6:00 - 8:00 pm.  Please contact Brenda Ladd at 472-5278 or bladd2@unl.edu to volunteer.
AGA Promotes Transparency Through Citizen Centric Reporting 

Bill Miller, Chair Accountability Working Group
What is Citizen Centric Reporting? 

Seeing a need to provide more informative government reporting to the general public, AGA launched the Citizen Centric Report initiative. This report is a nicely designed template of 4 pages of information the average citizen would want to know. The first page covers general information such as population figures, regional characteristics and government goals. The second page covers performance of key missions and services. The third page addresses revenues and costs, and the fourth page examines future concerns and initiatives for the ensuing year.  AGA envisioned the reports to be prepared annually, although each entity would set their own parameters and goals—perhaps issuing them more or less frequently.

This initiative is moving across governmental entities fast and for good reason. The CCR reports are fantastic examples of transparency to the constituency in a format that captures the essential message citizens want to know. The CCR is the “CliffNotes” of governance—within minutes the constituency will know the essential facts, figures, and future issues and initiatives of their governing entity. For the governing entity, CCR is a talking paper and report card, and for the citizens, CCR is engagement. If they know the facts, figures, and initiatives they will be better informed and can judge where their concerns might be.

Why AGA?

So, why is AGA engaged in this process? To quote AGA’s Executive Director, “If not us, then who? If not now, then when?” AGA leaders saw a need for understandable transparency with the citizens served by government. It was all too evident that normal government financial reports were too extensive and cumbersome to read much less understand. The financial reports were written for the accountants, not the average citizen. AGA’s initiative serves as a bridge to the outside world and window into government. AGA also recognized that the citizens have a need to know and governments need to be transparent. 

What is AGA Doing?
With an assigned National Director and with tremendous grass roots support from several members in various chapters, a pilot project was started. These dedicated servants helped craft the templates and worked directly with local governments to develop a CCR. The results were astounding. To date there have been 60 CCRs prepared by all levels of government and the enthusiasm for these reports is growing nationwide. (You can view these reports on our website). But, it is not enough. The goal is to have government institutions embrace the CCR concept and use the system for the good of all. AGA has designated proliferation of the CCR as one of the highest priorities in 2011-2012 and built the organization to get there. A working group was formed to expand knowledge and execution of the CCR system. This group is charged with advising the Director and working with chapters in developing and distributing the CCR. Members of this group include the superstars who successfully launched the pilot projects.

Where is AGA Going?
Local chapter involvement is critical to the success of the CCR program. It is imperative for the chapters to recognize the need for government accountability to the citizenry. The successes we have had with the published reports bode well for proliferation over time. The chapters have a ready benchmark to work from, and the templates and instructions for use are available on the AGA website, http://www.agacgfm.org/citizen/.   

Each chapter can take baby steps towards the process by creating a CCR for the chapter activity. Believe it or not, it is a fun activity to do and gives the chapter an easy reference for the chapter’s finances and activities. The chapters’ CCRs do not take a lot of time, generally between 4 and 9 hours. Additionally, chapters gain up to 2000 points in the chapter recognition program.  As of September 30, 2011, 30 chapters submitted CCRs to the AGA National Office.

The chapters can then move to assisting government entities in preparation of a CCR. This can be done by perusing the entity’s website and crafting a CCR based on that information and meeting with government officials. Or, chapter representatives can schedule a meeting with government representatives and discuss and show example CCRs prepared by other government entities.

Nationally, the government entities compete for Certificates of Excellence in Citizen Centric Reporting.

So, we look forward to working with the chapters to spur this initiative forward and encourage each chapter to accept the responsibility to develop the CCR program in their chapter.  Please contact Evie Barry, director of performance reporting at ebarry@agacgfm.org or 703-684-6931, ext. 324 or Louise Kapelewski, programs assistant at lkapelewski@agacgfm.org or 703-684-6931, ext. 321.
CGFM Exam

Interested in the CGFM certification? Sign up for AGA’s special Intensive Review Course and take the CGFM Examinations after the National Leadership Conference (NLC). Don’t miss this opportunity to earn your CGFM.
The Intensive Review Course will take place from 8:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 27, and Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2012. The CGFM Examinations will be offered by appointment only on February 29 –March 2, 2012.
The cost of the course is only $279 for qualified participants, and offers 18 CPE hours.
Special Bonus: The CGFM Examinations are offered at no cost to course attendees. The cost of this course is not included in the NLC registration fee.

You may view more information and registration information at the following webpage:

            http://agacgfm.org/nlc_2012/cgfm_exams.htm

CGFM Promotion

Need an extra incentive to apply for the CGFM Program? 

From September 1 until December 31, 2011 national AGA will give a rebate of $20 for CGFM applications received with the assistance of AGA chapters.

In order to receive a $20 rebate, 

1. The complete CGFM application (application form, $85 application fee and copy of the transcript) must be received by AGA Office of Professional Certification during the period of September 1 through

December 31, 2011.
2. The CGFM application form must have the promotional phrase: "CGFM chapter promotion - Lincoln Chapter AGA" written at the bottom of the form. If the application is submitted online, the applicant must put this phrase in the last question: "How did you learn about the CGFM Program?"

Important notes:
- A full application fee of $85 must be paid at the time of application. The $20 check will be sent to the applicant by mail in January. 
- The applicant must put the words "CGFM chapter promotion" AND Lincoln Chapter AGA on the application form in order to receive the rebate.

- It is preferable that the applications are submitted by the applicants themselves and not by the chapter. The applicant does not have to be a chapter member in order to receive the rebate.

AGA Seeks Nominations for National Awards; Submission Deadline is November 18
Help AGA recognize financial professionals in all three levels of government and the private sector who have made outstanding contributions to the field. You might even consider nominating yourself.
These awards will be presented at AGA's 10th Annual National Leadership Conference, scheduled for Feb.16-17, 2012 at the Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center in Washington, D.C.
Submit your nominations today. Nominees do not have to be members of AGA.

Federal Leadership Awards

· Distinguished Federal Leadership Award--Formally recognizes individuals in either the legislative or executive branch who have made outstanding contributions to enhancing government financial management. 

· Elmer Staats Award--Recognizes the cumulative achievements of federal professionals who throughout their career have served as a role model for others and who have consistently exhibited the highest personal and professional standards. 

· Andy Barr Award--Formally recognizes the cumulative achievements of private sector individuals who throughout their career have served as a role model for others and who have consistently exhibited the highest personal and professional standards. 

State and Local Leadership Awards

· Excellence in Government Leadership Award--Recognizes the cumulative achievements of a state or local government professional who throughout his/her public career has served as a role model for others and has consistently exhibited the highest personal and professional standards. 

· William R. Snodgrass Distinguished Leadership Award--Recognizes the outstanding leadership of individuals in state government that led to improved financial management practices, policies, systems or operations and consistently exhibited the highest personal and professional standards.  

· Distinguished Local Government Leadership Award--Formally recognizes the outstanding leadership of individuals in local government that led to improved financial management practices, policies, systems or operations and consistently exhibited the highest personal and professional standards. 

Private Sector Leadership Awards 
· Private Sector Financial Excellence Award--Recognizes the cumulative achievements of private sector professionals who throughout their careers have served as a role model for others and have consistently exhibited personal and professional standards. 

Nomination forms and other details can be found on AGA's website. Note that an electronic version of the nominee's photo (in JPG format, 300 dpi or better) must accompany the nomination package. Deadline is Oct. 31. 
Questions can be directed to Louise Kapelewski at lkapelewski@agacgfm.org or 800.AGA.7211, ext. 321.

CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES - October 5, 2011
The meeting was held at the Imperial Palace with a total of twenty-two members and one guest in attendance. 
The program speaker was Dan Marvin, West Haymarket JPA Project Manager.  His presentation focused on the development of the new Haymarket Arena.  During his presentation, he shared architectural drawings of the Arena and of the surrounding area.  In addition, he discussed the design of the Arena and the ability to expand seating in the future.  At the end of his presentation, he answered questions from the audience.  When completed, this facility should be a beautiful addition to the Haymarket area. 

Our Chapter’s Members-Centric Report for the 2011-2012 program year was distributed to those in attendance.  A job well done to those involved in composing and publishing this report.  

Dan Albrecht was the winner of the free lunch.
Presented by Ron Theasmeyer, Chapter Secretary.

BOARD MEETING MINUTES – September 21, 2011

Amy Wilson called the meeting to order at 12:02 p.m. 

Board Members Present:  Dan Albrecht, Tim Baker, Tim Channer, Ralene Cheng, Brenda Ladd, Cindy Miserez, Michelle Raphael, Ron Theasmeyer, and Amy Wilson.

Amy shared the email distribution list for review by the Board.  After brief discussion, a few changes were made to the distribution list.  Amy reported on presentations covering the topics of “Writing for Professionals” scheduled for January 4, 2012 and “Advanced Excel”.  These presentations would be provided at no charge to the members and the “Writing for Professionals” topic would incorporate report writing for the CAFR and Single Audits, which would allow this presentation to qualify for CPE credits.

To promote AGA, the Board considered offering AGA logo shirts to anyone interested in purchasing a shirt for a discounted price with the Chapter subsidizing the discount.  After brief discussion, a motion was made by Cindy and seconded by Tim Baker to set the discounted price at $17.00.  Motion passed unanimously.

Amy reminded everyone the PDC is tomorrow.  Currently, there are 79 paid registrations.  Also, a dinner at Lazlo’s is scheduled this evening with Dave Hancox, one of our PDC speakers.

The following dates were set to finalize the activities calendar: 

November 28th – December 1st Salvation Army bell ringing

December 7th Membership Meeting – “Adopt-A-Family” items collected

Business – Ron mentioned the July 16th Board Retreat and August 17th Board Meeting minutes were published in the August newsletter.  Having received no changes to these minutes, approval was requested.  Tim Baker moved to approve the minutes as published and Tim Channer seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

Dan reviewed the treasurer’s report covering the period from August 1 – 31, 2011 and reported that we had a bank account balance on hand of $18,674.20 as of August 31st.  He mentioned year-to-date receipts totaled $131.32 and year-to-date disbursements totaled $3,318.37.  Dan indicated the four audio conferences have been paid and responded to questions from board members.  Cindy moved to approve the August, 2011 treasurer report as presented.  Ron seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Education – Amy reminded the Board the Fall PDC is scheduled tomorrow at the Comfort Inn & Suites in Lincoln.  Topics covered at this conference include computer forensics, ethics, auditing and internal controls.  Further discussion involved making a donation on behalf of the conference speaker to the speaker's charity of choice.  A motion to provide a $50 donation on behalf of Dave Hancox (giving the longest presentation) and a $25 donation on behalf of each of the other speakers was made by Tim Baker and seconded by Michelle.  Motion passed unanimously.  Ralene mentioned our Chapter is registered for the following four audio conferences:  Fraud - December 14th, Getting a Handle on Internal Controls - January 11th, Financial Management - February 8th, and Ethics - May 23rd. Michelle also mentioned the CGFM will be promoted in the upcoming newsletter. 

 Community Service – Brenda reminded the Board the “Step Up for Down’s Syndrome Walk” is scheduled for October 1st (8-11 a.m.) at Antelope Park.  Five people have signed up to help with registration and a few people have signed up to walk.  Brenda also mentioned she signed our Chapter up for Salvation Army bell ringing on November 28th – December 1st (Monday – Thursday) from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. at Westfield Shopping Mall.  We are looking for two volunteers to serve on each shift.  If you would like to help, please contact Brenda. 

Membership – Tim Baker reviewed his final report from the AGA Membership Committee with the Board.  Thank you to Tim and the Membership Committee for their work in identifying issues on recruiting new members and retaining current members.  Also, a membership drive was discussed allowing new members who join in December to receive 15 months of membership for the price of 12 during their first year.

Early Careers – Cindy reported the “Meet the Firms” events at UNL and Nebraska Wesleyan were well attended and successful.  Thank you to the following members who participated in these events:  Laura Poots, Michelle Raphael, Ken Rouch and Zach Wells.  Cindy also mentioned looking into professor memberships.  Apparently AGA will allow up to four of these memberships per chapter.

Accountability Outreach – Amy reminded the Board that the Chapter’s Citizen-Centric Report is due to National by September 30, 2011 and thanked those involved in putting together the report.  She mentioned our Chapter's report will be submitted by the due date.     

Social – No report.
Communications – Tim Channer mentioned information for the September newsletter is due to him by September 27th.  Also, the Board asked Tim if he could send out reminder notices of our membership meetings at least one week in advance.  Tim indicated he was willing to do this.  In addition, the possibility of having Lonnie include a Chapter Meeting registration link on our website was discussed.

Chapter Programs – Amy reported our next Chapter Meeting is scheduled for October 5th at the Imperial Palace.   Dan Marvin will be our speaker and the topic will be the Haymarket Arena.  Also, Steven Joel, superintendent of Lincoln Public Schools, will be our speaker at the November 2nd Chapter Meeting.  Since we anticipate greater attendance at the November meeting, the Committee was going to reserve a meeting room at Spaghetti Works.  Amy also mentioned we need speakers for our February, March and May Chapter Meetings and that she will attempt to get the governor to speak at one of these meetings.  

Meeting was adjourned at 1:04 p.m.

The next Board Meeting is scheduled for noon, Wednesday, October 19th at the Nebraska Department of Education.
Presented by Ron Theasmeyer, Chapter Secretary.
Network with AGA Online Anytime


Become a Fan of AGA on Facebook

Create a Linkedin Profile

Follow AGA on Twitter

Visit AGA on GovLoop
Speakers and Topics

If you have any suggestions for speakers or topics for chapter meetings please call or email  Jason Walters, 471-2793, Jason.walters@nebraska.gov, or Zach Wells 326-3064, zach.wells@nebraska.gov
Guests

Bring a guest to a Chapter meeting.  They will get a free lunch.  If they join you get a free lunch.

Email Addresses

Please remember to send any email address changes to Tim Channer so the mailing list can be updated.  Thanks

Members in the News

Send in member news to be included in the newsletter.

AGA Merchandise

AGA Logo merchandise is available through the marketplace on AGA’s website or in Topics. 
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	BUDGET INFORMATION
	 
	TREASURER'S REPORT
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2011-2012
	

	Year 2011-2012
	Budget
	To Date
	Remaining
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	September 1, 2011
	 
	$18,674.20 
	

	Receipts:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Spring Conference
	$11,800.00 
	$0.00 
	$11,800.00 
	 
	Receipts:
	 
	 
	

	 
	Fall Conference
	$11,300.00
	$8,845.00 
	$2,455.00 
	 
	 
	National Recruiting
	$379.00 
	 

	 
	Other Eduational Events
	$150.00 
	$125.00 
	$25.00 
	 
	 
	Spring PDC
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Educational Events-Audios
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	Fall PDC
	$8,845.00 
	 

	 
	Misc. Income
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Interest Income
	$30.00 
	$6.32 
	$23.68 
	 
	 
	Interest Income
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	National Recruiting
	$0.00 
	$379.00 
	($379.00)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	   Total Receipts
	 
	$9,224.00 
	

	 
	Total Receipts:
	$23,280.00 
	$9,355.32 
	$13,924.68 
	 
	 Disbursements:
	 
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Early Careers
	$0.00
	 

	 
	Disbursements:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Fall Conference
	$3,026.37 
	 

	 
	Spring Conference
	$6,500.00 
	$0.00 
	$6,500.00 
	 
	 
	National - PDC
	$567.34 
	 

	 
	Fall Conference
	$6,500.00 
	$3,606.87 
	$2,893.13 
	 
	 
	Membership Support
	$155.88 
	 

	 
	Education-Non-PDC
	$3,000.00 
	$1,101.60 
	$1,898.40 
	 
	 
	Chapter Leadership
	$385.20 
	 

	 
	National PDC
	$2,230.00 
	$1,085.30 
	$1,144.70 
	 
	 
	Early Careers
	$25.00 
	 

	 
	Membership Support
	$1,200.00 
	$600.74 
	$599.26 
	 
	 
	Speaker Meals
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Early Careers
	$1,000.00 
	$290.00 
	$710.00 
	 
	 
	Certification
	$0.00 
	 

	 
	Communications-Website
	$900.00 
	$657.65 
	$242.35 
	 
	 
	   Total Disbursements
	$4,159.79 

	 
	Chapter Leadership
	$600.00 
	$136.00 
	$464.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Certification
	$500.00 
	$0.00 
	$500.00 
	 
	Sept. 30. 2011
	 
	$23,738.41 
	

	 
	Accountability and Outreach
	$500.00 
	$0.00 
	$500.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Community Service
	$250.00 
	$0.00 
	$250.00 
	 
	 
	Checking
	$13,398.67 
	 

	 
	Chapter Award
	$100.00 
	$0.00 
	$100.00 
	 
	 
	Certificates of Deposit
	$10,339.74 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 Total
	 
	$23,738.41 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	$0.00 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total Disbursements:
	$23,280.00 
	$7,478.16 
	$15,801.84 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


2010-2011 Chapter Officers and Board Members
President                                 
Amy Wilson

 471-0616           Amy.wilson@nebraska.gov
President-Elect                        
Ken Rouch

 853-2278           ken.rouch@nebraska.gov
Secretary                                           Ron Theasmeyer                  471-3570          ron.theasmeyer@nebraska.gov

Treasurer                                           Dan Albrecht                       471-4618           Dan.albrecht@nebraska.gov
Past-President                                   Cindy Miserez                     471-4174           CMiserez@cox.net

Board Members 
Director of Accountability Outreach

               Lynda Roesler                                  471-7737               lynda.roesler@nebraska.gov

Co-Directors of Communications
Tim Channer - Newsletter                 326-3043               tchanner@windstream.net
Lonnie Fierstein - Webpage               471-6822              Lonnie.fierstein@nebraska.gov        
Director of Education               
Frank Faughn – Chapter PDC’s
479-3680
  frankjr1951@hotmail.com
Ralene Cheng – Audio Conferences
471-0610                Ralene.Cheng@nebraska.gov
Co-Directors of Community Service       
Brenda Ladd                                      472-5278               Bladd2@unl.edu
Laura Poots


471-1464
   laura.poots@nebraska.gov


Director of Membership

Tim Baker
           

471-3571
  tim.baker@nebraska.gov
Director of Bylaws & Procedures and Chapter Historian   
Ron Carlson                                      471-0619               Ron.carlson@nebraska.gov
Director of Prof. Certification          
Michelle Raphael                              471-4146               mrmrsralph@aol.com 
Co-Directors of Chapter Programs
               Jason Walters 

471-2793
  jason.walters@nebraska.gov
               Zach Wells

326-3064 
  zach.wells@nebraska.gov
Lincoln Chapter

Association Of Government Accountants

P.O. Box 94665

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4665
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